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1. 

PREFACE 

This study includes a brief physical history outlining the city's settlement and development, a 
preliminary heritage assessment of buildings of architectural interest, and a preliminary assessment of 
significant trees. 

The aims of the study were: 

To define urban character. 
To plot urban character areas and types. 
To identify the relative condition of character areas. 
To promote a high standard of physical amenity within public environments by giving directions for: 

maintenance of areas of good condition. 
improvement of areas of poor condition 
conservation of the main determinants of urban character. 

Our physical environment is the product of many decisions and actions over time. 
Three main groups of decision makers are: 

Cou ncillors 
Professional staff 
Community pressure groups 

Council policies, particularly with respect to levels of funding, set a base for professional and technical 
decision making. 

In addition, Council's commitment to public consuHation can profoundly affect the nature of design 
decisions. 

In 1987, Council initiated an internal, muHi-disciplinary approach to project design which is a 
progressive change within local government in Victoria. Its aims are to avoid the negative effects of 
inter-disciplinary rivalry and to encourage a holistic approach to the design of public works. The resuHs 
of this new practice will initially become evident in the next year or so, as new projects are buiH, and 
effectively within the next twenty years, as they mature. 

The criticisms and comments contained in this report refer therefore, largely to the resuHs of the fonner 
management structure and practices, operating within an established context of Council policies and 
public consultation. 

The proof of current practices is yet to come. 

I wish to acknowledge the contributions of the following people in the preparation of this report. 

Lynn Strahan, Historian, - for use of her draft of 'Public and Private Memory' and for her 
comments on the preliminary list of buildings of architectural interest. . 

• David Harvey and Celia Waters. Architects, and Peter Seamer, City Manager, City of Essendon, -
for permission to use illustrations from "A Guide to Mering Old Houses". 

• .The National Trust - for information on significant trees and public gardens in Malvem. 
• Michael Top, Felix Hemingway, Ross Wood and Roger Oxenbould City of Malvem, -for 

infonnation, criticism and guidance. 
Julie Edwards, - for perSistence in word processing. 
Amanda Kimmins, Landscape Architect, - for her professional assistance and support. 

Brian Stafford 
24 February 1989 
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1.0 DEFINITION OF URBAN CHARACTER 

Whilst often unstated, IT is usually understood that urban character is something of value 
which is generally experienced but not articulated. It is also recognised that uncoordinated 
change in our urban areas is a threat to that character which contributes to the identity of the 
place and of the self. 

In order to wisely manage change and to conserve and strengthen the character of a place, it 
is therefore necessary to know what that character is. 

The original meaning of character is "a distinctive mark, a brand or a stamp". 

In trying to identify urban character we are therefore looking for the distinctive mark of a 
human settlement which is given by the particular combinations of its natural attributes and 
cultural development which have occurred over time. 

A settlement must therefore be dissected physically and chronologically in order for its 
character to be described. 

The purpose of this dissection is to make explicit the physical and cuttural aspects of a place 
as a common basis for, and a precursor to qualitative assessment and decision making. 

Urban character is then, the distinctive mark of a settlement as developed over time and 
expressed in the particular natural and cuttural elements of the place. 

In a study such as this, IT is assumed that urban character can be physically described and 
mapped as a series of discrete and overlapping character areas, and that areas may be 
aggregated into a system of character types. 

The idea of character areas is derived from the townscape and urban conservation work of 
Gordon Cullen and Roy Worskett which led to the idea of distinguishable 'identity areas' 
wIThin larger urban areas; and from Kevin Lynch's idea of 'districts' as one of the five 
determinants of city image.1 

The idea of urban character types is a direct imnation of the idea of landscape character types 
developed by the Forests Commission of Victoria during the 1970's, as a basis for visual 
assessment and management of forest landscapes. 

A resutt of this study is that Malvern is sub-divided into a series of 95 separate character 
areas which are aggregated into 29 character types. 

The idea of mapping and recombining individual site characteristics in order to discern 
patterns of combination, is taken from Ian McHarg. In this instance, maps were not physically 

. combined by a visual or computer overlay method. Instead, assessments and combinations 
were made intunively as maps were produced and our familiarity wah the study area 
increased. 

