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A Brief History

T hroughout  the  mid  to  l a te  1830s, the  Por t  Ph i l l i p 
se t t l ement , l a te r  to  become known as  Me lbourne , 
g rew s tead i l y  on  the  back  o f  pas to ra l  expans ion .  

Boonwur rung and Wo iwur rung peop le  con t inued to  camp 
a long  the  sou th  bank  o f  the  Yar ra  R i ve r.  The  wes te rn  end 
o f  S tonn ing ton  was  a  focus  fo r  government  po l i cy  toward 
Abor ig ina l  peop le  o f  the  Por t  Ph i l l i p  d i s t r i c t  and  a  Na t i ve 
Po l i ce  Corp  was  es tab l i shed  in  the  la te  1830s.

In  December  1837 the  Governor  o f  New South  Wa les , 
S i r  R ichard  Bourke , dec ided  to  es tab l i sh  a  Government 
Miss ion  on  a  s i te  sou th  o f  the  Yar ra , jus t  eas t  o f  p resen t 
day  Anderson  S t ree t . George  Langhorne  was  appo in ted 
in  charge  o f  the  se t t l ement .  The  se t t l ement  des ign  was 
based on  a  European v i l l age  w i th  bu i ld ings  c lus te red 
toge ther  and  sur rounded by  f i e lds  fo r  cu l t i va t ion .  The 
p r imar y  ob jec t i ve  o f  the  miss ion  was  to  p rov ide  fo r 
the  ‘c i v i l i sa t ion ’  o f  Abor ig ina l  peop le .  By  1838 the 
miss ion  had  become a lmos t  exc lus i ve l y  a  domain  o f  the 
Wo iwur rung peop le  w i th  on l y  a  few Boonwur rung and 
Wathawur rung a t tend ing .
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I n  1839 George  Augus tus  Rob inson  was  appo in ted  the 
Ch ie f  P ro tec to r  o f  the  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Abor ig ina l  P ro tec to ra te .  
F rom 1839 -  1843 Rob inson ’s  o f f i ce  was  based a t 
Langhorne ’s  es tab l i shment  and  h is  o f f i ce  became a  regu la r 
f ocus  fo r  Abor ig ina l  peop le .  As  Ch ie f  P ro tec to r, Rob inson 
b rought  16 peop le  f rom the  F l inders  I s land  Abor ig ina l 
se t t l ement  to  l i ve  w i th  h im in  Me lbourne , cur ren t  day 
S tonn ing ton , un t i l  many  o f  them were  repa t r ia ted  to 
Tasman ia  in  1842.  In  1847, Benbow, an  eminent  Ya luk i t -
w i l l i am c lan  head, was  employed  by  Rob inson  as  h is  O f f i ce 
Messenger.

The  p resen t  day  C i t y  o f  S tonn ing ton  fa l l s  w i th in  wha t  was 
the  Weste rn  Por t  o r  Me lbourne  D is t r i c t  o f  the  Abor ig ina l 
P ro tec to ra te , es tab l i shed  1838-39, and  the  respons ib i l i t y 
o f  Ass is tan t  P ro tec to r  Wi l l i am Thomas.  In  the  ear l y  per iod 
o f  h i s  admin is t ra t ion  he  spent  cons iderab le  t ime mov ing 
be tween the  Abor ig ina l  camps a long  the  Yar ra  R i ve r, 
severa l  o f  them a t  Tromg in  (Bo tan ic  Gardens )  and  Toorak 
and  fo r  a  per iod  o f  t ime loca ted  h imse l f  a t  the  fo rmer  s i te 
o f  Langhorne ’s  es tab l i shment .  

Native encampment on the banks of the 
Yarra’, Watercolour with graphite pencil 

and glazing medium, John Cotton,  
c. 1842 

La Trobe Library, State Library of Victoria, 
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Early entr ies from Thomas’s journal reveal that the 
Boonwurrung and Woiwurrung had trouble obtaining game 
and plant foods in the v ic ini ty of Melbourne after colonial 
sett lement and were suffer ing from introduced diseases.  
When colonis ing the area, the Europeans objected to 
Aborig inal  people hunt ing on the newly colonised lands and 
consequent ly they were forced to subsist  by begging and 
cutt ing bark and f i rewood for the Europeans.  During the late 
1830s and ear ly 1840s, Aborig inal  camps cont inued to be 
broken up fol lowing complaints from Europeans.  Abor ig inal 
hardship was intensi f ied because there was no bark lef t  in 
the distr ict  and they were then compel led to bui ld mud huts.

In 1849, a Select Committee on Aborig ines and the 
Protectorate recommended the abol i t ion of the Protectorate.  
The abol i t ion heralded a decade of la issez-faire pol icy 
and neglect.  Wi l l iam Thomas was retained as Protector of 
Abor ig ines for the whole Colony of Victor ia, but concentrated 
his ef forts in Melbourne.  In 1852 Thomas secured a 
reserve for the Boonwurrung at Mordial loc and a reserve at 
Warrandyte for the Woiwurrung.  The Boonwurrung, however, 
cont inued to v is i t  Melbourne, camping at Fawkner Park and 
si tes in the western end of Stonnington.

1849-1950
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Untitled drawing, Prahran Archives

I n  1863 a  reser ve  was  es tab l i shed  a t  Corander rk  fo r  eas t 
Ku l in  peop les .  However, the  Boonwur rung, a t  tha t  t ime 
compr is ing  o f  n ine  e lder l y  men and women, rema ined  near 
Mord ia l l oc  and  Cranbourne .  Der r imut , a  p rominent  Ya luk i t -
w i l l am leader, d ied  in  1864 and J immy Dunbar, the  las t  o f 
the  n ine , d ied  in  1877.

From the  1930s, the  Ind igenous  h is to r y  o f  S tonn ing ton 
focuses  on  the  ac t i v i sm o f  p ro- Ind igenous  wh i te  res iden ts , 
espec ia l l y  He len  Ba i l l i e , who opened her  house  in  Punt 
Road to  Abor ig ina l  peop le  f rom across  the  s ta te  f rom the 
1930s to  the  la te  1950s.  There  i s  a  con t inuum be tween 
Ba i l l i e ’s  ac t i v i sm and tha t  o f  l a te r  g roups  such  as  Ac t ion 
fo r  Abor ig ina l  R igh ts , the  Na t iona l  Assoc ia t ion  fo r  the 
Advancement  o f  Na t i ve  Race  and S tonn ing ton  C i t i zens  fo r 
Reconc i l i a t i on .
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Derrimut

D er r imut  was  a  Ya luk i t -w i l l am c lan-head who 
be longed to  the  Boonwur rung language g roup. 
Der r imut ’s  name i s  be l i eved  to  mean ‘ to  pursue ’ 

o r  ‘ to  hun t ’ .  The  name Ya luk i t -w i l l i am proper l y  means 
‘ r i ve r  camp’  o r  ‘ r i ve r  dwe l le rs ’ . A  second name, Buddy-
bar re , mean ing  ‘sa l t  wa te r  ‘o r  ‘ sea ’ , was  the  name o f 
Der r imut ’s  t r ibe  because  h is  count r y  was  near  the  sea  and 
may  be  an  a l te rna te  to  the  language name, Boonwur rung.  
The  Ya luk i t -w i l l am were  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  coas ta l  t rac t 
a t  the  head o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bay  ex tend ing  to  the  Wer r ibee 
R ive r  and  inc luded the  p resen t -day  s i tes  o f  Wi l l i amstown, 
Por t  Me lbourne , S t  K i lda  and  Prahran .  The  Ya luk i t -w i l l am 
were  one  o f  s i x  Boonwur rung c lans .  

