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Annual Report 
2020–21
Every year, we prepare an Annual Report 
to report our progress on implementing 
our four-year Council Plan to the public. 

This year’s Annual Report 2020–21 is the fourth and 
final progress report against our Council Plan 2017–21. 
Achievements are detailed against each pillar of the Council Plan: Community, 
Liveability, Environment and Economy. It features information about current 
projects and initiatives, and tracks Council’s performance over time. 

A word from 
the new Mayor
There is so much to be excited 
about as we head into summer 
and your Council is working to 
make sure Stonnington is set  
to thrive for years to come. 

It is my great honour to serve the 
Stonnington community as Mayor for 
the second time and I thank my fellow 
Councillors for the opportunity. I also 
congratulate Cr Melina Sehr on her 
re-election as Deputy Mayor. Cr Sehr has 
twenty years of experience on Council 
and I look forward to working together in 2022.

I’d also like to congratulate Cr Kate Hely for her time as Mayor, I look forward to 
working alongside her for the next three years.

With lockdowns behind us, we’re working on economic and community recovery 
initiatives to ensure our businesses and residents are supported. This includes an 
exciting events program over summer to help our community to reconnect and 
support local businesses while doing so. This edition of Stonnington News includes 
lots of things to do over summer right across our municipality.

One of the projects I’m most excited about started in my first term as Mayor in 2016–17 
when Council pursued opportunities to create more facilities for female sport. Five 
years later, I’m delighted that construction of four new indoor netball and basketball 
courts will soon get underway at the Percy Treyvaud Memorial Park in Malvern East, 
alongside new facilities for sporting clubs who already call the park home. This is a 
crucial project for our community and will create much needed opportunities for 
women and girls to play sport locally.

With both state and federal elections on the horizon in 2022 there is also a fantastic 
opportunity to advocate on your behalf for commitments in Stonnington. I can’t wait 
to get started!

I hope that everyone has a great Christmas and New Year, with the opportunity to 
spend time with loved ones and friends. You’ve earned it.

Cr Jami Klisaris 
 Mayor 
City of Stonnington

Future Stonnington 
Our Future Stonnington document sets out our 
community’s aspirations for the city, and how  
we will strive towards this vision over the next  
four years. 

It reflects more than nine months of 
conversations with our community 
about the future they want for our city. 
This included a process of deliberative 
engagement with our Shaping 
Stonnington People’s Panel; a diverse 
group of 32 people broadly 
representative of Stonnington. The 
resulting Community Vision 2040 
(within the Future Stonnington 
document) is a testament to the hard 
work, commitment and enthusiasm of 
the panel.

To bring this to life, our Council Plan 
2021–25 sets out strategic directions 
and objectives to guide our 
organisation in responding to 
priorities. 

It centres around three 
focus areas: 

• A thriving and unique place
• An inclusive and healthy

community, and
• A people-centred and future

ready city.
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Cover image: Lights, camera, sound − live music 
and performance is back as Jess & Matt take centre 
stage at the Chapel.

About Stonnington News  
Stonnington News is published by the City of 
Stonnington. While every effort is made to ensure 
the information contained in this edition of 
Stonnington News is correct at the time of printing, 
details are subject to change.

Disclaimer: The views expressed by individuals in 
this publication do not necessarily reflect  
the policy or position of City of Stonnington. 

© City of Stonnington

Stonnington News is printed on Grange Laser, 
manufactured by Australian Paper using fibrous 
raw materials sourced from suppliers who practice 
sustainable management of forests in line with  
strict international standards and operate under  
ISO 14001.

 Visit stonnington.vic.gov.au/communitysupport

Help shape our  
2022–23 Budget
Community engagement is underway on our budget for 2022–23, 
with a new online budget simulation tool to better explain our 
budget planning process and more effectively involve our 
community on shaping our priorities.

Our annual budget makes day-to-day life in Stonnington possible, funding services 
like roads, open space, waste and recycling, animal management, maternal and 
child health, aged services and early education, among many other things.

Visit connectstonnington.vic.gov.au before 20 January to take part. This is a new 
style of budget engagement for the City of Stonnington so that we can make it easier 
for people to let us know how we should prioritise our budgets in the future.

Also on connectstonnington.vic.gov.au until 10 December you can help shape our 
first ever smart cities strategy, with additional engagement opportunities to be 
announced in the first half of 2022.

Community support 
and recovery
Over the past 18 months, we’ve focused on finding many new and 
easily accessible ways of providing support services and resources 
for our community. 

Just knowing where to find help or how to access vital services was challenging so 
we established a community support and recovery page on our website.

This one-stop shop is where you can access a range of support services and learn 
about initiatives that will help our community recover from the pandemic. 

From arts and cultural support, to information on mental health resources, family 
support services, financial assistance and employment initiatives, there’s support 
here for everyone, and information is updated regularly. 

 Find out more at stonnington.vic.gov.au/councilplan
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Report of operations

Stonnington community profile

Residents:  
118,614 

Density:  
46.27 persons per hectare

Median age: 35

Household income:  
$1,942 median per week 

Demographic 
profile

Home ownership

 8.7% 

 3%

 40.8% 
renting

public housing

mortgage

not stated 

fully own house

 20.9%  

 25.5%  

23%
speak a 
language 
other  than 
English at 
home

21.4%
of people 
volunteer

83%
of homes 
have  
internet 
connection

15.8% 
do not own 
a car

3.3% 
need 
assistance   
due to a 
disability

Fast facts

19.5%
couples with 
children

25%
couples 
without  
children

5.5%
one-parent  
families

7%
older 
couples
without 
children

31.7%
single-
person
households

73.5%
medium and  
high-density
housing

Households 
Average 
household size = 2.1

Economy
Employed residents  
= 71,841 

18.2%

19% 

14.2%

14.5%

16.7%

17.7% 

9.2%

9.9%

41.7% 
other

39% 
other

professional, scientific and technical services 

financial and insurance services 

professional, scientific and technical services

rental, hiring and real estate services

retail trade

health care and social assistance 

accommodation and food services 

Local jobs: 68,030 / Largest employers:

Local businesses: 18,717 / Industry types:

health care and social assistance 

Source: Profile i.d. (Online information tool which provides local demographic, economic, housing and population forecast data for Stonnington.)   
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Annual Report

 Learn more at stonnington.vic.gov.au/annualreport

 Help shape our budget at connectstonnington.vic.gov.au

https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/About/Corporate-documents/Council-Plan-and-Community-Vision
https://www.connectstonnington.vic.gov.au/
https://www.connectstonnington.vic.gov.au/
https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/About/Corporate-documents/Annual-Report-and-Budget
https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/COVID-19-updates/Community-support-and-recovery
https://www.connectstonnington.vic.gov.au/


CHAPEL SUMMER SESSIONS
The Chapel Summer Sessions is a series of live, intimate gigs 
featuring some of the most exciting artists emerging on the circuit. 

In February, Chapel Off Chapel hosts Australia's most exciting and well-loved 
musicians. Full lineup at chapeloffchapel.com.au

Jess & Matt are no strangers to the 
Summer Sessions’ spotlight. They are 
ARIA chart-toppers and proclaim 
Chapel Off Chapel to be their favourite 
venue. We caught up with the folk /pop 
duo to discuss their upcoming live show 
on 11 February.

Q. What are your memories of playing
at Chapel Off Chapel?

A. Our favourite venue in the world is
Chapel Off Chapel. A converted
church, turned music venue, there is
something so magical and nostalgic
about it and we played many of our
songs for the first time there with
our band. It will always have a
special place in our hearts and to be
honest, it’s hard to find anything
that matches its level! Stonnington
City Council have just been
incredible; we have never worked
with such a supportive arts-focused
Council before.

Q. Can you tell us about your brand
new album Wildflowers?

A. Wildflowers is a pretty personal
document of our musical freedom
and intense self-discovery. We’ve
been writing these songs over the
past few years here in Sydney and in
Nashville, and stepping out
independently gave us the freedom
to produce these songs the way we
have always wanted. The album is a
journey of our relationship, with all

the struggles and triumphs we’ve 
faced over the years. The album 
concept is through some of the 
harshest and wildest conditions in 
which wildflowers bloom and 
flourish.

Q. How has the last year influenced
your music?

A. It’s a strange time in the world for
music. We recorded the album at the
beginning of lockdown last year, and
found ourselves in another
lockdown for its release. I think it
actually made people focus in on the
album more as life slowed down and
they had more time to listen; people
were more connected than ever.

Q. What do you look forward to when
coming to Stonnington?

A. We always stay at our favourite
accommodation at the Quest
Prahran and love wandering the
streets finding new incredible eats! A
highlight has been Tokyo Tina (the
best vibe ever) and grabbing post-
show drinks at Boston Sub.

Q. What can we expect from your
upcoming show?

A. We will be playing our album back to
back for the first time ever! We are so
grateful that we can do this at
Chapel as there is so much
sentimental connection to that
incredible room.

Coming soon to 
Chapel Off Chapel – 
Live, Intimate and 
Iconic. 
DON’T MISS THESE SHOWS:

Australian Tap Dance Festival Gala

24 and 25 January 2022
Join us for an epic reunion of Australia’s best tap dancers 
from shows such as Drummer Queens, Tap Dogs, 42nd 
Street, plus their residency performers with inspiring new 
works. A non-stop evening of live music, rhythm and 
toe-tapping entertainment, hosted by the charismatic 
Eden Read. Get excited and be inspired by the 
entertainment and diversity of the wonderful art of tap.

Finucane and Smith's Travelling Dance Hall 

27 – 30 January 2022
The smash-hit Finucane and Smith's Travelling Dance 
Hall barnstorms the Midsumma Festival. Packed with 
queer icons, performance art glamazons, sequins, 
songbirds, disco, go-go and scintillating strangeness. 
From the unstoppable creators of the world’s most 
awarded provocative variety, having played to 600,000 
fans in 18 countries, won 13 awards, and performing the 
longest tour of variety since the Gold Rush, Finucane  
and Smith know how to mix a party.

Stardust + The Mission 

17 – 26 February  2022
Family secrets are revealed in the spellbinding theatre 
show Stardust + The Mission, featuring two powerful, yet 
forgotten, Australian stories that uncover the past to 
reveal who we are today. Starring multi-award winning 
ABC Classic presenter and performer Joel Carnegie and 
acclaimed Gunditjmara actor Tom Molyneux, experience 
the premiere season of this nationally touring double bill 
at Chapel Off Chapel.

Pierce Brothers – Live at Chapel Off Chapel
Enjoy our gift to you; a live album recording of the Pierce 
Brothers at Chapel Off Chapel. Energetic, indie-folk 
mainstays Pierce Brothers have just released the live 
recording of their performance at the Chapel Summer 
Sessions 2021. Your soundtrack to summer. Now 
streaming on Spotify and Apple Music, scan the QR code 
and give it a listen – you’ll love it.
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  All bookings and information at chapeloffchapel.com.au

We’re back and live 
at Chapel!
The local arts industry is gearing up for a renaissance in what 
has been the most challenging of times over the last 20 months 
for performers and adoring audiences.

The much-anticipated return of live music and performance to Stonnington is 
something we’ve eagerly awaited and something that needs to be seen, heard and 
experienced to be believed. 

This summer, live music and performance returns to the iconic Chapel Off Chapel, 
ready to entertain us with a fabulous mix of live music, theatre, cabaret and dance.