Gordon Cullen 

Roy Worskett 

Kevin Lynch 

Townscape. 

The Character of Towns. 

The Image of the Ctty. 
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2.0 THE DEVELOPMENT OF MALVERN 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Land Form 

The only natural feature to survive the settlement of Malvern is the topography, which is a 
principal determinant of urban character. 

Generally, the land form falls from the north·east facing slopes of Toorak and Malvern to the 
level or gently sloping lands of Malvern east and Chadstone, from where it begins to rise 
again towards Mt Waverley. The north·eastem sector of the city has long been the prized 
residential area, in part because of its elevation and aspect. 

The flatter and often poorly drained land to the south-east was settled later and the east most 
sector was converted from paddocks to suburb as late as the 1950's. 

Mainly though, the city's topography is gently sloping as land falls away from the main 
north-west, south-east trending watershed; or is undulating as it intersects one of the few 
drainage lines leading to Gardiner's Creek Valley. 

A third, general landform type consists of apparently fiat, poorly drained land where contours 
are widely spaced and slopes minimal. 

The southern section of Malvern East illustrates this topographical condition. 

Urban Grid 

The first and most enduring development pattern was the survey grid which established the 
distribution of main roads and defined city sectors. 

Subsequent internal subdivision gave each sector a particular character, though each is a 
variant upon a basic, rectilinear grid aligned parallel with the survey grid. 

The overlay of street grid upon topography gives a fundamental partnership which illustrates 
landform as streets follow or cross slopes, and determines the extent of views as land rises or 
falls away from a given viewpoint. 

Built Form 

Malvern is a retrospective pattern book for the settlement of Melbourne since the 1850's. 

All of the reSidential styles are·contained from Victorian through Italianate, Boom Style, 
Edwardian, Califomia Bungalow, English, Spanish Mission and Early Modern to the Triple 
Front of the 1950's. 

The filling in of the urban grid proceeded from west to east as is shown by the eastward 
location of subsequent building styles. 

This Simple picture is made more complex though, by styles jumping the development front 
so that pockets of an earlier style are found in a ground of a later style. 

Malvem's physical development was completed in this way, by the early 1960's. 

During the past fifteen years or so, the basic pattern has been gradually but increasingly 
amended, by the processes of building restoration, renovation, extension and 
redevelopment. 
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4. 

In some areas, restoration of houses has given a second wind to individual buildings and has 
conserved the urban character. 

In others, renovation, extension and recycling of buildings has increased the complexity and 
divers~y of the building stock, thus intensifying existing characteristics of those areas. 

A third change has been the complete redevelopment of house sites, resuning in either the 
insertion of an alien building into an established context, or a dramatic change of context 
given by similar redevelopment of several adjacent sites. 

These three processes 01 change continue, as can be seen in Malvern, within the vicinity of 
Central Park. in Armadale around Orchard Gardens, and in Haverbrack Avenue respectively. 

Redevelopment of sites in Toorak is also current but without substantially affecting urban 
character because 01 the dominance of landform and established trees, and because t~e 
building type of large, individuaHstic detached houses is essentially maintained. 

Vegetation Patterns 

Any overview 01 Malvem gives an impression of a city inserted into a well wooded landscape. 
However. this woodland has been created, or perhaps recreated, Since settlement and its 
development continues. 

It seems that there are no remnants to the original, indigenous woodland which has been 
consumed by rapid and complete urbanisation. 

Its place is taken by an extensive mixed woodland formed by the many individual plantings of 
trees and Shrubs in private gardens, public parks and public streets. 

This combination of street trees, park trees and shrubs with private garden plantings gives an 
exotic and horticunurally diverse urban landscape which is a major achievement of Victoria's 
urban development. 
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7. 

3.0 STUDY METHOD 

3.1 

3.2 

Study Parts 

The study was divided into three parts. 

1. A physical history describing the main stages in the survey, subdivision and settlement of 
Malvem. 

2. A preliminary heritage assessment consisting of-

• a sample inventory of buildings of architectural interest. 
• an initial inventory of significant trees 

Both inventories are necessarily incomplete and are intended only to prompt and guide 
further work. 