Specif ic s i tes in the Yaluki t-wi l lam estate personal ly 
associated with Derr imut included the south bank of the Yarra 
River, f rom the punt at South Yarra to the Yarra wharf, where 
steamers moored.  Derr imut also descr ibed the si te of the 
Bank of Victor ia, in Swanston Streets, between Col l ins and 
Fl inders Streets, in Melbourne’s central  business distr ict  to 
Melbourne Magistrate Wi l l iam Hul l  in 1858 in the fol lowing 
terms: “You see, Mr. Hul l , Bank of Victor ia, a l l  th is mine, al l 
a long here Derr imut’s once.”

Derrimut, Oil Painting, Benjamin 
Duterrau, 1837. Mitchell Library State 

Library of NSW.
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Benjamin Duterrau painted his portrait when he was in Tasmania.  It shows Derrimut naked except for a possum skin cloak 
around his waist.  He shows the outward signs of initiation – rows of raised scars on his chest and arms.  An interesting example 
of cultural adaptation is the two rings that adorn his fingers.

The Ya luk i t -w i l l i an  c lan  deve loped a  pos i t i ve  re la t i onsh ip  w i th  Europeans  and th i s 
con t inued w i th  the  a r r i va l  o f  L ieu tenant-Co lone l  Dav id  Co l l i ns  and  h is  par t y  wh ich  f i r s t 
l anded in  Sor ren to  on  the  Morn ing ton  Pen insu la  in  1803.  H is  par t y  inc luded conv ic ts 
Wi l l i am Buck ley  and  John Pascoe  Fawkner, bo th  o f  whom became prominent  f igures  in  the 
h is to r y  o f  the  Ya luk i t -w i l l i am c lan .

Derr imut  was c lose ly  assoc ia ted wi th John Pascoe Fawkner  and he of ten went  hunt ing 
and f ish ing wi th Fawkner  and was in  h is  employ.  In  correspondence dated 10 Apr i l  1836, 
Fawkner  noted that  Derr imut  ‘a  ch ie f  f rom whom wi th others I  bought  my land, l i ve  wi th me, 
and f requent ly  go out  and shoot  kangaroos, snakes for  me’ .  Derr imut  and other  Abor ig ina l 
men of ten formed a crew for  Fawkner ’s  boat  The Enterpr ise  and ass is ted to  l ighten the 
weight  o f  the boat  in  bad weather  to  enable her  to  get  over  the bar  a t  the entrance to  the 
channel  near  Wi l l iamstown.  The re la t ionship between the two men was so s ign i f icant  that 
Derr imut  warned Fawkner  on two occas ions of  an impending Abor ig ina l  a t tack on Fawkner ’s 
par ty.  The f i rs t  was a genera l  warn ing of  in tent ion on 28 October  1835.  The second, on 13 
December 1835, was more spec i f ic .  ‘Derramuck came th is  day and to ld  us that  the nat ives 
in tended to  rush down upon us and p lunder  our  goods and murder  us, we c leaned our 
p ieces and prepared for  them … I  and two others chased the B lacks away some d is tance’ .  

Der r imut ’s  warn ings  ensured  tha t  Fawkner ’s  par t y  were  ab le  to  a rm themse lves  in  t ime to 
p reven t  the  a t tack .  

Der r imut  was  a lso  known to  in fo rm the  Na t i ve  Po l i ce  Corps  o f  names o f  Abor ig ina l  peop le 
a t tack ing  sheep on  pas to ra l  l ands  a round Me lbourne .  I t  i s  specu la ted  tha t  Der r imut  was 
us ing  the  wh i te  men as  unwi t t ing  agents  in  some longs tand ing  mat te r  o f  t r iba l  j us t i ce .   



S T O N N I N G T O N ’ S  I N D I G E N O U S  H I S T O R Y�

Key 	
People         

Derrimut
He was  never  a  member  o f  the  na t i ve  Po l i ce  Corp , and  was  c r i t i ca l  o f  the i r  p rov i s ions ,  
‘ the  po l i ce  on l y  wa lk  ( i e  d r i l l ed )  and  ge t  p len ty  to  ea t  and  good c lo thes . ’

In August 1836 Derr imut accompanied Fawkner to Van Diemen’s Land in The Enterpr ise , where 
he was presented to Governor Arthur.  Arthur presented Derr imut with a drummer’s dress 
or uniform.  Presumably these were the uniforms commonly worn by Br i t ish units serving in 
Austral ia in the ear ly 1800s compris ing red serge fat igue, Ki lmarnock (pork pie)  forage cap 
and red trousers. Derr imut had a wi l l ingness to wear European clothing, to dr ink European 
alcohol and to use European weapons, carry ing f i rearms from the t ime of his associat ion with 
Fawkner.  Giv ing uniforms, other i tems of c lothing and gi f ts to leading indigenous people was 
a common pract ice in ear ly sett ler colonies.  Uniforms were often a source of pr ide amongst 
indigenous people and gorgets or breast-plates were also presented to leading f igures.

Botanist and naturalist Daniel Bunce met Derrimut during his 1836 visit to Tasmania.   
It was the first of several meetings between the two men.  Bunce recounted his visit to Tasmania:

   �… Tasman ia  was  honored  by  the  a r r i va l  o f  some d is t ingu ished v i s i to rs  f rom Por t 
Ph i l l i p , wh ich  had  jus t  been  d iscovered  by  Mr. John Ba tman, in  the  persons  o f  two  o f 
i t s  p r inces , o r  ch ie fs : Der r imut , K ing  o f  the  Wer r iby  D is t r i c t ;  and  Be tben jee , o f  the 
ad jo in ing  d is t r i c t , two  b ro thers  …. Of  the  two na t i ve  ch ie fs , a  s ingu la r  ins tance  o f 
the  e f fec ts  o f  s t rong  d r inks  may  be  re la ted .  On  the i r  a r r i va l , they  bo th  go t  ex t reme ly 
in tox ica ted , and  they  bo th  fe l t  the  s icken ing  e f fec ts  the  fo l l ow ing  morn ing . Poor 
Der r imut  was  induced to  tas te  “a  ha i r  o f  the  dog  tha t  b i t  h im” , and  recommenced h is 
debauch, and  s t i l l  con t inues  a  d runkard  to  th i s  day.

In the early years of the Aboriginal Protectorate, Derrimut and his family moved freely around 
Boonwurrung country.  In July and October 1839, he visited the Wathawurrung people at Geelong.  
He visited Assistant Protector William Thomas’ protectorate station at Tubberrubberbil (Arthur’s 
Seat) in June 1840 and often camped near the Yarra Falls and at Tromgin (Botanic Gardens).  
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In  Februar y  1839, Thomas and h is  w i fe  Susannah cared  fo r  Der r imut  and  h is  fami l y  who 
were  su f fe r ing  f rom in f luenza .  Mrs  Thomas gave  them a  quar t  o f  tea  and  b read  ever y 
morn ing  un t i l  they  recovered .  Thomas no ted  tha t  ‘ the i r  g ra t i tude  was  a lways  ev inced ’ .  
Der r imut ’s  fami l y  inc luded h is  mother  D indu , and  h is  b ro ther  Ta l l a r, a l so  known as  Tom. 
In  March  1839, Der r imut  was  recorded by  Rob inson  as  no t  hav ing  any  w ives , however, by 
Oc tober  1845, Maywerer, a l so  known as  Mar ia , a  Wathawur rung woman f rom Gee long  had 
become h is  w i fe .  H is  f i r s t  w i fe , Nan.der.goroke , was  abduc ted  by  sea le rs  a t  Po in t  Nepean 
in  1833 and taken  to  permanent  sea l ing  camps on  one  o f  the  Bass  S t ra i t  i s lands .

In place of the Aboriginal Protectorate, Thomas was appointed ‘Guardian of Aborigines’ for the 
Colony of Victoria.  Thomas concentrated his efforts in the Melbourne district.  By June 1852, 
he had secured 832 acres [367 ha] at Mordial loc, a favourite camping place of the Boonwurrung 
and 1,908 acres [772 ha] at Warrandyte for the Woiwurrung peoples.  The reservations were 
the result of a bargain he made with La Trobe who wanted them kept out of Melbourne.  Thomas 
was authorised to issue occasional supplies of food and clothing to the aged and i l l .

