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Figure 1. UFS Dispensary, 14 Valetta Street, Malvern (GJM Heritage, November 2020). 
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FORMER MALVERN & DISTRICT UNITED FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (UFS) DISPENSARY, 14 VALETTA STREET, 
MALVERN 

Place type: Dispensary Architect: Hudson & Wardrop (1924) 

Construction Date: 1918; 1924 Builder: Not known 

Recommendation: Include in the Heritage Overlay 
Extent of Overlay: To the extent of the property 
boundary 

Locality History 

The City of Stonnington stands on the Traditional Lands of the Woi wurrung and Boon Wurrung Peoples of the 
East Kulin Nations. Archaeologists believe that Aboriginal People have been in Victoria for more than 30,000 
years. Throughout this long history their relationship with the landscape (where and how they live) has 
changed according to factors such as climate change, resource availability, and cultural change (Context 
2006:10). 

The first European settler in the Malvern district was John Gardiner in 1835, a pastoralist from New South 
Wales who was one of the first overlanders to Port Phillip. He pastured his stock near the junction of Gardiner’s 
Creek and the Yarra River and is the namesake of Gardiner’s Creek, Gardiner’s Creek Road (now Toorak Road) 
and both the locality and the Shire of Gardiner (before they were re-named Malvern). The first recorded use 
of the name Malvern was in January 1854, when barrister Charles B. G. Skinner named his hotel on the corner 
of Malvern and Glenferrie roads the ‘Malvern Hill’ after a district in England. The name for the Shire of Malvern 
was derived from Malvern Hill Estate, a private subdivision in the area dating to 1856 (City of Stonnington 
[CoS]; Context 2006:34). 

The first land sales in the area were held in 1854 and most original Crown grantees subdivided their allotments 
for resale (Context 2006:41; 2009:4). Gardiner’s Road District was proclaimed in 1856 before Gardiner Shire 
was formed in 1871, which was renamed Malvern Shire in 1878 (CoS). The municipal boundary comprised the 
current localities of Malvern (previously Gardiner), Malvern East, Glen Iris (south of Gardiners Creek), Kooyong, 
Armadale (east of Kooyong Road), Toorak (east of Kooyong Road) and Chadstone (west of Warrigal Road). 
Early directories listed Malvern and Malvern East as the one locality, until 1910. 

The former Malvern Shire saw slow population growth to 1881, by which time it totalled just under 2,000 
people (Victorian Places). In 1879, the Oakleigh Railway Line was opened along the southern extent of the 
municipality, through Malvern, Armadale, Toorak and Hawksburn to join the existing line at South Yarra. The 
arrival of the Oakleigh railway coincided with the start of the land boom, which resulted in considerable urban 
growth. In the 1880s the district comprised substantial residences on large allotments, as well as pastoral and 
agricultural holdings (including market gardens and orchards) and commercial development (Context 2006:41, 
65-6). During the 1880s boom period, the municipality saw a dramatic increase in population, quadrupling to 
approximately 8,000 by 1891, and steadily increasing to 10,000 by 1901 (Victorian Places). In the 1890s a 
number of timber houses were built in Malvern as an economy measure, but some residents complained that 
wooden houses would degenerate into slums. Concern about this development led to a slum abolition 
movement and subsequently, c1912, Malvern Council began to declare brick areas, where timber houses were 
not permitted. By 1916 the Council had also fixed a minimum area for individual housing allotments at 6000 
square feet, with minimum frontages of fifty feet (Context 2006:128). 

The railway line along the northern extent of the municipality was established in 1890 through the Glen Iris 
Valley from Burnley. Stations were established at Heyington, Kooyong, Tooronga, Gardiner, Glen Iris and 
Darling, however, expected residential development in their vicinity stalled during the 1890s following the 
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economic collapse (Context 2006:66). The 1893 Australian Handbook (as cited in Victorian Places) described 
Malvern as ‘an elevated residential suburb’, served by a line of omnibuses from Prahran, with many leading 
merchants and professional men living in the area in pleasantly situated ‘dwellings of a superior class’. The 
entry noted that a number of notable mansions had been erected by this date, and that the market gardens 
and orchards were ‘steadily being reduced, and cut up into building allotments, on which [were] being erected 
many handsome villas and business establishments’ (Victorian Places). The municipality saw rapid 
development and urbanisation from 1900 and it was declared a Borough and then a Town in 1901. In 1911 
the municipality was declared a City, with a residential population of 16,000 (Context 2006:86; Victorian 
Places). 