3. The urban character study proper. 

Study Method 

The study is based upon an empirical survey of the whole of Malvem, consisting of the 
following stages: 

1. Familiarisation 
The city was explored by car, one main grid sector at a time 
Every street was travelled at least once. 

2. Test Survey 
Survey sheets were prepared for site development and buitt form and a small sample 
tested. 

3. Survey Amendment 
As a resutt of the test survey, the survey sheets were simplified. 

4. Survey of Character Areas 
The city was progressively surveyed during July and August 1988. 
Starting in the north-western comer of the city, each main grid sector was surveyed by car, 
and character areas empirically plotted. SUrvey sheets were completed for each area and 
typical streetscape photographs taken, supported by photographs of individual buildings 
and typical street details. 

5. A map of character areas was progressively prepared. 
During this procedure, every street was visited at least twice, and many three times. In 
this way a good mental picture of the whole of the city was buitt up by continual testing and 
reinforcement. 

6. Definition of Character Types 
Character area survey sheets and photographs were discussed and sorted into like 
groups. The groups were reviewed for similarities. Character type sheets were prepared 
as summaries of groups of character area survey sheets. 

7. A map of Character Types was prepared, leaving some areas unassigned because of 
inadequate information or uncertainty about type classification. 



B. 

8. BuiH form - style, wall materials and condHion were mapped, based upon character area 
survey sheets and personal knowledge gained during the survey. 

9. A summary map of sHe development - blocksize was prepared from an analysis of the CHy 
Valuer's maps giving block dimensions. 

10. Street trees were surveyed and mapped beginning wHh a map of species distribution 
provided by the Superintendent of Parks and Gardens. This map was checked, 
corrected and completed. A series of five explanatory maps was prepared culminating in 
a map of Sign~icant Street Trees. 

11. Character type descriptions were written wHh a standard format of: 

• Description 
Issues 

• Actions 

Photographs of representative streetscapes were taken for each character type during 
January 1989, giving summer images to compare wHh the earlier winter images. 

Public parks and gardens were visHed again, and sHe notes taken of existing condHions 
and options for improvements. 
Photographs were also taken and used wHh the notes in the preparation of character type 
descriptions. 

12. Fences were photographed as: 

examples typical of particular building styles 
examples illustrating design forms 

Drawings illustrating fence styles and design models were prepared from the 
photographs. 

14. Drawings of house styles and details were prepared from survey photographs. 

15. Character area survey and character type sheets were reviewed, and unclassified areas 
assigned to character types. 

16. Main roads, local shopping centres and urban fumHure were surveyed and 
photographed. 

1 7. Assessment sheets were prepared for each topic using the format: 

• Description 
• Issues 

Actions 

18. Major issues arising from the urban character study were summarised. 
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4.0 URBAN CHARACTER AREAS AND TYPES 

4.1 

Because of its continuing settlement over 100 years or so, Malvem does not have a single or 
uniform urban character. 

The development of the city was initiated by the set·out of the survey grid between Gardiners 
Creek Valley and the track that was to become Dandenong Road. 

The survey grid established the magnetic north-south, east-west pattem of main roads 
within the city boundaries. 

Grid sectors were subsequently infilled, and this process of infilling has produced the 
character areas defined in this study. 

Ninety·five character areas have been defined and grouped into twenty-nine character types 
according to similarities of buitt form and Site development. 

Character Areas 

Character areas are described by reference to the two main characteristics of site 
development and bum form. 

Site Development 
Site development was recorded in accordance with a check list of 8 criteria: 

1. Topography 
2. Street pattern 
3. Street width 
4. Street materials 
5. Grass verge 
6. Street trees 
7. Block size 
8. Overhead wires 

Built Form 
Buitt form was recorded in accordance with a similar check ist of 7 criteria: 

1. Plan form 
2. Set back 
3. Number of storeys 
4. Style or period 
5. Materials 
6. Fences 
7. Garden planting 

The overlay of built form upon site development gives the urban character of a particular area. 
Typical examples of site development detail and built form were photographed for each 
character area. 

95 character areas were identified in this way. 