In  the ear ly  1850s, Derr imut  made another  good f r iend named Horat io  Wheelwr ight  who was 
an Engl ish lawyer  who became a profess iona l  game-shooter  and l i ved near  the Abor ig ina l 
camps a t  Mord ia l l ioc for  severa l  years.  Wheelwr ight  exp la ined that  when he camped 
at  Mord ia l loc, he ‘ l i ved on ver y  ne ighbour ly  terms’  wi th  the Boonwurrung people, who 
‘genera l l y  had the i r  miamies c lose to  my hut ;  and as I  never  made too f ree wi th them, or 
gave them a promise I  d id  not  in tend to  keep, I  was a b i t  o f  a  favour i te  wi th them’ .   
I t  i s  a lso c lear  that  Wheelwr ight  had a ver y  h igh op in ion of  Derr imut :

   �Some o f  our  chaps  I  used  to  l i ke  ve r y  much;  and  when my o ld  f r i end , K ing  Dermot , i s 
ga thered  to  h i s  fa thers , I  t rus t  h i s  p red ic t i on  to  me upon one  occas ion  w i l l  be  ve r i f i ed 
–  tha t  “When he  tumbled  down, he  shou ld  go  up  long  way  and f l y  about , a l l  same b ig 
one  eag le-hawk”
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Derrimut
In 1858, a Victorian Government Select Committee enquired into the condition of the Aboriginal 
people of Victoria.  The Select Committee was told of Derrimut’s despair as the immigrants built 
homes on his people’s country.  Magistrate Hull informed the committee of Derrimut’s fatalism:

   �…if this committee could get Derimut and examine him, I think he would give the committee 
a great deal of valuable information with respect to himself and his tribe, which would be very 
interesting; he speaks moderately good English, and I was told by a black a few days ago 
that he was stil l alive, and that he ‘lay about in St. Kilda’.  The last time I saw him was nearly 
opposite the Bank of Victoria, he stopped me and said “You give me shill ing, Mr Hull”.  “No”, I 
said, “I will not give you a shill ing, I will go and give you some bread,” and he held his hand out 
to me and said “Me plenty sulky you long time ago, you plenty sulky me; no sulky now, Derimut 
soon die,” and then he pointed with a plaintive manner, which they can affect, to the Bank of 
Victoria, he said, “You see, Mr Hull, Bank of Victoria, all this mine, all along here Derimut’s 
once; no matter now, me soon tumble down.”  I said, “Have you no children?” and he flew into a 
passion immediately, “Why me have lubra? Why me have picanninny? You have all this place, no 
good have children, no good have lubra, me tumble down and die very soon now.”

Thomas vis i ted the Mordial loc reserve on 4 November 1862, taking with him an extra pair  of 
blankets for Derr imut.  At the reserve, Derr imut angri ly asked why he ‘ let  white man take away 
Mordial loc where black fel lows always si t  down’.  The Lands Board had approved i ts sale and 
surveyors were already div iding i t  into al lotments.  The Boonwurrung feared they would soon 
see ‘ploughs furrowing up the bones of their  ancestors’.  Thomas knew their  dead had been 
bur ied there since 1839 and protested to the Central  Board about the ‘cruelty’  of  the Survey 
Department.  These protestat ions came to nothing.  On 31 December 1862, Thomas noted that 
Derr imut was st i l l  complaining about the surveyors.

On 25 Januar y  1863, Thomas wh i l s t  on  h is  rounds  in  Me lbourne  lea rned  tha t  an  Abor ig ina l 
man had been taken  to  hosp i ta l  ‘ ea r l y  in  morn ing  found drunk , b ru ised , and  ve r y  i l l ’ .  
Thomas went  to  the  hosp i ta l  and  d iscovered  tha t  the  ‘D r  had  o rdered  h im immed ia te l y  in 
a warm bath – found i t  King Deremut, the man had much trouble with him scrambl ing out of 
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the bath t i l l  I  paci f ied him and he went thro’  the process’.   
Thomas vis i ted Derr imut the fol lowing day, however by 28 
January he had ‘e loped from the hospita l ’ , Thomas noted 
that he was very anxious about Derr imut and went to see the 
pol ice sergeant where he learned that by 3 o’clock Derr imut 
was seen drunk again.

A number of a i lments suf fered by Derr imut are recorded and 
he was treated for part ia l  b l indness and a paralysed arm at 
the Melbourne Hospital  in 1863 and 1864.  Accounts note 
that his health deter iorated quickly and his lungs were very 
weak.  In January 1864, Derr imut was the subject of a report 
into his mistreatment by two nurses.  A committee met on 5 
January to consider the charge.  Wi l l iam Thomas attended 
the meet ing and advocated that the two ward attendants not 
be discharged but removed to another ward; however he was 
over-ruled by the committee.

Der r imut  was  v i s i ted  by  a  number  o f  h i s  f r i ends  such  as  Fawkner.  However, i t  was  the 
v i s i t s  f rom h is  count r y-peop le  tha t  gave  h im the  most  j oy.  On  8  Januar y  1864, th ree  men 
and a  women f rom Mord ia l l oc  were  in  Me lbourne  and anx ious  to  see  Der r imut .  Thomas 
made ‘ them depos i t  the i r  swags  near  the  ga te ’ .  He  recorded the i r  meet ing :

   � ‘Poor  Der remut  c r ied  &  so  d id  Mr  Man who hung h is  head on  the  b reas t  o f  Der remut 
l i ke  Esau  & Jacob, I  was  fo rced  a t  l eng th  to  separa te  them. ’

Der r imut  was  moved to  the  Benevo len t  Asy lum in  Nor th  Me lbourne  in  March  1864.     
One  o f  Der r imut ’s  l as t  v i s i to rs  was  Fawkner  who came to  the  asy lum the  day  be fo re  he 
d ied .  Der r imut  d ied  in  the  a f te rnoon o f  26 Apr i l  1864, a l though h is  tombstone  no tes  tha t 
da te  be ing  the  28 May  1864.  He  was  54 years  o ld .Derrimut’s tombstone,  

Melbourne General Cemetery
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T hroughout  the  mid  to  l a te  1830s, as  the  Por t 
Ph i l l i p  se t t l ement  (p resen t -day  Me lbourne )  g rew 
s tead i l y  on  the  back  o f  pas to ra l  expans ion , many 

Abor ig ina l  peop le  con t inued to  camp in  the  townsh ip ’s 
env i rons .  Mos t l y, they  were  Boonwur rung and Wo iwur rung 
c lanspeop le  and  the i r  p re fe r red  camping  p laces  were  a long 
the  sou th  bank  o f  the  Yar ra  R i ve r, oppos i te  the  se t t l ement 
and  Government  Paddocks  (be tween presen t -day  Pr ince ’s 
Br idge  and Punt  Road ) .  A l though the  co lon is ts  had 
p rov ided  some food  and o ther  necess i t i es  f rom the  mid-
1830s, o f f i c ia l  a t tempts  to  ‘c i v i l i se ’  Abor ig ina l  peop le  in 
Por t  Ph i l l i p  began as  d iscuss ions  be tween the  Governor  o f 
New South  Wa les , S i r  R ichard  Bourke  and  Jus t i ce  Bur ton  o f 
the  Supreme Cour t .