The Prahran and Malvern Tramways Trust was established in 1908, with electric tramlines opening along High 
Street in 1910-14, Glenferrie Road in 1910-13, to the south along Wattletree Road in 1910-12, and Malvern 
Road in 1915. The arrival of the tramlines further drove the development of commercial centres in the 
immediate vicinity and residential development beyond. New train stations were built at Armadale, 
Hawksburn, Malvern and Toorak between 1908 and 1918, and at Malvern East in 1929 (Context 2006:70-2, 
113; Victorian Places). 

Residential development during the early twentieth century generally occurred on newly subdivided estates 
or on nineteenth century subdivisions that had remained partly or wholly undeveloped during the 1890s 
depression (Context 2009:5). In 1912 it was reported that 800 houses a year were being built in the (by then) 
City of Malvern, which boasted ‘a progress unprecedented by any other suburb’ (Context 2009:128). In the 
decade between 1911 and 1921 the population in the City of Malvern doubled, from 16,000 to 32,000 
residents, and then increased steadily to 43,000 by 1933 (Victorian Places). This population growth saw 
development spread to the Glen Iris Valley and the outer reaches of the City, in Malvern East. The housing 
stock in this eastern part of the municipality was more characteristically uniform and unadorned in comparison 
to housing in Malvern. Kooyong's development was substantially completed by the end of the 1920s (Context 
2006:128, 131). 

By 1946 the Australian Blue Book (as cited in Victorian Places) stated that Malvern was one of the ‘leading 
residential suburbs of the Metropolis’. It comprised the substantial homes of many of Melbourne’s leading 
citizens, in what was termed ‘The Garden City’ due to the number of parks and public gardens. Development 
in the City of Malvern steadied from the 1930s, with the population averaging 45,000 until the 1990s (Victorian 
Places). The City of Malvern amalgamated with the City of Prahran in 1994, to form the City of Stonnington. 

History of Friendly Societies in Victoria 

The following information is drawn from the ‘Stonnington Thematic Environmental History’, Context Pty Ltd, 
2006, addendum 2009, pp.192-93 and the Heritage Citation for the Former Brunswick and Coburg UFS 
Dispensary, accessed from the Hermes database. 

Friendly societies originated in eighteenth-century England as a way of providing self-help and mutual support 
among working people. With no state welfare, the societies were an important form of social security. 
Members made regular contributions of a few pence to a fund upon which they could draw when unable to 
work because of illness. Funds were also available to pay funeral expenses and support widows and orphans 
of members. Victoria was the stronghold of friendly societies in Australia, probably because of its industrial 
base. It has been estimated that in 1890 up to one in three people in Victoria came under the protective 
umbrella of a friendly society (Blainey 1991:22-23). Friendly societies were well represented in the working-
class areas of Prahran and Windsor. The United Order of Oddfellows built a hall in Windsor, which later became 
a picture theatre, and later still a cabaret (now demolished). Foresters and other societies were also 
represented in the area. Although meetings were sometimes held in hotels, friendly societies generally 
promoted temperance, as sobriety was regarded akin to respectability and prosperity.  
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These groups sought, among other things, to provide co-operative benefits to their members, which included 
low-cost medical treatments and medicines. To this end, many of the groups employed their own doctors, and 
established their own dispensaries. These dispensaries did not manufacture their own products; rather, 
products were imported or obtained locally and sold on a co-operative basis, exclusively to members of the 
various societies. The first friendly society dispensary in Australia was established by the International Order 
of Oddfellows (IOOF) in Sydney in 1847. At first, the various groups were fiercely independent, but it was soon 
realised that joint dispensaries offered an even greater benefit. This led to the emergence of dispensaries that 
operated under the auspices of the United Friendly Societies (UFS). The first UFS dispensary in Victoria was 
established in Emerald Hill (South Melbourne) in 1869, followed by branches in the city (1870), Collingwood 
(1871) and Bendigo (1872).  

In the City of Stonnington, UFS dispensaries were established in Cecil Place, Prahran (1888) and Valetta Street, 
Malvern (1918).   