' ... 
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4.2 Character Types o 
4.2.1 95 character areas are too many to readily assimilate or manipulate. 

n 

Ii .1 They were therefore grouped into 29 generalised character types, according to similarities of~ 
Site Development and Built Form. 

4.2.2 Of the 15 criteria for BuiH Form and Site Development, four were selected as dominant in the 
establishment of urban character and were mapped for spatial distribution, giving a total of 
twelve maps. 

The dominant criteria for built form are: 

1) Style, which implies building details of-
• plan 
• three dimensional form such as building bulk and roof pitch 
• architectural detail 
• materials 

2) Wall materials, which, in combination with Style, ilTllly roof materials. 

The dominant criteria for site development are: 

1) Block size, which implies site development details such as -

2) 

• density or site coverage 
set backs from boundaries 

• garden development 

Street tree planting, in that the presence of street trees, their species, mature size and 
regularity of planting most strongly affect the image of a street and determine the 
relative importance of other features such as built form and overhead wires. 

Street trees were mapped for: 

• species distribution 
• established, avenues of deciduous or native species 
• plantings of mixed species 

new plantings 
significance 

4.2.3 A tenth map of Built Form - Condition was prepared from personal knowledge of the city 
gained during the survey. 

Obviously, buildings were only inspected extemally and ratings must therefore be 
impressionistic and generalised. 

Nonetheless, standards of maintenance, current building activity, replacement of fences and 
garden condition combine to give clear images of building condition within character areas. 

Condition was rated from A as the highest rank, through B, C, D and E as the lowest rank, 
representing conditions of very good, good, fair, poor and very poor. 
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4.2.4 The final list of urban character and criteria maps is: 

1 . Urban character areas 
2. Urban character types 
3. Built form - Style 
4. Built form - Wall materials 
5. Built form - Condition 
6. Site development - Block size 
7. Street trees - Species 
8. Street trees - Established formal deciduous 
9. Street trees - Mixed species, small deciduous and small native 
1 O. Street trees - New plantings 
11 . Street trees - Large Eucalypts 
12. Street trees - Significant plantings 
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1. Mixed: English Cottage/Stockbroker Tudor, Early Modern, 1980s 
2. Mixed: Italianate to Queen Anne 
3. Mixed: Victorian to Edwardian 
4. Mixed: Victorian to 1960's 
5. Mixed: Italianate to Californian Bungalow style and 1960's fiats 
6. Mixed: Victorian to Post Modern 
7. Mixed: Queen Anne/Edwardian, Californian Bungalow style, 1960's and 1980's 
8. Mixed: Victorian to 1960's 
9. Mixed: Italianate to 1970's 
10. Mixed: Edwardian to Californian Bungalow style and 1960's fiats 
11. Mixed: Edwardian, Californian Bungalow style, Spanish Mission, 1960's 
12. Mixed: Queen Anne/Edwardian, Californian Bungalow, Early Modern, 1960's 
13. Mixed: Californian bungalow style to 1950's and 1960's 
14. Mixed: Californian bungalow style to 1950's and 1960's 
15. Mixed: Californian bungalow style to 1950's and 1960's 
16 . Mixed: Edwardian, Californian Bungalow style, Early Modern, 1960's 

Toorak rnansions Edwardian/Californian Bungalow style· 

Italianate/Boorn style· 

Victorian/Edwardian 

Queen Anne 

Edwardian 

~ 

Californian Bungalow style 

1950's - 1960's 

Flats/Units 
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CITY OF MALVERN URBAN CHARACTER STUDY 
BUILT FORM - Wall Materials 

IU~ Brick :::::::= Brick and Timber ........ 