In February, Chapel Off Chapel hosts a lineup of Australia's most exciting and 
well-loved musicians for the eighth Chapel Summer Sessions series. Featuring Jess 
& Matt, the full lineup will be announced on Chapel Off Chapel’s socials. 

Performer 
spotlight – 
Jess & Matt

CHAPEL OFF CHAPEL

https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/
https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/
https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/show/stardust-the-mission-double-bill/
https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/show/united-in-rhythm/
https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/show/finucane-smiths-travelling-dance-hall/


Supporting community 
through grants
This year, 91 recipients will benefit from more than $600,000 in cash grants 
to support a range of services and initiatives, and a further $13,000 plus will 
support those seeking Quick Response Grants.

Our Community Capacity Grant supports community groups and not-for-profit 
organisations to deliver programs promoting social inclusion and diversity and to 
empower our community to become more resilient and sustainable. 

Here are just three of our well-deserving recipients.

1. The Avalon Centre supports vulnerable people who are homeless,
disadvantaged, living in low economic conditions or are asylum seekers. The
funding will help develop a weekly social support hub and weekly day trips for
people living with disabilities and mental health issues.

2. Malvern Emergency Food Program Inc. provides food parcels and emergency
food relief for vulnerable community members – a much-needed service for
many experiencing hardship during the pandemic.

3. Team Sports 4 All (TS4A) helps children who don’t have the opportunity, due to
family financial hardship, to participate in community sport.

Congratulations to all successful grants recipients.

Sport facilities back in action
Our sporting facilities are ready for public use again in 
Stonnington.

Whether you’re keen for a bat and bowl in the cricket nets, a hit of tennis on court or 
a round of golf, your fix of sporting and physical activity is ready to be delivered.

Get ready 
to play 
With summer here, now is the 
best time to vaccinate and it’s 
not too late to get your first or 
second jab. 

Vaccinate and enjoy all that summer 
brings and all the things you love being 
part of such as a friend’s wedding, 
belated celebration, family dinner, 
summer shopping, Christmas drinks 
and making up for lost time.

To date, our friends at Start Health have 
delivered 100,000 vaccinations at 
Prahran Town Hall. Thank you to 
everyone who’s made this happen and 
thanks to our community for 
vaccinating.

Making a splash this summer
Summer is here and what better way to celebrate than by 
returning to the pool with Harold Holt Swim Centre and Prahran 
Aquatic Centre – both making a big welcome comeback splash 
after a tough year.

After a long winter and spring, and an even longer lockdown, summer pool fun is 
back! The sun is out, it’s warm, the doors are open, the water is just right and we are 
loving seeing the the return of lap swimmers, kids doing lessons and everyone 
rediscovering outdoor exercise or relaxing in our pools, spas and saunas.

Work is starting on the restoration of the dive tower at Harold Holt Swim Centre after 
seventeen years on the sidelines (among other works), so the future is looking bright 
and exciting for one of Stonnington’s most-loved treasures. 

To find out how you can get your pool fix, jump on 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/active

  To learn more, visit stonnington.vic.gov.au/grants

To get started, download the    
Beanstack app at  
tinyurl.com/bigsummerread 
or visit your local Stonnington 
Library 

  More information is available at stonnington.vic.gov.au/active

Something 
BIG is coming 
this summer
JOIN. BORROW. PLAY. Win!

The BIG Summer Read is a fun and 
exciting state-wide reading program for 
kids and young people.

The program runs from 1 December 
2021 until 31 January 2022. 

The program consists of exciting 
challenges to keep children reading 
during the summer school holidays.

Every Victorian under the age of 18 is 
welcome to join to track their reading 
and be eligible for rewards and prizes, 
no matter where they are.

Book online at  
starhealth.org.au 

Or call 9525 1300

We’ve searched our archives to bring the past back with these pictorial nuances of summers of a bygone Stonnington era, courtesy of Stonnington History Centre.

“Our beloved Harold Holt and Prahran pools are back 
open and I’m really excited about the works underway 
to restore diving.”
— Cr Koce North Ward

We’re back and waiting for you to start your summer with a splash. 

» Look out also for our 2022 Historic Stonnington calendar, on sale at our libraries.

STONNINGTON NEWS / p 4 MAKING A SPLASH

https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Community/Grants
https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/active/Home
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https://www.starhealth.org.au/


Outdoor dining is back in 
Stonnington this summer as 
everyone rediscovers their 
favourite restaurants, bars and 
cafés. 

Following the success of last year’s 
program, we’ve created even more 
opportunities for more people to enjoy the 
great outdoors while eating, drinking and 
socialising.

Making a welcome return are our popular 
on-street dining experiences at Greville 
Street in Prahran and Beatty Avenue in 
Armadale. We’ve changed traffic flow 
conditions (up until 30 April 2022) to open 
up streets to accommodate more diners. 

On Greville Street, you can enjoy the full 
street closure experience from Thursday 
to Sunday nights, and on Beatty Avenue, 
we’ve cordoned off one lane of the road for 
venues to spill out into the sunshine and 
revelers to enjoy the warmer evenings. 

Our roadside dining program for 
businesses has also been extended so 
you’ll see local businesses reimagining  
car parking spaces in our precincts.  
All permit fees and basic infrastructure 
costs have been waived for eligible 
businesses until 30 April 2022. We’ve also 
made it easier for businesses to expand 
onto the footpaths, with fees waived until 
31 December 2021. 

Find out more about these activations at 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/outdoordining

Here’s a local business sharing their experience using our Business Concierge Service.

ALBERT’S WINE BAR, time to wine and dine
Q. Tell us about your business, 

what makes it different?

A. Albert's is an intimate
neighbourhood wine bar, serving
specialty food and coffee, located at
the rear entrance of The King's
Arcade within a beautiful 19th
century building on a quiet closed
off street. Our setting is unique as
there is no street traffic but still in
very close proximity to the busy
trade of High Street and Armadale
station. We offer a small specialty
food offering including bagels,
salads and house-baked goods.