Place History  

The Former Malvern and District United Friendly Societies (UFS) Dispensary dates back to 1906 when a 
committee was formed for the purpose of establishing a dispensary in Malvern (Prahran Telegraph, 19 
December 1924:5). The institution opened for business on 1 January 1907, with six separate societies entering 
into the membership. This comprised the Independent Order of Rechabites, Manchester Unity Order of 
Foresters, Grand United Order of Foresters, the Free Gardeners, the Sons of Temperance, and the Irish 
National Foresters (Argus, 30 November 1906:9). The UFS Dispensary originally occupied rooms in High Street, 
Malvern before purchasing the site at 14 Valetta Street from the Church of Christ in 1918 (Age, 22 August 
1918:6; Malvern Rate Books). 

The land at 14 Valetta Street, Malvern was originally occupied by Malvern Ladies’ College. The Ladies’ College 
had been established on a site between St George’s Anglican Church and Malvern Police Station in Glenferrie 
Road in April 1883. Between 1890 and 1892 the school relocated to a newly constructed timber building at 14 
Valetta Street. It merged with Korowa Girls School in 1911 and relocated to 168 Wattletree Road before 
moving to Ranfurlie Crescent (Argus, 6 December 1934:9). The subject property was subsequently occupied 
by the Church of Christ, before being sold to the Malvern and District UFS Dispensary in 1918. The committee 
made a number of structural alterations to the existing hall and the business was transferred from High Street 
to Valetta Street in September 1918 (Age, 22 August 1918:6). Architectural drawings dating to 1918 (see Figure 
4) show the proposed additions to be made to the existing hall. This involved the construction of a single-
storey brick building, comprising a central entrance hall with a club room to the east and waiting room and 
dispensary to the west, to the front of the original timber hall (SHC MB417). 

Five years later, in 1923, the committee had outgrown the existing dispensary and hall and engaged architects, 
Hudson and Wardrop, to undertaken major alterations (see Figure 5). These works involved the addition of a 
second storey above the 1918 brick building fronting Valetta Street, and the remodelling of the façade to its 
current appearance. A large brick hall was also constructed to the rear to replace the original timber hall 
(Prahran Telegraph, 19 December 1924:5) The only part of the earlier dispensary to be retained was the front 
portion of the 1918 brick building (SHC MB3357). The new dispensary was built at a cost of £7000 and 
comprised three lodge rooms, a dispensary, a large central hall, a supper room and ladies’ dressing rooms 
(Age, 19 January 1925:7). 

The new Malvern & District UFS Dispensary was officially opened on 13 December 1924 by the Mayor of 
Malvern, Councillor Matthews, who proclaimed that ‘there was not another Friendly Societies’ Building 
throughout the Commonwealth that could compare’ and the new hall ‘was a great acquisition to the many 
beautiful buildings they already had in Malvern’ (Prahran Telegraph, 19 December 1924:5). Its primary 
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purpose was to provide health care and supply pharmaceutical products to its members. In addition, the hall 
was used for meetings of the various societies, and was later for occasional community and social events. 

The Malvern & District UFS Dispensary served the UFS until the 1990s. During that time, a number of 
alterations were made to the building, including alterations to the bathroom facilities in 1967, alterations to 
the hall in 1969 and the installation of a new ceiling in 1974 (Malvern Valuation Field Card). In 1996, the 
Dispensary was sold, with the auction notice describing the property as ‘offered in remarkably original 
condition’ and ‘comprising entry foyer and passageway, meeting room, cloakroom & toilets. Main hall with 
bifold doors to annex, kitchen area and storeroom’ (SHC MP12223) (see Figure 9). It was subsequently 
converted to ‘warehouse living’ apartments and continues to serve this purpose (SHC MP12223).  

 

Figure 2. MMBW Base Plan No 61, 
1901, showing the original timber 
hall, indicated in red (SLV)  

 

Figure 3. MMBW Detail Plan No 
1743, 1902 denoting the ‘Ladies 
College’, indicated in red (SLV) 
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Figure 4. Proposed alterations to 
existing timber hall, 1918. Valetta 
Street is to the left of the image 
(SHC MB417) 

 

Figure 5. Architectural drawings 
showing alterations and additions 
to UFS Building, Valetta Street by 
Hudson and Wardrop, c1924 (SHC 
MB3357) 
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Figure 6. Detail of an oblique 
aerial photograph showing the 
UFS Dispensary in the centre of 
the image (circled in red), 1920 
(SLV) 

 

 

Figure 7. MMBW Base Plan No. 
61, 1948 showing the footprint of 
the UFS Dispensary, indicated in 
red (SLV) 
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Figure 8. View looking south from 
Town Hall, 1967. The UFS 
Dispensary can be seen to the left 
of the image (circled in red) (SHC)  

 

Figure 9. Auction notice, showing 
14 Valetta Street at the time of its 
sale in 1996 (SHC) 

Hudson & Wardrop, architects 

The following includes detail contained within The Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture, Goad & Willis (Eds.), 
2012. 