=--- Timber ~ Mixed brick majority 
~' ~ Mixed timber majority 
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CITY OF MALV~RNURBAN CHAR.ACTER STUDY· 
SITE DEVELOPMENT - Block Size 

DTYPical 

1111111111 Mixed 1 -

Mixed 2 -

~ ~Mixed3 -

mainly smaD plus typical 

mainly typical plus small 

mainly typical plus large 

m Mixed 4 - mainly typical plus small & large ..... ~ . 
•••••• •••••• •••••• !:!:!: Mixed 5 mainly typical plus small to verY large 

lypical45'-66' x 100'-160' 

small 16'-35' x 98'-150' 
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STREET TREES - Species 
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Acacia 

Brachychiton populneus 

Callistemon 

Eucalyptus 

Eugenia 

Fraxinus 

Gled~zia 

Grevillea robusta 

Jacaranda 

Koelreutaria 

Lagunaria 

Liquidamber 

Melaleuca 

Melia 

Platanus 

Populus 

Prunus 

Quercus robur 

Quercus palustris 

Robinia 

Tristania 

Ulmus 

Other species 

COMMON NAME 

Wattle 

Kurrajong 

Bottlebrush 

Eucalypt/Gum Tree 

Lilly Pilly 

Ash 

Honey Locust 

Silky Oak 

Jacaranda 

Golden Rain Tree 

Norfolk Island Hibiscus 

Sweet Gum 

Paperbarl< 

White Cedar 

Plane Tree 

Poplar 

Cherry/Plum 

English Oak 

Pin Oak 

Locust Tree. 

Brush Box 

Elm 
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26. 

CITY OF MALVERN URBAN CHARACTER STUDY 
STREET TREES - Significant Plantings 

LOCATION 

Albany Road 
Anderson Street 
Anthony Street 
Ardrie Road 
Ash Grove 
Ashley Grove 
Avenel Road 
Bailey Avenue 
Bates Street 
Beaver Street 
Beech Street 
Bellaire Court 
Bellvue Avenue 
Belson Street 
Brettoneaux Square 
Bruce Street 
Brunei Street 
Canberra Grove 
Carmelo Avenue 
Carrum Street 
Central Park Road 
Chaucer Avenue 
Chesterfield Avenue 
Chilcote Avenue 
Claremont Avenue 
Clyndon Avenue 

Coolgardie Avenue 
Coppin Street 
Cressy Street 
Dene Avenue 
Dixon Street 
Dorrington Avenue 
Edgar Street 
Edna Street 
Embling Road 
Emo Road 
Epping Street 
Erica Avenue 
Fairview Grove 
Ferguson Street 
Finch Street 

Fountane Avenue 
Glenbrook Avenue 
Glenvale Road 

SPECIES 

Large English Oaks 
Oaks 
Plane trees 
Plane trees 
Plane trees 
Plane trees northern end (Alders and Cherries southern end) 
Pin Oaks 
Large Plane trees on one side 
Plane trees 
Large Eucalypts (E.botryoides and E.leucoxylon) 
Liquidamber 
Liquidamber 
Liquidamber 
Large Plane trees, some have been removed 
Grevillea robusta (central median) and Uquidamber 
Pin Oaks 
Plane trees 
Large Plane trees 
Melaleuca 
Ash 
Large Plane trees, east end 
Plane trees 
Liquidamber 
Large Plane trees 
Tristania and Melia 
Large Elms along the railway line. (Melaleuca and Tristania along the 
south side) 
Liquidamber 
Pin Oaks 
Plane trees, northern end 
Plane trees 
Ash, large between Stanhope Street and Ray Street 
Large Eucalypts (E.leucoxylon and E.botryoides) and Grevillea robusta 
Plane trees 
Liquidamber 
Large Plane trees 
Plane trees 
Plane trees 
Plane trees 
Large Plane trees 
Ash 
Large Plane trees and large English Oaks between Kerferd Road and 
Manning Street 
Liquidamber 
Large Eucalypts (E.botryoides) 
Plane trees 



Grandview Road 
Grant Street 
Harold Avenue 
HamiHon Road 
Havernrack Avenue 
Hedgeley Avenue 
Hope Street 
Hopetoun Road 
Horsby Street 
Hughes Street 
Hunter Street 
Hurstmon Street 

1II0wa Street 

Kanna Avenue 
Kerferd Street 
Kialla Avenue 
King Street 
Knox Street 
Ledbury Court 
Linlithgow Road 
Macgregor Street 

Manning Road 
Mayfield Avenue 
Melrose Avenue 
Milton Parade 
MoamaRoad 
Moorakyne Avenue 
Monomeath Avenue 
Nash Street 
Netherlee Street 
Nirvana Avenue 
Norford Grove 
Nott Street 
Oak Grove 
Paul Street 
Paxton Street 
Payne Street 
Ranfurlie Crescent 
Rangeview Avenue 
Scott Grove 
Serrell Street 
Somers Avenue 
Sorrett Avenue 
Stanley Street 
Sycamore Street 
Toorak Avenue 
Turnbull Avenue 
Turner Street 
Union Street 
Valentine Grove 
Valleyview Road 

27. 