Q. You recently used Council's
Business Concierge Service, 
how did the service help you
to get started?

A. This service was extremely helpful.
The staff were full of useful tips and
very happy to spend time
considering our proposal and
providing us with tailored

information to help us achieve our 
goals. Rather than provide a set of 
rules, they helped to find solutions 
for our planning needs.

Q. Why did you choose Stonnington
to establish your business?

A. We all grew up in Stonnington and
know it very well. We have plenty of
family and friends in the area, and
seen plenty of similar businesses
thrive. The beautiful streets and
surroundings are an ideal setting for
our hospitality concept and we
know that Council will always be
accommodating of our needs.

Q. How did you get into this
business – tell us a little about
your background?

A. All three of us spent several years in
New York City in our twenties, living
and working. Toby and Doug met
while working at a café in the
financial district, and forged a

strong relationship from there. Alice 
worked for several interior design 
agencies, specialising in hospitality 
fit-outs. When Doug returned from 
the USA in 2020 with the plan to 
open a wine bar, he joined forces 
with Alice and Toby to form a 
well-rounded team.

Q. What do you love about your
customers and staff?

A. Our customers are so supportive of
new business, and like us, love to
indulge in specialty food, coffee and
wine. Our network of customers
have so far proved to be our greatest
marketing tool, spreading the word
amongst their communities. We are
so lucky to have a team of dedicated
workers. Finding staff in hospitality
is always tricky, but to have a team
that are career hospitality
professionals is such an asset. Our
team allows our culture and passion
to always shine through, even when
we are not personally at the counter.

Taking care 
of business
If you’re planning to start 
or expand a business, 
Stonnington’s Business 
Concierge Service can help 
fulfil your dream.

The service can assist with permits 
and registrations to operate, change 
or expand your business. More than 
1,000 businesses have used the 
service since opening in 2020. 

Start your journey at 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/business

If you’re a business looking to get involved in our Business Concierge Service,  
visit stonnington.vic.gov.au/business 17 Morey Street, Armadale 

@albertswinebar 
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“Take the family out to discover everything on offer in 
Malvern East. Head to the Urban Forest Reserve, 
Ardrie Park, Hedgeley Dene Gardens, Phoenix Park 
Playground and Waverley Oval, with a picnic, or 
something from our local businesses and enjoy our 
incredible open spaces.”  — Cr Morgan East Ward

“This is such 
wonderful news for our 
hospitality businesses. 
I’m so excited, as are 
all our amazing local 
businesses, to welcome 
you back for the 
Stonnington outdoor 
dining experience this 
summer. I encourage 
everyone to get 
outdoors, go local and 
support local.”
— Cr Sehr South Ward

Get back outdoors this summer

Hidden gem − go east
When was the last time you ventured over to Malvern East? 

Filled with quality restaurants, 
exceptional coffee and an abundance 
of charm, Malvern East is Stonnington’s 
hidden gem.

Central Park boasts beautiful gardens 
and grassed areas for picnics, a 
playground as well as Koré, an elegant 
public art sculpture by local artist Karl 
Duldig.

Hugging Central Park along Wattletree 
and Burke roads, you’ll find all the 
ingredients for an indulgent weekend: 
amazing coffee, specialty food and 
wine stores, gourmet takeaway dining 
options and boutique shops.

Malvern East will satisfy all your 
outdoor needs with places to picnic, 
play sport and enjoy a little slice of 
nature. Don’t forget the Malvern Valley 
Golf Course.

Foodies will rejoice with a stroll along 
Waverley Road, where you can whet 
your appetite with a host of cuisines. 
Sample Japanese, Italian, Chinese, Thai, 
Nepalese or vegetarian cuisine. 

With an array of eateries, you can take 
your taste buds around the world any 
day of the week in the one great 
location. Go on, go east!
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at Grattan Gardens 
> 2 to 12 December
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Mark out time to visit our lively community plaza and see what all the fuss is about. 

Cato Street, Prahran   prahransquare.com.au
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New Year's Day

New Year's Day 
Public Holiday

Green Screen 
Outdoor cinema series

Green Screen 
Outdoor cinema series

Australian Open 

> 17 to 30 January

Tu B’Shevat 
(Arbor Day)

Buddhist New Year 
Mahayana

Green Screen 
Outdoor cinema series

Sunset Sounds  
at Victoria Gardens 
5pm

Green Screen 
Outdoor cinema series

Term 1 School 
begins

2

12

19

9

16

23

30

7

14

21

29

1

15

2218

63

2017

2726

11

4

31

Melbourne 
International Jazz 
Festival   
at Chapel Off Chapel 
6pm

International Day of 
People with Disability

Chapel Fringe 
Sessions   
at Chapel Off Chapel 
> 3 to 5 December

Melbourne 
International Jazz 
Festival   
at Malvern Town Hall 
6pm

Last Day of Hanukkah Online webinar:  
Create a cool and 
comfortable home this 
summer 
6.30pm – 8pm

Council Meeting

12 Days of 
Christmas  
at Prahran Square  
> 13 to 24 December

Pop up Christmas 
neon installations 
at Central Park  
> 15 to 24 December

School holidays 
begin

December Summer 
Solstice

Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Boxing  
Day

Christmas Day 
Public Holiday

1

8 115

1512

19 20 22

29

26

3

7

17

14

2421

31

4

18

25

2

96

16

23

3027

Chinese New Year World  
Wetlands Day 
visit Glen Iris Wetlands or 
Grange Road Wetlands

Red Feb  
Heart Health Month
> 1 to 28 February

Sustainable Living 
Festival 

> 1 to 28 February

Orthodox Christmas Day

Council Meeting

Summer Sessions   
at Chapel Off Chapel 
> 10 to 13 February

Orthodox New Year

 Valentine’s Day

New bins are made from 70 
per cent recycled plastic 
and old bins won't go to 
waste; they’ll be recycled.