In  December  1837, Bourke  dec ided  to  es tab l i sh  a 
Government  Miss ion  and  p laced  George  Langhorne  in 
charge . Langhorne  was  an  Ep iscopa l  m iss ionar y  f rom 
Sydney  and  a  nephew o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Po l i ce  Mag is t ra te 
Capta in  Wi l l i am Lonsda le .  I n  1837 Langhorne , who had 
exper ience  w i th  Abor ig ina l  p r i soners  on  Goa t  I s land  in 
Sydney  harbour, ag reed  w i th  Capta in  Lonsda le  on  a  s i te  f o r 
the  p roposed miss ion .  When Governor  Bourke  v i s i ted  Por t 
Ph i l l i p  l a te r  in  1837, he  o f f i c ia l l y  approved  the  use  o f  the 

George Langhorne

George Langhorne.  Photographed in 
later life by T.F. Chuck in the La Trobe 

Library, State Library of Victoria 
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895-acre  s i te  sou th  o f  the  Yar ra  R i ve r, jus t  to  the  eas t  o f  p resen t -day  Anderson  S t ree t .  
Some wa t t l e  and  daub hu ts  were  e rec ted  by  conv ic ts  to  se r ve  as  miss ion  bu i ld ings .

There  a re  severa l  accounts  o f  the  Langhorne  miss ion .  I n  November  1837, two Quakers , 
George  W. Wa lker  and  James Backhouse , spent  a  week  v i s i t i ng  Me lbourne  wh ich  inc luded 
a  v i s i t  to  Langhorne ’s  Miss ion .  Backhouse  commented  tha t :

   �‘The  paren ts  o f  the  ch i ld ren  come to  see  them a t  p leasure , and  when they  w ish  i t , take 
them out  to  hun t ;  bu t  f o r  th i s  the  ch i ld ren  do  no t  seem much inc l ined , p re fe r r ing  to  be 
fed  on  eas ie r  te rms a t  the  Ins t i tu t i on .  The  paren ts  a re  no t  encouraged to  make long 
v i s i t s ;  they  a re  fu rn ished  w i th  bu t  a  few mea ls  g ra tu i tous l y, and  i f  they  choose  to  make 
longer  s tops , they  have  to  earn  the i r  v i c tua ls  a t  the  ra te  o f  two  hours ’  work  fo r  e igh t 
ounces  o f  mea t  and  twe lve  ounces  o f  f l ou r ’ .

A report wri t ten by Langhorne dur ing November 1837 conf irmed that some 20 chi ldren and 
youths were resident in the Mission’s premises, of which 14 were under dai ly instruct ion.  
The six elder boys were employed in working the boat.  Dur ing the previous month between 
60 and 80 Aborig inal  people were resident.  Some were engaged in bui ld ing a large hut to 
serve as both a school-room and dormitory for chi ldren and by the end of December, 18 
chi ldren were resident.  Half  an acre of land had been planted with vegetables and another 
hal f  with potatoes.  Most of the pupi ls were from Woiwurrung clans and received food rat ions 
and clothes for which they were responsible for mending.  Non-resident parents v is i ted the 
chi ldren regular ly to check on their  wel l  being, but whi le parents were prepared to leave their 
boys at the mission to attend instruct ion, Langhorne had great di f f icul ty engaging the gir ls in 
mission act iv i ty as their  parents disal lowed interact ion between the gir ls and boys.

Dur ing  1838, Wo iwur rung peop le , f requent l y  removed the i r  ch i ld ren  f rom the  miss ion 
to  par t i c ipa te  in  cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t i es .  When the  Abor ig ina l  ch i ld ren  were  p resen t , the 
schoo lmas te r  was  engaged da i l y  and  ser van ts  were  o rdered  to  bu i ld  fences  and  hu ts .   
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By Apr i l  1838, the  miss ion  had  become a lmos t  exc lus i ve l y  a  domain  o f  the  Wo iwur rung, 
w i th  on l y  a  few Boonwur rung and Wathawur rung ind i v idua ls  p resen t .

The Mission was also af fected by act ions of some of the Aborig inal  people on surrounding 
land, steal ing potatoes and destruct ion of stock such as sheep.  During one part icular incident 
Langhorne was outraged by the brutal i ty exhibi ted by Pol ice Magistrate Lonsdale’s party and 
was part icular ly upset at the f i r ing of shots that alarmed those at the mission.  The next day 
Langhorne chal lenged the ef f icacy and appropr iateness of Lonsdale’s act ions and from June 
1838 ceased to report  to him direct ly.  Most of the Aborig inal  residents of the mission lef t 
af ter the shots were f i red, which further angered Langhorne.  Lonsdale subsequent ly sought 
to replace Langhorne and he was formal ly dismissed on 1 July 1839.  

In  co r respondence  da ted  15 October  1839, Langhorne  summar ised  h is  exper ience  as  the 
f i r s t  m iss ionar y  in  Por t  Ph i l l i p .  H is  assessment  was  tha t  the  u l t ima te  goa l  o f  the  p lan  he 
was  g i ven  was  ‘ the  in te rmix tu re  by  mar r iage  o f  the  Abor ig ines  among the  lower  o rder  o f 
our  count r ymen as  the  on l y  l i ke l y  means  o f  ra i s ing  the  fo rmer  f rom the i r  p resen t  degraded 
and ben igh ted  s ta te ’ .  He  cons idered  tha t  a  cen t ra l  cause  o f  fa i lu re  was  tha t  a  f i xed 
es tab l i shment  was  d iamet r i ca l l y  opposed to  ‘ the i r  wander ing  and  unse t t l ed  hab i t s ’ .  

The miss ion was c losed in  August  1839 and Lonsdale recommended that  the reser ve land 
of  895 acres be la id  out  in  suburban a l lo tments and so ld.  The land a l located to  the reser ve 
had become increas ing ly  va luable and pressure grew to move the miss ion and have the land 
put  up for  sa le  or  g iven over  to  a  purpose more benef ic ia l  to  the whi tes.  On 21 December 
1839, Ass is tant  Protector  Wi l lam Thomas wrote to  Governor  G ipps request ing that  the 
proceeds f rom the sa le  of  the reser ve land be used to  estab l ish an agr icu l tura l  set t lement 
for  the Abor ig ina l  people of  h is  protectora te d is t r ic t .  Th is  pet i t ion came to noth ing.

Langhorne  went  on  to  pas to ra l  pursu i t s  near  Dandenong.  He  d ied  in  1897. 

George Langhorne
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George Augustus Robinson

I n 1838 the Secretary of  State, 
Lord Glenelg, proposed that  f ive 
protectors would be appointed 

for  the Port  Phi l l ip  Distr ic t .  George 
Augustus Robinson (1788-1866), 
the Commandant of  the F l inders 
Is land Abor ig inal  Set t lement who had 
establ ished certa in notor iety for  h is ro le 
in the ‘conci l ia t ion’  of  Van Diemen’s 
Land Abor ig inal  people, was appointed 
the Chief  Protector  and wi th h im four 
Assistant  Protectors.  The assistants 
were three Methodist  schoolmasters 
and an Army of f icer.   The four Assistant 
Protectors arr ived at  Port  Phi l l ip 
(present day Melbourne)  in January 
1839 and were d i rected to report  to 
Pol ice Magistrate Lonsdale and take 
instruct ions f rom him unt i l  Chief 
Protector  Robinson arr ived f rom Fl inders 
Is land.  

George Augustus Robinson.  Oil painting by 
Bernardino Giani, State Library of NSW.
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George Augustus Robinson
Robinson arr ived in Melbourne in late February 1839.   
On 6 March 1839, Pol ice Magistrate Wi l l iam Lonsdale of fered 
Robinson the use of a smal l  room in the Pol ice Magistrate’s 
paddock which he ‘gladly accepted’.  This hut was on the 
banks of the Yarra River in what is now Jol imont and had 
been formerly occupied by the 1838 Nat ive Pol ice Corps.  
Robinson l ived and worked from this smal l  one-roomed hut 
unt i l  h is family jo ined him in Apri l  1839.    