Plane trees . 
Eucalypts (E.leucoxylon) 
Large Eucalypts (E.leucoxylon & E. botryoides) and Grevillea robust". 
Liquidamber, south and Pin Oaks north 
Ash 
Plane trees 
Large Plane trees (3 have been removed- new office) 

Plane trees (3 replaced with a Eucalypt and Horse Chestnuts) 
Plane trees, northern end 
Large Peppercorns, western end, north side 
Plane trees, northern end (gradually being removed from section of street 
closest to Malvern Road shops) 
Plane trees, northern end (gradually being removed from section of street 
closest to Malvern Road shops) 
Ash, southern end and Plane trees, northern end 
Large Plane trees 
Plane trees 
Large Gums along the railway line 
Large English Oaks along the south side 
Large Pin Oaks 
Plane trees 
Large Planes along the north-west, the rest of the street has been 
planted with Pin Oaks 
Plane trees (some have been removed and replaced with Jacaranda) 
Ash 
Liquidamber 
Large Plane trees, south side and large Gums, north along the railway line 
Large Plane trees on one side 
Liquidamber & Kurrajong 
Liquidamber 
Large Gums, E.lencoxylon 
Large Plane trees 
Large Plane trees with interplanting of Tristania 
Large Plane trees 
Large Plane trees 
Oaks 
Norfolk Island Hibiscus 
Pin Oaks 
Large Plane trees 
Plane and Ash trees - east (Pin Oak, Tristania and Ash in the western end) 
Liquidamber 
Large Plane trees 
Plane trees, southern end 
(only the west end) large Plane trees, large Elms, north and south 
Large Plane trees and one very large Elm 
English Oaks and Pin Oaks 
Plane trees 
English Oaks and Pin Oaks 
Liquidamber 
Plane trees 
Large Plane trees on the north side 
Large Plane trees 
Large Plane trees 
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, Viva Street 
Warley Road 
Warra Street 
Washington Avenue 
Whernside Avenue 
White Street 
Wilks Avenue 
Willow Street 
Yar Orrong Road 

28. 

Plane trees (interplanted with Prunus) 
Large Plane trees (and a small section of new Koelreutaria) 
Large Plane trees along south side and large Gums along railway line 
Plane trees 
Large Lombardy Poplars. north side of street 
Large Plane trees 
Large Plane trees along the north east section of the street 
Plane trees 
Oaks 
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29. 

RESIDENTIAL AREAS AND CHANGE 

Existing Urban Character 

Malvern is largely a residential suburb wHh variations upon four urban character themes: 

1. Large individualistic detached houses wHhin well treed, walled gardens, giving an 
image of a 'village in a forest'. 

2. A very urban scene wfih a variety of house forms and styles, densely buiR and relatively 
treeless. 

3. The classic arcadian suburb of single storey detached houses within private and 
relatively open gardens, facing onto tree lined streets. 

4. High densfiy housing consisting of two and three storey flat blocks and single storey 
multiple-unH developments. 

Council's twin tasks are to: 

1. Sustain existing character areas of high qualHy. 
2. Improve the quality of sub-standard areas. 

This may be done by: 

1. Influencing the planning, physical form and landscape treatment of private 
development. 

2. Ensuring that fis own public works are appropriate wHhin a given urban context and are 
of a high standard of design and construction. 

5.2 Sources of Change 

Since fis settlement and consolidation, Malvern has experienced relatively Intle physical 
redevelopment. 

It escaped the worst of the 1960's flats boom and has continued as a suburb of mainly 
detached, single storey houses, although wfihin that single type there are many varieties. 