The Classics 
at Malvern Gardens 
7.30pm

Rates instalment 3 due

2

8

16

119

1

18
23

5

12

19

26

3

107

1714

2421

28

DECEMBER 2021 JANUARY 2022
/ Sunday / Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday / Sunday / Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday

FEBRUARY 2022
/ Sunday / Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday

Your guide to the best, brightest and finest SUMMER EXPERIENCES in Stonnington

Bins colour change

From late February, food 
and green waste bins will 
change from burgundy to 
a black body with a lime 
green lid. 

The Prahran Market is 
your one-stop super  
shop for fine, fresh, 
festive and best. 

Located in the commercial heart of 
Stonnington, it’s easy to get to, and even 
easier to shop through, with convenient 
public parking close by. Friendly, 
knowledgeable and passionate 
stallholders are ready to welcome you 
and help you find exactly what you are 
looking for. 

1. Give the gift of food this Christmas 

Prahran Market has everything from cakes 
and Turkish delights, gourmet honey and 
specialty ingredients, to more deli meats 
you can poke a pastrami at. Gift fresh food 
this Christmas with vouchers, hampers,  
gift packs, and much more.

2. Summer of seafood

If you're looking for the best seafood in 
Melbourne, look no further! Prahran 
Market has fresh scallops, crab, lobster, 
fish and many other offerings. The expert 
fishmongers will tell you how to cook it, 
what to pair it with, and where it is from.

3. Time to do your DYIs

Pop into Prahran Market Hardware for all 
your hardware needs and supplies for 
those odd jobs you have these summer 
holidays. Terry is on hand for expert 
advice, know-how and knife sharpening. 
Stop by for a chat today.

63 Commercial Road 
South Yarra

For information, visit 
prahranmarket.com.au

Boxing Day 
Public Holiday

Prahran Square is where it’s at 
Take in the sights, sounds and sunshine and pop in to Prahran 
Square when you’re next in Stonnington.
Right in the cultural centre and surrounded by shops and cafés, there’s something 
for everyone including summertime activities, special events, entertainment and 
great vibes.

It’s the perfect place to meet up with friends and soak in the atmosphere. You can 
park conveniently beneath the square and make your way to the central seating 
area, shaded by bright sun umbrellas next to the water fountain or pack a picnic 
and enjoy the elevated lawn area.

The square is also dog-friendly, equipped with a doggie drinking station and free 
animal waste bags, so pop a lead on your fur baby and bring them along.

While there, visit the Prahran Library or find further information about Council 
services and a summer in Stonnington at Stonnington Services and Visitor Hub. 
Prahran Square is where it’s at!

Prahran Square – an award-winning space
In October, Australia’s International Good Design Awards recognised Prahran 
Square as number one in precinct design.

And, as if that’s not enough, the square picked up a built projects award at the 
recent Australian Urban Design Awards and the pop-up park at Prahran Square 
was a finalist in the Mainstreet awards. 

Congratulations to Prahran Square.

1

2

3
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Keep cool, be safe this summer 

Community safety is paramount in summer. 

Remember to take care and keep safe and cool at home, in the community and on the 
road, and check in on neighbours and loved ones as the temperature rises.

If you need help or feel unwell in hot weather, call NURSE-ON-CALL or in an emergency, 
extreme weather event or accident, call triple zero (000).

For our Council service centres operating hours, events or other information, 
call 8290 1333 or visit stonnington.vic.gov.au

Australia Day 
Public Holiday

Council Meeting
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Bring your furry friends and pose for a fun 
family paw-trait

A family-friendly silent disco filled with all 
the Christmas classics

Chill out in the park with soulful tunes and live 
performances including Kee’ahn, Izy and Kaiit

Join us in sharing festive stories and songs

Offering that unexpected magic we didn’t 
know we needed in truck loads 

A free, sustainable cinema series in the park

Sit back, relax, and enjoy some easy 
lunchtime listening

A magical light and sound display 
incorporating the themes of Christmas 

Delight in an evening of scintillating 
orchestral melodies  

Santa Paws

Christmas Silent Disco

Sunset Sounds

Storytime in the Square

The Bandwagon

Green Screen

Christmas Grand Piano

Sights and Sounds

The Classics

18 − 19 DECEMBER 
2PM − 5PM
PRAHRAN SQUARE

16 AND 23 DECEMBER
6PM AND 9PM
PRAHRAN SQUARE

23 JANUARY 2022
5PM – 8.30PM
VICTORIA GARDENS

13 – 17 AND 20 AND 22 DECEMBER
10AM – 11.30AM
PRAHRAN SQUARE

17 AND 24 DECEMBER
4.30PM − 7.30PM
PRAHRAN SQUARE

9, 16, 23 AND 30 JANUARY 2022, 4.30PM
CENTRAL PARK AND MALVERN GARDENS 
(EACH WEEK ALTERNATE VENUE)

13, 14, 15 AND 20 DECEMBER
12PM – 2PM
PRAHRAN SQUARE'S POP UP PIANO

NIGHTLY DURING 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
FROM 8.30PM
PRAHRAN SQUARE

26 FEBRUARY 2022
7.30PM 
MALVERN GARDENS 

Prahran Square and Central Park are transformed into a vibrant Christmas wonderland in our first ever 12 days of Christmas – 
a specially curated celebration of spectacular lights, colours, sounds, decorations, trees and festivities to bring joy.

We have a fantastic program of events and experiences to enjoy in our beautiful parks and gardens this summer in 
Stonnington. Summer's never looked brighter!

stonnington.vic.gov.au/whats-on

whatsonston

whatsonstonnington

Keep up-to-date with all our summer events 
and activities at 

Summer
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Each year, your Council rates 
fund a multi-million dollar 
program of major project works 
– building new community
facilities, creating people-
friendly spaces in our suburbs
and retail precincts, building and
upgrading playgrounds, 
reconstructing kilometres of
kerbs, footpaths, roads and
drains, and updating community
buildings so they can be enjoyed
for years to come.