On 3 May 1839, Robinson met with Robert Hoddle, the 
Chief Surveyor of Port  Phi l l ip Distr ict , and requested an 
al lotment of land.  Hoddle recommended Robinson move to 
the ‘Aborig inal  reserve’, a reference to Langhorne’s v i l lage 
mission, unt i l  he could get a stat ion. Robinson had four, 
and possibly f ive, residences dur ing his t ime in Melbourne.  
With the except ion of his f i rst  residence, i t  would seem that 
Robinson l ived in what is now the City of Stonnington from 
1839 unt i l  he lef t  Victor ia and returned to England in 1852.  

In  h i s  j ou rna l  da ted  25 December  1839, Rob inson  no tes 
h is  in ten t ion  to  buy  a  p iece  o f  l and  fo r  bu i ld ing  a  p lace 
fo r  h i s  fami l y  as  he  cou ld  no t  bu i ld  on  c rown land .  In  l a te 
Ju l y  1840 Rob inson  purchased a t  auc t ion , f o r  £744, e igh t 
hec ta res  a t  43 South  Bank  o f  Yar ra , a  15 minu te  r ide  f rom 
Me lbourne . Rob inson  spec i f i ca l l y  s ta ted  the  name ‘South 
Bank  o f  Yar ra ’  was  the  ‘name o f  suburban sec t ion  No . 8 
on  Yar ra  Yar ra , sou th  s ide ’ . Th is  l oca t ion  has  a lso  been 
descr ibed  as  ‘on  the  h i l l  a t  the  bo t tom o f  Chape l  S t ree t ’ . 
The  Abor ig ina l  peop le  to ld  h im the  loca l i t y  was  known 

Walter George Arthur and Mary Ann 
Arthur, 1858, Beattie copy of F.R. Nixon 
photograph, Tasmanian Museum & Art 

Gallery Item Q13013.



‘Trugernana’, Beattie photograph of Thomas Bock watercolour c. 
1840, Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery, Item Q13009.
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From 1839 unt i l  1842 Robinson was respons ib le  for 
the wel fare of  some 15 Van Diemen’s Land Abor ig ina l 
people, and Char lo t te , a  South Austra l ian woman who 
had been l i v ing wi th sea lers  in  Bass St ra i t , who came 
to Por t  Ph i l l ip  f rom the F l inders Is land estab l ishment . 
They were Wal ter  George Ar thur  (Fr iday ) , Mary Ann 
Ar thur, La l la  Rookh (Truganin i ) , Mat i lda (Mar ia  Mat i lda 
Natapol ina/Maytepueminner ) , VDL Jack (Napoleon/Pevay/
Jack Napoleon Tarraparrura/Tunnerminnerwai t ) , Wooreddy 
(Doctor/  Mut tee l lee) , Fanny (Fanny Water ford ia/P lanobeena) , 
Timmy (Rober t /Maulboyheener ) , Thomas Thompson, 
Isaac (Probela t tener/Lack ley ) , Johnny Frank l in , Rebecca 
(Meeter la t teenner ) , Thomas Brune, Dav id Brune (Myyungge/
Dowwr ingg i /Leat i )  and Peter  Brune (Dro le lun i ) .  Some of 
these people l i ved wi th and were cared for  by Robinson and 
they are a par t  o f  the Ind igenous h is tor y  o f  Stonnington.

to  them as  ‘Ternee t ’ .  Rob inson  used  severa l  names fo r  h i s  P rahran 
res idence , inc lud ing  ‘C la remont ’ , ‘Te rnee t ’ , and  ‘R i vo l i a ’  ( somet imes 
wr i t ten  as  ‘T i vo l i a ’ , and  ‘Ti vo l i ’ ) . Rob inson  moved in to  Ternee t  on  14 
October  1843. By  a l l  accounts  Ternee t  was  h igh l y  regarded in  Me lbourne 
soc ie ty. Many  Abor ig ina l  peop le  v i s i ted  h is  home and on  occas ions 
camped near  h i s  p r i va te  res idence .  Many  p ro tec to ra te  o f f i c ia l s  and 
o ther  pub l i c  o f f i ce rs  a l so  o f ten  v i s i ted  h im when he  was  work ing  a t  home 
to  t ransac t  o f f i c ia l  bus iness . 



Helen Baillie

T he Ind igenous  h is to r y  o f  the  C i t y  o f  S tonn ing ton 
inc ludes  the  ac t i v i sm o f  p ro- Ind igenous  wh i te 
res iden ts , espec ia l l y  He len  Ba i l l i e .  Ba i l l i e  opened 

her  house  in  Punt  Road Toorak , as  a  hos te l  to  Abor ig ina l 
peop le  f rom across  the  S ta te  f rom the  1930s un t i l  the  la te 
1950s.  Ba i l l i e  was  ac t i ve  in  p romot ing  Abor ig ina l  r igh ts .

He len  Ba i l l i e  was  a  descendent  o f  the  Ba i l l i e  b ro thers  who 
were  ear l y  se t t l e rs  in  V ic to r ia .  Her  AS IO f i l e  descr ibed 
her  as  a  ‘Chr i s t i an  Communis t ’ , a  descr ip t i on  she  herse l f 
once  used .  Her  be l i e fs  l ed  her  to  vo lun teer  as  a  nurse  fo r 
the  Repub l i can  fo rces  dur ing  the  Span ish  C iv i l  War  and 
work  fo r  the  Span ish  Re l ie f  Commi t tee  in  Me lbourne .  She 
t rave l l ed  w ide l y  to  l ea rn  more  about  Abor ig ina l  ma t te rs 
and  jo ined  the  V ic to r ian  Abor ig ina l  Group and fo rmed 
the  V ic to r ian  Abor ig ina l  Fe l l owsh ip  Group in  1932 an 
assoc ia t ion  fo r  Chr i s t i ans  in te res ted  in  Abor ig ina l  we l fa re .

Key 	
People         
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Contemporary photograph of  
462 Punt Road, South Yarra, and former 

home of Helen Baillie  
(photographer Andrew Kostanski)

She became a  l i f e  member  o f  the  Aus t ra l i an  Abor ig ines ’ 
League tha t  f o rmed in  1936 to  f igh t  f o r  equa l  r igh ts 
fo r  Abor ig ina l  peop le . She  was  a lso  connec ted  w i th  the 
Assoc ia t ion  fo r  the  Pro tec t ion  o f  Na t i ve  Races  in  Sydney 
and  the  Ant i -S laver y  and  Abor ig ines ’  P ro tec t ion  Soc ie ty  in 
London. One assoc ia te  has  reca l l ed  tha t  she  was  ‘d r i ven 
by  a  fee l ing  o f  gu i l t  tha t  her  ances to rs  had  taken  the 
land ’ . A f te r  1951 she  became a  member  o f  severa l  ac t i v i s t 
g roups  inc lud ing  the  Women’s  In te rna t iona l  League fo r 
Peace  and F reedom and the  Counc i l  f o r  Abor ig ina l  R igh ts . 

Ba i l l i e  acknowledged Abor ig ina l  peop le  as  ‘ the  o r ig ina l 
inhab i tan ts ’  o f  our  l and .  She  a rgued tha t  se t t l e r 
Aus t ra l i ans  had  a  du ty  to  them and emphas ised  the  ‘a lmos t 
un i fo rmly  bad  … h is to r y  o f  Aus t ra l i a ’ .  She  encouraged 
women ac t i v i s ts  to  seek  p ro fess iona l  emp loyment  in 
Abor ig ina l  a f fa i r s : ‘women w i th  a  rea l  l ove  fo r  the 
Abor ig ines , w i th  a  voca t ion  fo r  the  work  and  a  l i k ing  fo r 
an  adventurous  and  p ioneer ing  l i f e , wou ld  do  a  work  no t 
on l y  o f  g rea t  se r v ice  to  the  Abor ig ines , bu t  … to  the  wh i te 
se t t l e rs  as  we l l ’ .