Philip Hudson (1887-1952) and James Hastie Wardrop (1891-1975) formed the partnership, Hudson & 
Wardrop, in c1919. Early commissions included the St Kilda Army & Navy Club in Acland Street, St Kilda (1923) 
and the Members’ Luncheon Room at the Moonee Valley Racing Club (1923). In 1924, Hudson and Wardrop 
won first prize in the international competition for the design of Melbourne’s Shrine of Remembrance 
(completed in 1934), which was the most significant commission of its day and became the city’s most 
important public monument (Statham, Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture:346). In 1929 the firm was 
joined by Kingsley Ussher (1899-1973) (Statham 2012:34), however, the firm dissolved in 1932 (Argus, 30 Sep 
1932:1). Within the City of Stonnington, the practice was responsible for a number of Tudor Revival houses, 
including 65 Albany Road, Toorak and 1A Chesterfield Avenue, Malvern. 
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Historical Themes  

The place illustrates the following themes as outlined in Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes: 

8 Building community life 

8.3 Providing health and welfare services 

8.4 Forming community organisations 

Description  

The Former UFS Dispensary is located on the south side of Valetta Street, east of Glenferrie Road. The site is 
rectangular and extends south from Valetta Street to an unnamed lane at the rear which is partially paved in 
bluestone. It is in close proximity to the commercial precinct along Glenferrie Road, however is surrounded by 
a predominantly single-storey residential context with houses generally dating to the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century.  

The building is of masonry construction comprising a tall two-storey hipped-roof structure – roof concealed 
behind a parapet – to the north (principal elevation), and an attached lower two-storey gable-roofed structure 
(second storey within the broad gable-roof form) to the south. All roofs are clad in corrugated metal sheeting.  

The parapet of the front two-storey section extends across the principal (north) elevation and returns at the 
side elevations for a short distance (approximately 5m). The parapet is simply detailed with a raked pediment 
and pyramidal motifs and string mouldings at the fascia. This, as well as other decorative detailing to the 
principal façade, references the Egyptian Revival style. The eaves project slightly and the junction between the 
soffit and the wall is finished with a cornice. A shallow portico entry is arranged at the centre of this elevation 
and is flanked by simple pilasters; the portico pediment is elevated above a blank architrave where a sign was 
formerly mounted (now removed). All exterior wall surfaces are finished in a pale render.  

Rigid symmetry features across the principal (north) elevation, with the central entrance forming an axis from 
which the surrounding window apertures are mirrored. Window surrounds are devoid of ornament with 
simple raked sills, and the window sets are simple timber-framed double-hung sashes. The upper sashes on 
the first floor-windows are multipaned. The fanlight over the front entry, along with the door, appears to have 
been replaced.  

The rear, gable-roofed structure (previously the hall) extends from the rear of taller two-storey northern form 
to the southern boundary of the site, with a large opening to the rear laneway. All exterior wall surfaces are 
finished in a pale render and are punctuated by a variety of window and door openings to facilitate the 
residential use. While some of the original window and door openings appear to have been re-used, it appears 
that the majority of the window and door sets have been replaced and some openings altered or added. 

The building is set back from the front (north) boundary and is accessed from Valetta Street via a straight path 
featuring later pavement and gravel. The forecourt of the building is currently used as an at-grade carpark, 
and is fenced and gated with a later palisade fence treatment with rendered pillars. Narrow setbacks to the 
side elevations provide pedestrian access to the rear. The building has been converted to six apartment suites.  

Key features: 

 Imposing two-storey form 

 Rigid symmetry across principal (north) elevation 

 Restrained ornamentation with some Egyptian Revival motifs to principal elevation, including parapet, 
mouldings and pilasters 
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 Masonry form with rendered finish and timber-framed sash windows (multi-pane top sashes to upper-
level windows on principal elevation) 

 Hipped roof to northern two-storey form and gable roof to rear former hall 

 Legibility of the long gable-roofed form to the rear as a former hall 

 Setback from front (north) boundary. 