This year has been no different and, 
despite some minor COVID delays, our 
dedicated team of civil engineers, 
architects, landscape architects and 
project managers will collectively 
deliver more than $55 million in works 
across the city.

Our engineering unit manages a busy 
program of major road reconstructions 
– replacing drainage, kerbing and the
road pavement, an annual road-
resurfacing program, and other
significant civil works that ensure our
infrastructure assets are safe and in
good condition.

Changing the face of our streets and 
transforming stark, unwelcoming 
spaces into inviting, people-friendly 
areas is the work of our landscape 
architects, who also take charge of new 
park and playground builds, and the 
roll out of landscape plans to create 
open spaces and green up our suburbs.

The building projects team takes 
responsibility for a diverse range of 
activities, from replacing carpets or 
installing solar panels on community 
buildings, to multi-million dollar 
pavilion developments, or restoring 
iconic heritage structures like the 
Harold Holt dive tower.

Asphalt* used: 

4,747 tonnes
*Asphalt contains recycled 
content such as toner 
cartridges and plastic bags.

Summer’s arrived, the sun is 
shining (Melbourne weather 
gods, please note), and in a few 
short weeks, school holidays 
will have lots of us scratching 
our heads, looking for ways to 
keep the kids active and 
entertained.

For inspiration, we’ve compiled a list 
of local parks with funfilled 
playgrounds and delightful picnic 
spots across Stonnington – ideal to 
visit with friends or family for an 
active afternoon or a lazy lunch.

Some are already popular and others 
well-kept secrets, known only to the 
lucky few who live nearby. They are all 
beautiful and highly recommended 
for a day out of the house, while 
enjoying the sunshine in our local 
neighbourhoods.

Now six months into the current 12-month program, below are some completed 
and current projects, and ones to look out for over the coming months.

See a full list of parks to visit 
this summer at  
stonnington.vic.gov.au/parks

If you’re interested in learning more 
about major infrastructure projects 
happening in your area, visit 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/majorworks

$320k 
Armadale Early Learning 
Centre – refurbishment

$850k

Central Park accessible 
playground

$400k 

Child Health Centres – renewal 
and upgrade program

$2.2m

Claremont Street – 
streetscape improvements

$1.4m 

Como Park – redevelopment

Your rates at work

$1.5m 
Drainage works – various

$140k 
Dunlop Pavilion – 
accessible ramp

$110k 
Grattan Gardens Community 
Centre – level one upgrade 
and fit-out

$4.2m 
Harold Holt Swim Centre – 
masterplan works including dive 
tower and pool restoration 

$470k 
Hobson Street – pocket park

$3.6m

Local road reconstruction – 
various locations

$292k 
Malvern Valley Golf 
Course – roof repairs

$1.4m 

Mount Street Area 
– masterplan delivery

$1.8m
Orrong Road − reconstruct 
Toorak to St Georges roads

$7.3m  
this financial year 

Percy Treyvaud 
Memorial Park – 

masterplan delivery

$800k 
Prahran Market – 

electrical upgrades

$670k 
Prahran Town Hall 

redevelopment – design

$2.7m

Princes Gardens  
– masterplan delivery

$1.8m

Rights of way 
reconstruction - various

$870k 
Sir Robert Menzies Reserve  

– retaining wall and drainage

$700k

Sir Zelman Cowan Reserve  
– accessible playground

$836k 
Sport facilities – 

floodlight upgrades

$570k 

Thomas Oval –  
dog park construction

$1m

Toorak Village – streetscape

$750k 
Windsor Siding – station 

connection and BMX upgrade

Road resurfacing 
by the numbers

2021–22 budget: 

$2m

No. of streets: 
24

Total length:
7.62km

Surface area: 

61,415 m2

Picnics ‘n’ playgrounds
Ardrie Park Enter through the sweeping boulevard of elm trees to enjoy a lovely green, 

shady oasis. Keep the kids busy in the playground while you throw a snag 
on the barbie, then dine under the trees or at one of the picnic tables.

Between Ardrie Road 
and Howard Street  
Malvern East

Central Park Most of the park is expanses of lawn, flower beds, walking trails and 
beautiful shade trees – perfect to picnic under! Enjoy the playground and 
visit the conservatory and water fountain nearby.

Wattletree Road 
Malvern East

Hedgeley Dene Gardens The mix of beautifully maintained gardens, manicured lawns, lovely shade 
trees, and an ornamental lake make Hedgeley Dene a picnicker's delight 
and well worth a visit.

Glenbrook Avenue 
Malvern

Malvern Gardens Spend a few pleasant hours in Malvern’s first public garden. Built over 20 
years from 1888, relax to the soothing sounds of the Charles Robinette 
Fountain or picnic beneath one of the many shade trees.

High Street 
Malvern

Union Street Gardens Head to the north end of the gardens for active adventure at the recently 
rebuilt nature playground. Beyond the fenced playground, there’s plenty of 
room to kick a ball or picnic under the magnificent shade trees.

Union Street 
Armadale

Victoria Gardens Enjoy the beauty of the main gardens or enter the secret nature-themed 
Lumley playground to let your imagination run wild. Lawn areas, picnic 
tables and magnificent trees make this garden a must visit.

High Street 
Prahran

Victory Square Open for just under two years, this nature-inspired playground has lots of 
interesting elements for little imaginations. The playground is fully fenced 
with lawn and picnic tables, all under shade trees. 

Ashleigh Road 
Armadale

Windsor Siding Visit the recently completed playground and stay a while! Make a day of it 
and enjoy a barbecue lunch on the lawn or at a picnic table. 