Writ ing in 1956, Helen Bai l l ie  descr ibed her c i rcumstances:

   �I  am ver y  hard up as I  have had so many Abor ig ina l  fo lk 
s tay ing in  my home.  They came up f rom Framl ingham 
(30km nor th east  o f  Warrnambool )  look ing for  work and I 
have been keeping them and pay ing fares whi le  they were 
look ing for  work.  They have ver y  b ig appet i tes and I  have 
a huge food b i l l  … I  have on ly  one boy who is  do ing wel l .  
He is  in  regular  work as a bu i lder ’s  labourer  and a lways 
pays h is  board regular l y  but  many of  the others are a 
prob lem.  The boy who is  do ing wel l  is  J immie Berg, aged 
18 f rom Nyora S. G ipps land … and he is  a  cous in of  the 
lads f rom Framl ingham.

Indigenous Elder Jim Berg was a boarder at Helen Bai l l ie’s 
home during the 1950s.  In a recent interview, Berg 
commented that Bai l l ie ‘was a giver, she gave more than she 
received…everybody who came there looking for assistance 
one way or another, she gave…she gave them a roof over 
their head or money; she gave while she had i t ’ .  In relat ion 
to the rules of the house, Berg recal led that ‘she had a set 
of rules and people respected the rules…people used to 
bring food in, go down the street and buy foods.  I t  wasn’t a 
completely handout mental i ty there, i t  was a two way thing.  
Berg noted that Bai l l ie’s place ‘was a centre, in one sense, for 
one group of [ Indigenous] people from the Western Distr ict’.
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Helen Baillie

Helen Baillie and Hills Hoist



When Helen Bai l l ie died in 1970, Elder Banjo Clarke 
expressed a desire for a memorial  to be bui l t  to remember al l 
the good she had done.  He recal led his impression of Bai l l ie:

   �She could be strict with the blackfel lahs l iving with her too.  
She would remind everyone of their Aboriginal principles and 
duties to each other, and once, when one of the blackfel lahs 
was in hospital, she made all the blackfel lahs that was 
staying with her go and sit on the lawn outside the hospital, 
the Aboriginal way, so that the sick person could feel their 
spir it.  … Miss Bail l ie did more than anyone I knew of at 
that t ime for Aboriginal people, never stopping to think 
about herself.  And yet she has been so much forgotten.

There  i s  a  con t inuum be tween Ba i l l i e ’s  ac t i v i sm and tha t 
o f  l a te r  g roups  such  as  Ac t ion  fo r  Abor ig ina l  R igh ts  and 
S tonn ing ton  C i t i zens  fo r  Reconc i l i a t i on . The i r  e f f o r t s  have 
p roduced many  s ign i f i can t  ach ievements , inc lud ing  the 
C i t y  o f  S tonn ing ton  adopt ing  a  S ta tement  o f  Commi tment 
to  Ind igenous  Aus t ra l i ans  in  Oc tober  2002 and a 
Reconc i l i a t i on  Ac t ion  P lan  in  Augus t  2005.

Helen Baillie (in centre) and 
some of her residents
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Jim Berg

J im Berg came to Melbourne from Gippsland when he  
was 16 or 17 years old to f ind work.  During this t ime  
he boarded with Helen Bai l l ie at her home at Punt Road, 

       South Yarra.  He had previously worked in Framlingham 
as a woodcutter and in Upper Beaconsf ie ld on the rai lways. 
In compi l ing Stonnington’s Indigenous History, J im Berg was 
interv iewed in May 2006.  The fol lowing are extracts from  
that interv iew.

   �I  was  a  b r i ck ie ’s  l abourer, r igger, sca f fo lder. . . 
My  goodness  p robab l y  1956 O l ymp ics , p robab l y  in  the 
50s .  I t  i s  a  b i t  ha rd  [ to  remember ]  because  when I  l e f t 
schoo l  a t  14 I  was  on l y  ou t  o f  work  fo r  about  two years  in 
my 68 years . I  used  to  have  two to  th ree  jobs  a t  a  t ime, 
so  I  used  to  go  away  and c lean  b r i cks  on  the  weekend 
and go  to  do  o ther  work .

   �Yeah  I  went  down to  Por t l and  and became a 
s laughte rman.  In  Por t l and  I  became a  s laughte rman o f f 
and  on  fo r  14½ years .  Wi th  ever y  o ther  j ob  in  be tween 
l i ke  I  used  to  work  two o r  th ree  jobs  as  a  s laughte rman 
on  the  weekends .  And I  reached a  s tage  where  i t  was 
350 men work ing  the  mut ton  cha ins  and  I  was  one  o f 
th ree  who can  do  ever y  j ob  on  the  cha in . Jim Berg’s Grandmother Mary
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Helen Baillie, Albert (Gunboat) Clarke & Jim’s Mother, Henrietta Clarke

Rex Wright, Jim Berg &  
Maisie Lorna Clarke

   �And  the  young fe l l ow l y ing  down there  i s  Rex  Wr igh t .  
I  was  a  day  o lder  than  Rex .  He  d ied  in  h i s  mid  30s .  
Jus t  l oung ing  a round in  the  sunsh ine . Ver y  n ice  and  tha t 
i s  on  her  [He len  Ba i l l i e ’s ]  f ron t  l awn.

   �Yes , there  was  my g randfa ther, my  g randmother  sa id  you 
w i l l  ge t  wha t  you  deser ve , my  pop  says , a lways  speak 
the  t ru th , my  unc le  Ban jo  C la rke  says  i f  you  haven ’ t  go t 
p r inc ip les  then  you  a re  no t  a  man and the  o ther  unc le 
says  hard  work  w i l l  never  do  you  any  harm.  So  I  s tuck 
by  those  four  p r inc ip les  and  ever y  t ime I  saw my unc le 
and  I  sa id  you  cos t  me ano ther  f r i end  unc le , he  sa id  he 
wasn’ t  your  f r i end  in  the  f i r s t  p lace .

   �Yeah, even as a k id  walk ing down the Avenue wi th Fram 
cous ins, I  used to  drop back and just  s i t  in  the gut ter  or 
the gu l l y, where’s  J im you know what  he’s  l ike he is  o f f  on 
h is  own again.  I  am a great  be l iever  in  people. I  be l ieve i f 
you scra tch my back I  wi l l  scra tch your  back.  No thanks 
I  judge the issues.  I f  I  am at  a  meet ing, l ike ta lk ing to 
you now, doesn’ t  mean that  I  wouldn’ t  ta lk  to  you outs ide 
i f  I  had someth ing that  I  d isagree wi th I  would ignore 
you complete ly  but  ins ide a meet ing I  would suppor t  your 
ideas i f  they were worthwhi le . Ever ybody knew exact l y 
where I  s tood.  F ine in  a  meet ing, but  outs ide, who are 
you? So that  is  where the pr inc ip les come in .

J im Berg  i s  a  found ing  member  o f  the  Koor ie  Her i tage 
Trus t  and  today  s i t s  on  i t s  board .
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Key 	
People         

Banjo Clarke

B an jo  (Henr y )  C la rke  was  born 
a round 1922 on  F raml ingham 
Abor ig ina l  m iss ion , l oca ted 

near  War rnamboo l  in  Sou th-Weste rn 
V ic to r ia .  Dur ing  the  depress ion 
Ban jo  moved to  Me lbourne  w i th  h is 
fami l y  to  l ook  fo r  work .