This does not mean that the cfiy lacks diversHy in fis built form, nor that fi has gone 
unchanged. Rather, change has occurred and continues on the following fronts: 

1 . renovation and extension of existing houses 
2. construction of new houses wHhin established character areas 
3. . reconstruction of fences 
4. development of Post Modern office buildings at Main Street intersections 
5. gradual alteration of street detail in older residential areas by -

6. 

• replacement of bluestone kerbs and channels with in-situ concrete 
• replacement of asphalt paths with concrete paths 

spot replacement of street trees wHh trees of different species 
• new avenue plantings of horticulturally fashionable species 

townscape improvements, mainly in Glenferrie Road and High Street, including-

new pavements 
intersection alterations for pedestrians' safety and amenity 
tree planting 
installation of new street furniture 



5.3 

30. 

Change under Items 1 to 4 raises planning issues for Council, while change under Items 5 
and 6 raises issues of internal policy regarding engineering techniques; 
Street tree maintenance, planting and species selection; and 
Urban design standards for shopping centres. 

Some such policies may be documented and explicit, whereas others may be only implicit in 
the decisions and practices of Council's technical staff. 

All affect urban character. 

The following is a discussion of changes occurring within residential areas. 

Renovation and ExtenSion of Existing Houses 

Discussion 

House renovation and extension is continuing throughout the city. 
The general issues raised are those of 'context' and 'appropriateness'. 

BuiH form is an inseparable part of urban character and therefore of context. 
It might be considerably diverse or relatively uniform, or be somewhere along the spectrum 
between. 

If built form is diverse in its architectural style, materials and. physical form, then additions to 
buildings which are individualistic or unique will add to that diversity and reinforce urban 
character. 

However, if the built form of an area is relatively homogeneous with many buildings of similar 
age, style, materials and form, such additions will necessarily conflict with existing urban 
character and necessarily compromise it. 

The desire to sustain an existing urban character leads inevitably to public constraint upon 
private action and requires careful judgement by building owners, designers and public 
officials, of what are appropriate additions to existing buildings within a given urban context. 

Council might seek to: 

1. Impose constraints through its planning 

2. Influence building owners and designers through the educational medium of published 
design guidelines. 

Design Issues 

Building design issues affecting renovations and extenSions to existing buildings are: 

1. Style of the original building, which may be one of a dozen or more recognised styles 
ranging from Gothic Revival to 1960's Triple Fronted. 

2. Building form which is determined by: 

• site development with detached, semi-detached or terraced buildings 
• roof type including gable, hip, lean-to, convex and concave curve 

angle of roof pitch 
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4. 

31. 

Location of additions: 

• in relation to the building line 
• at the side or rear 
• as another storey 
• within the roof space 

Materials: 

• for consistency or contrast with existing materials 
• use of modern materials such as concrete, glazing, in large sheets or for roofs, and 

plastic based wall renders 

5. Character of additions, which may be: 

consistent or contrasting with the existing building 
imitative of an existing architectural style 
in a current vogue such as Post Modern 
an Original or individualistic architectural expression 

Actions 

Prepare illustrated design guidelines for house aHerations, dealing with the issues of 
style, building form, location of additions materials and character of additions. 

The following illustrations are taken from: 

"A Guide to Mering Old Houses" 
prepared by David Harvey and Celia Waters for the City of Essendon 
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f l'illW Ca:.tie h.lrIg w~ 
cftlih wrlh W'/Id NOOS 

proportions , 
~ ; cla'2eica\,-fu:ma\ 
IZie.mQl1\s; rect'ilng,ll'ilr 
o 5lrrX'O. roctri.:\\oo are-lJmw:l 

t:y1\'lt ~~ par\\.\ wails 
00:l ~ V\2.t'dro:>\'l \\(\lZS 
(-j1u-rOO"'iBp@) 

b wrand:m ~ 'OOd c:;slr(f) 
\\)cQ. <iilldMde W focade 
,n\o eI1'€i[er red9ngoo 

e I'kd<z, illcroe ,I', cUdoo Iflb 
~ tllrds ru C!Xf'I02., 

d 
v<ll'dl'Odh \,noo ara (:J,nth 
ifueg \"ooee.\'OO &2I~ch'.'b3.\ 

e ui'(j0,<6 'ilmwmtal(e.ct~\Q$' 