Union Street 
Windsor

Public toilets BBQ Playground

Picnic table Dog off-leash Parking
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Find the plan and more information at  
stonnington.vic.gov.au/sustainability

Lost Lands 
Found 
If you’ve visited Central Park 
recently you may have noticed 
the Lost Lands Found ecospace; 
an enhanced microhabitat of our 
local flowering grasslands 
ecosystems that once thrived 
across Victoria.

The Lost Lands Found project is a 
groundbreaking installation fusion 
of art and science, while connecting 
community and country.

The 4m x 4m ecospace is a wild, 
hidden ecological treasure, as if 
suspended in time, offering a 
glimpse into Melbourne’s lost 
ecological landscapes.

Visit the site and learn about local 
Indigenous flowering grassland 
species that make up our ecological 
backyard and the role each of us 
has in preserving and strengthening 
our local biodiversity (as locals 
have been doing on this same spot 
for thousands of years), now it’s  
our turn.

Sustainability in a snapshot
The Sustainability Snapshot reports on how 
we are progressing towards achieving 
priorities set out in our Sustainable 
Environment Strategy 2018–23. 

With our residents, community groups and businesses, 
we’re working together to address the impacts of climate 
change, and to reduce emissions, improve green power 
resources and build a sustainable future for all.

Our key environmental priority areas are:

1. Climate change and energy
2. Resources and waste management
3. Integrated water management
4. Urban environment
5. Education, engagement and collaboration

You can find out more about our recent key achievements at 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/sustainability

STONNINGTON.VIC.GOV.AU

StonningtonNews

stonningtoncouncil  

Sustainability 
Snapshot
2020-21

Chapel energy excellence
Chapel Off Chapel has been announced as a finalist in the Energy Efficiency 
Achievement category of the 2021 Cities Power Partnership Climate Awards. 

The venue is now 100 per cent powered by renewable energy through the Victorian 
Energy Collaboration, and has reduced its energy use by 55 per cent over the last 
three years. Installing a 23kW solar system on the roof and replacing 470 lights across 
the site with energy efficient and performance-enhancing LEDs are just a couple of 
ways it has achieved this goal.

Congratulations to Chapel Off Chapel.

Our Climate Emergency 
Action Plan
We're proud to announce the City of Stonnington’s Climate Emergency Action 
Plan, outlining our pathway towards a zero-carbon, climate-ready future.

Our goal is to reduce emissions to zero by 2030 and ensure our city thrives in a 
changing climate, improving our environment, economy and the health and 
wellbeing of our community.  

We can’t do this alone. We all need to work together – Council, the community, 
schools, businesses and state and federal governments – to take action on climate 
change and work towards a more sustainable future for all.

Update on 
Percy 
Treyvaud 
Memorial 
Park
For the latest on our project to deliver 
community sporting facilities at Percy 
Treyvaud Memorial Park in Malvern 
East, including new indoor facilities 
for netball and basketball and 
upgrades for lawn bowls, tennis, 
cricket and lacrosse clubs who call the 
park home, visit our website 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/ptmp

The park will stay open for use during 
the works, which are expected to take 
approximately two years, and will get 
underway in early 2022. 

Local residents will receive regular 
updates on the progress of the 
program.

Coming in 2022
We’ll be building new accessible 
playgrounds at Central Park and 
Sir Zelman Cowan Reserve.

The Windsor Siding BMX track  
will be getting a revamp, making 
it more accessible for other 
activities such as skateboarding 
and scooters.

We’re building a dedicated dog 
park at Thomas Oval in South 
Yarra; a first for Stonnington,  
and sure to get the tails wagging!

Come visit when you’re next 
in the area.
148 Burke Road, Malvern East 
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jklisaris@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0427 333 471

alew@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0400 494 017

pmorgan@stonnington.vic.gov.au  

0429 784 025

Cr Alexander Lew

I did not run for Council to table petitions 
banning nuclear weapons, or to argue for 
flying our flags at half-mast on Australia 
Day. These issues, have unfortunately 
assumed a greater prominence in local 
government. In 2022, Stonnington Council 
needs to get back to basics. 
Our energy should be focused on stopping 
over development, cutting rates and 
improving services. How we combat 
climate change, whether we get nuclear 
submarines, and how we celebrate 
Australia Day, ought to squarely be the 
focus of other levels of government.

Cr Polly Morgan

We’re heading into the holiday season 
and new year with good news that our 
vaccination rates are high enough to end 
lockdowns and start reopening, with 
children back at school. It’s great that we 
can go to our favourite places with 
family and friends again, both inside and 
outside of Stonnington. It’s also vital we 
keep supporting our local businesses by 
shopping locally. We have every reason 
to hope next year will be better for us all. 
I’d like to wish all Stonnington residents, 
their families and friends, a very joyful 
Christmas, Hanukkah, and holiday 
season, and a Happy New Year.

East Ward representing the communities  
of Glen Iris, Malvern and Malvern East

Cr Jami Klisaris Mayor

Stonnington comes alive at this time of 
year! The warmer months are great for 
enjoying the sunshine, good times and 
wonderful experiences our municipality is 
known for: shopping, dining, parks, 
gardens, events and festivals. East Ward 
showcases the best of these, with Central 
Park in Malvern East playing host to neon 
displays for 10 days of Summer Lights and 
Christmas Brights that will illuminate the 
night sky, our Lost Lands Found eco-
installation growing, and the surrounding 
shops, cafés and restaurants have all you 
need for gifts, food and drink. Check 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/whats-on for 
more information and I’ll see you there.

EAST WARD

Meet your Council

Cr Marcia Griffin

At last we have freedom returned after the 
past two years have tested our community 
so much. I’m proud of the resilience 
demonstrated by those working on the 
frontline with so much grace, and Council 
staff who’ve put in efforts over and above.  
I empathise with small businesses and 
employees who have come through 
traumatic times – some reinventing 
themselves, others putting lives and 
businesses on hold. I hope you’re able to 
move forward knowing you’ve shown 
strength in an extraordinary lockdown. 
Please take advantage of facilities and 
events in Stonnington this summer and 
enjoy your holidays and celebrations 
including Christmas and Hanukkah.