Through the  remin iscences  o f  the 
la te  Ban jo  C la rke  we lea rn  o f  the 
Abor ig ina l  ac t i v i sm o f  He len  Ba i l l i e 
and  l i f e  in  the  1940s and 1950s.
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   �A t  tha t  t ime, one  o ld  Chr i s t i an  lady  was  a  g rea t  he lp  to  us  Abor ig ina ls  in  any  so r t  o f 
t roub le  l i ke  tha t . Her  name was  He len  Ba i l l i e , bu t  we a lways  ca l l ed  her  Miss  Ba i l l i e .  
She  was  a  nurse  f rom a  we l l - to-do  fami l y  who had  once  been fa rmers  in  the  Weste rn 
D is t r i c t , and  she  devo ted  her  l i f e  to  he lp ing  Abor ig ina ls  in  ever y  way  poss ib le .  I  don ’ t 
th ink  her  fami l y  rea l l y  approved .  She  used  to  pay  lawyers  ou t  o f  her  own pens ion  to  ac t 
f o r  us  i f  we  was  in  t roub le  w i th  the  law.  I f  b lack  ch i ld ren  were  s ick , she ’d  take  them 
to  hosp i ta l .  She  even  went  as  a  de lega te  to  a  government  convent ion  in  Canber ra  to 
speak  up  fo r  be t te r  cond i t i ons  fo r  Abor ig ina l  peop le .  She  was  an  unsung hero  fo r  us 
b lack fe l l ahs .  She  loved  ever yone .

   �M iss  Ba i l l i e  a lways  kep t  her  money  in  a  l i t t l e  purse  tha t  was  t i ed  a round her  wa is t 
and  h idden undernea th  her  sk i r t .  She  a lways  wore  long , o ld- fash ioned dresses  tha t 
had  been her  mother ’s , and  some o f  the  b lack fe l l ahs  wou ld  wonder  how she  managed 
to  ge t  her  money  in  and  ou t  o f  tha t  purse  w i thou t  ge t t ing  undressed .  Somet imes 
the  d runks  wou ld  t r y  to  ge t  a t  her  purse  f rom undernea th  her  sk i r t s  and  she  wou ld 
s lap  the i r  hands  and say  in  her  ve r y  educa ted  way  o f  ta lk ing , ‘Don’ t  you  do  tha t ! ’ 
Somet imes  she  cou ldn ’ t  he lp  laugh ing  a t  them.  She  had  a  g rea t  sense  o f  humour  and 
when she  laughed she ’d  a lways  pu t  her  hand over  her  mouth .  We o f ten  had  a  joke 
w i th  her, espec ia l l y  whenever  she  d rove  us  anywhere .  She  wasn’ t  a  ve r y  good dr i ve r 
and  had  some near  misses  in  tha t  ca r.  So  we weren ’ t  a l l owed to  ta lk  to  her  when 
she  was  d r i v ing  because  she  had  t roub le  concent ra t ing .  Bu t  she ’d  a lways  d r i ve  a l l 
the  b lack fe l l ahs  to  government  e lec t ions  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t , because  a l though they 
cou ldn ’ t  vo te  she  wanted  them to  have  the i r  say.

Banjo Clarke, photograph by JB Ellis, 
University of Melbourne Archives,  
ID: UMA/1/194
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Indigenous 
Clans, 

Countries & 
Languages

T he language o f  the  Me lbourne  a rea  i s  co l l ec t i ve l y  known as  ‘Ku l in ’  o r  ‘Eas t  Ku l in ’ 
recogn is ing  tha t  there  a re  more  languages  than  those  spoken a round Me lbourne . 
The  ‘Eas t  Ku l in ’  l anguage has  th ree  d ia lec ts , Boonwur rung, Wo iwur rung and 

Daungwur rung.  L ingu is ts  l abe l l ed  these  languages  Ku l in  because  th i s  word  i s  common to 
a l l  the  d ia lec ts  and  means  ‘man’ .

The  cur ren t  C i t y  o f  S tonn ing ton  fo rmed par t  o f  the  Boonwur rung language a rea . The 
nor thern  boundar y  o f  the  C i t y  o f  S tonn ing ton , the  Yar ra  R i ve r  and  Gard iner ’s  Creek , 
approx imates  the  boundar y  be tween the  Boonwur rung and the i r  nor thern  ne ighbour, the 
Wo iwur rung.  The  Boonwur rung he ld  a  nar row s t r ip  tha t  ex tended as  fa r  wes t  as  the 
Wer r ibee  R ive r.  The  Yar ra  R i ve r  and  Gard iner ’s  Creek  p rov ided  the  Boonwur rung and 
Wo iwur rung w i th  food  inc lud ing  p lan ts , ee ls , f i sh , musse ls  and  wa te r fow l  as  we l l  as  be ing 
t rad i t i ona l  camping  p laces . There  were  in te r-mar r iages  be tween the  Boonwur rung and 
the i r  Wo iwur rung (Wurund je r i )  ne ighbours .

The  Ya luk i t -w i l l am, whose  name probab l y  means  “ r i ve r  camp” o r  “ r i ve r  dwe l le rs” , were 
assoc ia ted  w i th  the  coas ta l  t rac t  a t  the  head o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bay  ex tend ing  to  the  Wer r ibee 
R ive r  and  inc luded Wi l l i amstown, Por t  Ph i l l i p , S t  K i lda  and  Prahran . The  count r y  o f  the 
Ya luk i t -w i l l am c lan  covered  a l l  o f  the  C i t y  o f  S tonn ing ton  w i th  the  except ion  o f  the  sma l l 
po r t i on  eas t  o f  Gard iner ’s  Creek , wh ich  i s  Wurund je r i -ba lug  (Wo iwur rung )

In  the  1830s the  Ya luk i t -w i l l am numbered  a t  l eas t  40 peop le .  They  were  descr ibed  as 
hunte r-ga there rs  who moved a round w i th in  the  l im i ts  o f  the i r  te r r i t o r y  to  take  advantage 
o f  seasona l  f ood  resources .  They  had  two c lan  heads , Der r imut  and  N inger ranaro .  

Country – Yalukit-willam
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East Kulin language areas and clans 
(Source Clark 1990:364)

The Ya luk i t -w i l l am peop le  spoke  the  Boonwur rung 
language.  Boon be ing  the i r  d i s t inc t i ve  word  fo r  ‘no ’ , 
and  wur rung mean ing  ‘ l i ps ’ , ‘mouth ’ , and  ‘ l anguage’ .  
‘Boonwur rung’  i s  used  ra ther  than  ‘Bunwur rung’  o r 
‘Bunerong’  so  tha t  we do  no t  mispronounce  the  f i r s t  vowe l 
as  the  vowe l  o f  sun , pun , e tc .  

A t  the  t ime o f  European se t t l ement  there  was  a  long-
s tand ing  enmi ty  be tween the  Boonwur rung and the  Gana i 
peop les  o f  G ipps land . The  Gana i  peop les  o f  G ipps land 
ca l l ed  the  Boonwur rung, thurung ( t i ge r  snakes )  ‘because 
they  came sneak ing  about  to  k i l l  us ’ .  The  Boonwur rung 
ca l l ed  the  Gana i  and  o ther  non-Ku l in  peop les , ma inma i t ,  
o r  berb i ra , mean ing  ‘no  good’ , ‘ f o re ign ’  o r  ‘w i ld  men’ .  
These  d i f fe rences  were  se t t l ed  in  the  la te  1840s.

Language – Boonwurrung
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T he language o f  the  Me lbourne  a rea , w i th  i t s  th ree  d ia lec ts , Daungwur rung, 
Wo iwur rung and Boonwur rung, i s  co l l ec t i ve l y  known as  the  Ku l in  o r  Eas t  Ku l in 
g roup  o f  l anguages .