Intactness/Integrity 

The Former Malvern & District United Friendly Societies Dispensary retains a high degree of integrity in fabric, 
form and detail to its c1924 construction. While the building has undergone some alterations, including the 
replacement of the front entry door and fanlight, removal of signage, and alterations associated with its 
conversation to residential (apartment) use, these do not diminish the ability to understand and appreciate 
the place as an example of a building associated with health and welfare services in the City of Stonnington. 

Comparative Analysis 

The Former Malvern & District UFS Dispensary is of note as a distinctive example of a building associated with 
health and welfare services in the City of Stonnington. 

The Former Malvern & District UFS Dispensary is one of two former friendly society dispensaries in the City of 
Stonnington. The Prahran UFS Dispensary, located at 8 Cecil Place, Prahran was constructed in 1888 and is 
included in HO126 – Chapel Street Precinct as an individually significant place. The building retains a high 
degree of integrity in fabric, form and detail and remains highly intact, retaining both its original foundation 
stone and raised lettering identifying the place as the ‘Prahran United Friendly Societies’ Dispensary’. In a 
similar manner to 14 Valetta Street, it no longer serves its original purpose, having been sold by the Prahran 
& St Kilda UFS in c.1983 and converted to offices. It was later converted to a residence. 

There appear to be no examples of buildings associated with the provision of health and welfare services 
included in the Heritage Overlay of the Stonnington Planning Scheme on site-specific basis. A number of 
doctors’ surgeries and nursing homes are included within heritage precincts as either contributory or 
individually significant places.  

Designed by noted architects, Hudson & Wardrop, the former Malvern & District UFS Dispensary is a distinctive 
example of a building associated with health and welfare services in the City of Stonnington. It is uncommon 
as one of only two UFS dispensaries built in the City of Stonnington to supply pharmaceutical products and 
provide medical treatment to members.  

Assessment against Criteria 

Following is an assessment of the place against the recognised heritage criteria set out in Planning Practice 
Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay (August 2018). 

Criterion A: Importance to the course or pattern of our cultural or natural history 

The Former Malvern & District United Friendly Societies Dispensary has a clear association with the movement 
to provide sickness benefits, medical care and general support for the working and middle classes throughout 
Victoria from the 1830s. Friendly societies played an important role in the development of healthcare and 
social welfare in Victoria from the nineteenth century, leading to the establishment of dispensaries to provide 
low-cost medical treatments and medicines to its members. The Former Malvern & District United Friendly 
Societies Dispensary, opened in 1918 and expanded in 1925 to meet growing demand, clearly illustrates this 
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important phase in the development of social welfare and medical care in Malvern and the City of Stonnington 
more broadly.  

Criterion B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of our cultural or natural history 

The Former Malvern & District United Friendly Societies Dispensary is uncommon as a purpose-built 
dispensary constructed by the United Friendly Societies in the City of Stonnington and remains as tangible 
evidence of the United Friendly Societies’ program of establishing dispensaries to provide medical care and 
social welfare to the working and middle classes throughout the twentieth century. 

Criterion E: Importance in displaying particular aesthetic characteristics 

The Former Malvern & District United Friendly Societies Dispensary is a distinctive example of a purpose-built 
dispensary in the City of Stonnington. Designed by prominent architects, Hudson & Wardrop, the building, was 
noted at the time of its opening as ‘a great acquisition’ to Malvern. It features a range of characteristics that 
draw on the Egyptian Revival style, including a strong symmetrical composition, low parapet concealing the 
roof form behind, prominent cornice, and simple entrance detail with pilasters and a pediment. The prominent 
siting and large-scale nature of the Former Malvern & District United Friendly Societies Dispensary are 
distinctive qualities of the building.  

Grading and Recommendations 

It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Stonnington Planning Scheme as 
a locally significant heritage place. 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the Stonnington Planning 
Scheme: 

External Paint Controls? No 

Internal Alteration Controls? No 

Tree Controls? No 

Outbuildings or Fences not exempt under Clause 43.01-3? No 

Prohibited Uses Permitted? No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place? No 

Extent of the Recommended Heritage Overlay 

To the extent of the property boundary as shown in Figure 10 below.  

 

Figure 10. Recommended Extent of 
Heritage Overlay  
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