Cr Matthew Koce

With an innovative design that 
transformed an old above ground car park 
into a popular community space, it’s no 
wonder Prahran Square has received 
multiple awards. It’s a place for people to 
meet up and enjoy ecologically sensitive 
features, Prahran Library, open green 
spaces, a fountain for the kids and a 
fantastic events program this summer. 
Prahran Square is a central link to nearby 
Grattan Gardens and Princes Gardens, 
Chapel Street, Greville Street and 
Commercial Road. It’s also in the centre of 
our amazing café and restaurant precincts 
where many of our successful outdoor 
dining activations will continue over the 
summer.

North Ward representing the communities 
of Kooyong, South Yarra and Toorak

mgriffin@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0429 239 413

Cr Kate Hely 

We are looking for better ways to involve 
our community in decision-making and 
one of the most important decisions we 
make is how we prioritise our budget. 
Therefore, to develop next year’s budget 
we have set up an online simulator so our 
residents, businesses and ratepayers can 
tell us what they would like us to prioritise. 
Are footpaths a higher priority to you than 
maternal health? Are sustainability 
initiatives more pressing than events? 
What do you think we should invest in and 
what are you willing to see traded off? I will 
be really interested to see your feedback! 
Visit connectstonnington.vic.gov.au, 
consultation closes 20 January 2022.

khely@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0436 460 829

mkoce@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0419 147 352

NORTH WARD

SOUTH WARD

Acknowledgment of Country

The City of Stonnington acknowledges 
that we are on the Traditional Lands of  
the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung and 
Bunurong peoples of the East Kulin 
Nations and pay our respect to their 
Elders past, present and emerging.  
We extend that respect to all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Contact us

8290 1333 

PO Box 58 
Malvern Victoria 3144

council@stonnington.vic.gov.au

Stonnington City Centre  
311 Glenferrie Road, Malvern

Stonnington Services 
and Visitor Hub 
Chatham Street  
Prahran Square, Prahran

Visit us online

stonnington.vic.gov.au 

Request a service online at 
stonnington.vic.gov.au/
requestservice

Report an issue on Snap Send Solve 
snapsendsolve.com

Get social with us

StonningtonCityCouncil

StonningtonCity

StonningtonCityCouncil

  company/city-of-stonnington

We speak your language

Mandarin 9280 0730

Cantonese 9280 0731

Greek 9280 0732

Italian 9280 0733

Polish 9280 0734

Russia 9280 0735

Indonesian 9280 0737

Vietnamese 9280 0748

All other languages 9280 0736

If you are deaf, hard of hearing or 
have a speech impairment, contact 
us through the National Relay 
Service: TTY users call 133 677,  
then ask for 8290 1333

Speak and listen users, call 
1300 555 727, then ask for 
8290 1333

If you are blind or have low vision, 
you can receive an audio version  
of Stonnington News delivered to 
your home.

Call 8290 1192 or email  
access@stonnington.vic.gov.au

Council meetings 

Council meetings continue to be held 
under special COVID-safe arrangements 
in the Council  Chamber, and are 
livestreamed. *No meetings in January.

stonnington.vic.gov.au/watch-
council-live

Access us

msehr@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0417 773 644

nbatagol@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0437 655 926 

mscott@stonnington.vic.gov.au 

0428 289 683

Cr Nicki Batagol

As I write this, restrictions have just been 
lifted, and Melburnians are emerging from 
a very long lockdown. When I was elected  
I didn’t expect that 12 months later we 
would be so early on in our COVID 
recovery efforts. I am delighted that 
Council has been able to offer a range of 
supports to our businesses, and to our 
community. Now that we are emerging 
from hibernation I’m enjoying supporting 
our local businesses and hearing the 
sound of people reconnecting. Make sure 
you check out the summer events calendar 
as there is something for everyone.

Cr Mike Scott

I loved being at our Prahran Aquatic 
Centre as the pool reopened after the most 
recent lockdown. Seeing so many people 
happy to be back in the water and chatting 
to fellow swimmers created a wonderful 
atmosphere of connection and 
community. I hope that everyone feels safe 
and supported to get back out into your 
community. If you are visiting businesses, 
events or facilities – make it easier on staff 
by checking in and showing your 
vaccination certificate if asked. Have a 
safe, healthy and joyful summer, and I 
hope that 2022 is kind to us all.

South Ward representing the communities  
of Armadale, Malvern, Prahran and Windsor

Cr Melina Sehr Deputy Mayor 

I love summer in Stonnington and so will 
you when you visit Prahran Square. The 
popular Pop-up Park from last summer 
has returned, along with our big, bright, 
beautiful Christmas tree. And, for the first 
time ever, we celebrate the 12 days of 
Christmas at the Square as it hosts the 
‘Sights and Sounds of Christmas’ – a 
magical installation of lights, colours and 
sounds that will add sparkle to your 
festivities. You and your pet can get a 
photo with Santa Paws and there’ll be 
Christmas Craft Workshops at Prahran 
Square Library and Storytime in the 
Square for the kids.  
Go to prahransquare.com.au for more.

NORTH WARD
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There are so many reasons to celebrate summer – the best, 
sunny, warm weather, the end of lockdown (hooray to freedom), 
festive events, holiday time and, our amazing pools!

Harold Holt Swim Centre 
1409–1413 High Street, Glen Iris 
Contact us on 8290 1678

Prahran Aquatic Centre  
41 Essex Street, Prahran 
Contact us on 8290 7140

For information, visit  
stonnington.vic.gov.au/active

https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/active/Home