Boonwurrung Names for Flora and Fauna

fat-tailed dunnart	 barruth	
native cat	 yurn
ring-tailed possum	 bamun
grey kangaroo	 marram
red kangaroo	 djimbanggurr
dingo	 yirrangin
sugar glider	 warran
bandicoot	 bung
quail	 tre-bin
pelican	 wadjil
emu	 barraimal
water fowl	 kor-rung-un-un
ibis	 baibadjerruk
swan	 gunuwarra
black duck	 dulum
nankeen kestrel	 gawarn
black cockatoo	 yanggai
peewee	 dit-dit
eel	 yuk
oyster	 u.yoke
cockle	 mur-yoke
periwinkle	 pid-de-ron
stingray	 barbewor

whale	 betayil
f lathead	 dalum
shark	 darrak
blackfish	 duat
ant	 burrun
f ly	 garragarrak
butterfly	 balam-balam
bee	 murnalong
frog	 ngarrert
tadpole	 poorneet
she-oak	 tur-run
banksia, honeysuckle	 warrak
yellow box	 dhagurn
peppermint tree	 wiyal
woolly tea-tree	 wulep
sarsaparilla	 wadimalin
clematis aristata	 minamberang
wattle	 garrong
yellow box	 dhagurn
buttercup	 gurm-burrut
yam daisy	 murna
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S tonn ing ton  has  numerous  s t ree t  names tha t  have  an  Abor ig ina l  o r ig in .   
The  fo l l ow ing  examples  demonst ra te  the  poss ib le  her i tage  o f  Abor ig ina l  s t ree t 
names in  the  c i t y.

Language Heritage in Stonnington Today

Carrum Street: presumably 
derived from Carrum Carrum 
Swamp or Seaford Swamp, a 
Boonwurrung placename of 
unknown meaning.

Dandenong Road: the 
meaning of Dandenong is 
not certain, there are two 
translations ‘going to eat’ or 
‘frost-bitten feet’.

I l lawarra Crescent:  
a Jardwadjal i placename and 
forest name in the Northern 
Grampians; of uncertain 
meaning.

Karbarook Avenue: meaning 
and derivation is not known.

Koornang Road: presumably 
a variant of ‘gurnung’, the 
Kulin word for r iver creek.

Kooyong Road: may be 
derived from Kooyong-koot 
(Gardiner’s Creek).  Four 
meanings are given in the 
l i terature ‘guyun’ or ‘f ighting 
spear’; ‘camp or resting 
place’, ‘the haunt of the 
waterfowl’ and a ‘f ish spear’.

Larnook Street: a Kulin 
word, lar-ng-uk meaning 
‘his/her nest or camp’. 
Lar(ng) is seen elsewhere 
in Kulin placenames, such 
as Langi Ghiran, Langi Wil l i , 
Larnebarramul Lagoon, Langi 
Kal Kal, Langi Logan and 
Laharum.

Mernda Road: presumably 
named after a Woiwurrung 
placename in the City of 
Whitt lesea, presumably 
meaning ‘earth’.

Monaro Close: presumably 
named after the southern 
NSW Monaro region.  The 
word has several meanings 
in the l i terature, including ‘a 
plain’ and ‘the navel’.

Monomeath Avenue: 
presumably named after 
Monomeith, a Boonwurrung 
placename in the City of 
Cardinia, meaning ‘pleasant, 
good, pure’.

Moralla Road: meaning and 
derivation is not known

Orrong Road: possibly a 
corruption of (W)urrung, 
meaning ‘language, l ips, 
mouth’.
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Clans, 

Countries & 
Languages

Aboriginal campsite 
William Thomas, in R Brough Smyth 

Papers, La Trobe Australasian 
Manuscripts Collection, State Library 
of Victoria (sourced from Ellender & 

Christiansen 2001: 52

Quamby Avenue: presumably 
named after Dhauwurdwurrung 
placename in the Moyne 
Shire; quamby/guwambi is a 
Woiwurrung word meaning ‘a 
sleeping place’.

Toorak: is a variant of Turrak, 
the widespread eastern Kulin 
word for ‘reedy grass’ or 
‘weed in lagoon’.  

Tooronga Road: believed 
to be an indigenous place 
name, however very l i tt le 
is known about its origins.  
Two meanings are recorded: 
‘new, not old, modern’ and 
‘bulrush’.

Trawalla Avenue: 
presumably named after the 
Wathawurrung placename in 
the Pyrenees Shire meaning 
‘much rain, wild water, f lood’.

Tyalla Crescent: possibly 
named after the western 
Kulin t jala/t jal i  equivalent 
to ‘wurru’, ‘mouth, l ips, 
language’.

Warra Street: possibly 
named after ‘wurru’ the 
Kulin word for ‘mouth, l ips, 
language’.

Warrigal Road: presumably 
named after Warrigal, the 
Dharuk (NSW) word for ‘wild 
or savage/untamed, wild 
dog’.
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Significant 
sites

Cultural sites in the City of Stonnington
Stonn ing ton  con ta ins  many  s i tes  tha t  a re  s ign i f i can t .

Site Significance

Tromgin

Waterhole, important eeling site in the 1830s and 1840s; 
regular campsite during 1840s; site of cremations in 1840s; 
site of Protectorate operations; Walpole’s station in 1840s, 
later site for the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Prahran 
895-acre site of Government Mission under supervision of 
George Langhorne, 1837-1839; site of numerous burials; 
temporary residence of Protectorate officials, 1839

Gardiner’s station adjoining 
Government mission

(South of Yarra River, east of present 
day Anderson Street)

John Gardiner’s station; Gardiner employed an Aboriginal 
youth from the Murrumbidgee, possibly a Wiradjuri speaker; 
station beside Government Mission was the site of conflict 
in April 1838, Aboriginal people raiding Gardiner’s crops, 
especially potatoes, and subsequent capture of Tullamarine 
and Jin Jin

Terneet 
Tivoli

Residence and farm of Chief Protector, George Augustus 
Robinson (purchased in 1840, resident from late 1843 until 
mid 1852); also known as Tivoli; personally associated with 
Derrimut, significant Yalukit-willam leader; residence of 
many of the 15 Tasmanian Aboriginal people (1839-1842) 
who accompanied Robinson from Flinders Island; several 
Aboriginal people are buried at Terneet; many Woiwurrung, 
Boonwurrung, and Wathawurrung and others visited Robinson 
at his home

Turruk Regular campsite during 1840s

Forest in northwest corner of Fawkner 
Park; and opposite  
Fawkner Hotel

Known camping site in late 1840s and 1850s; 
Aboriginal people used to meet there every month on the full 
moon and hold corroborees, late 1840s until 1851; camping 
place of Derrimut
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Significant 
sites

Site Significance
Forest, Chapel Street, Windsor Known camping site in late 1840s and 1850s
Lake Como, Como Park near  
Williams Road

Favourite resort of the Aborigines, late 1840s and 1850s

Site of Toorak Hotel Campsite of Murrey, the king of the Yarra Yarra tribe
Forest between Church of England 
Grammar School in Domain Road and 
Toorak Road

Campsite of Aborigines in late 1850s

Gully near junction of Toorak Road and 
Chapel Street

Aboriginal camp site in tea-tree scrub; used by Aboriginal 
people visiting from Gippsland

Chapel Street, between Commercial 
Road and Dandenong Road

Meeting place for staging corroborees

Mount Erica near corner of High Street 
and Williams Road

Corroboree site during early history of Prahran

High Street, near Malvern Town Hall Meeting place and venue for staging corroborees
Banks of swamp at Yarra Street, 
now the site of the playground of 
Melbourne High School, alongside the 
South Yarra Railway Bridge

Campsite of Derrimut

South Yarra Depot, near Clara Street
Beruke, or Gellibrand, member of Native Police Corps, buried 
there on 14 January 1852

Southeast corner of Punt and 
Commercial Roads

Gathering of Aboriginal people to celebrate occasion of the 
marriage of the Prince of Wales 1863

Residence, 462 Punt Road
Former home of pro-Indigenous activist Helen Baillie 1940s-1970; 
became an important place of residence of Aboriginal people 
visiting Melbourne, particularly from the Framlingham community

Kooyong Park, Malvern
Some 1500 artifacts excavated from Kooyong Park 1975-78 
by local resident Dennis Mayor
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This document is a summary of  An Indigenous History of Stonnington (2006)  
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