prnament 
o o:l5t Iron \'aCe 10 v~ 

erd tlW5tradoo 
b pat'apet '<lixW vemoctlh 1'0 

s\ucCoed 'ilI'd dQ(X)'\\[ed wrth 
a ~ rll<t0lTOJds, 
Pl'aslere, bmck01sL~yrd\'O,,--_ 
i'br<M m:J\1fu.u(os,l1d1ls on"" 
twW 1M a GWlk pedf1'irt 

e ~ WeI' CCffIce. trrodl"'3 
~d i\1a:z.oo 

d CC("\1lCe. to cl)llffiIM 
e wmdON OOi>d ff'QIJdll'9, £j:lll)\ 

(l'lJhoos 
f heavy parw\ led A£Ct; edeJ':t1Is 

I I 
0 

d 
I 

I JI e I 
c ~t:::Ss I:J E:::I t::::Jt=lO t::l 

..... 0. 1m 
di Ii I 

r~~ 
e ~[[]] '-V"--~\{\ 

i b II b 'I b' 
OI~L ___ .JILjl 0 {] 
e .. , _.::, ,_, ;fi1' I II· Ie 

(II' (\ '-J... L&J I. II II' a ·.1 I 1\ I _ 

: b.11- b ..-1-'1 b I '~I nOI1:1 o L:::.l'-__ '-'::..1 
cl I ~ IC 

b -111111 (b) 11\ III -
C t::I t::I t::I t::::I t::I 0 t::I 

C t::I t:l1::J. t::l t::l c::t t::I 

H tQV--V"\ B 
_~I 10_ 

~1o)(Qn lrnl~ 
n~ Un ~ 

w 
(JI 



Queen Anne 
I 
~895 -1910 elements 

~-t;:'~\~~the, 
BcxXn el!j6 .\'c:v5e,., 

\\s dQ.Slgn<2-ffi cbjl2Cilve 
WeB 1l:> 00 q,ualn\" ei'i:\ 
~,It.lt> ~~rrJryZ\rca\ 
ird 15 cnamclensOO l:M !"1 
~ sf!'''''''' G1rQ)e.a ., rbof Urn, . ~;:) . 

It \'0 ~%w\l;l\\\:\ a i1ZCI 
bnck, C~ (:0,nr ellAe-,-J\:Y2,re, 
()re,~ cream w~ teo. (C(~ Ifl)) WX'i!OfB. 

materials - colours 
roofs; ~e..-jUrrocct\B 

marooU\Q. tI\Q8 
wtils; errroIh re.d brd::s, 

iOCI:.. r:af11l2d 'ar1is /~ 
crerilzrclerlO g;l::je Qojo. 

prinCipal cdou~; f'Q(\ bne\(", / 
Cffi'am re.ndcY' / bUff, =m 
dar!:: brown/ c\()ti:: ~ 
i1ff\lQ,r Wlrdi:W& ard other 
'MXldwor\( 

interiors 
CiblhnCls ; i\\::m.Je, ~ erozr 

aiI1lrgS ,,PflB COVe-rod 
wrlh EO rom Wld~ llrnb~r 
'3t~ / rrou\dec1 corniCe, 
wrth P'dloted iY'i= bzl::w / 
1i'etmrK im\\I'O it> 9r<:neS 

wells; ft'ot (:\Bsle,r /11n'b12f' 
r;emlhng / plc1urlW(}u~ 
alrvlbd i!niP8CWO/ruW-If\ 
g,i21VeG 

p11nclpa\ cdcors ; dllrk <2!Blf'«:\ 
l1rnber p'2i'l:.llhng I cruam I 
de,e,p IMlM OOQ,0 I ro",g 
,-- I ~f'--l _,.,r,_.,", t;~·R-.-rtV"r.-r<'" 

a on<> or -two w'nEf.' ptDj<1,ct 
(at ngnt ~515 = 
trolfur}fr6m 1he 1hrl r:f 
fue, h::JJe,e, ardioim 6Id0· 

b bw '2hadowad vQm"dah 
curvQ8 around D~ 
Wirr!f> 

c hg\'i prtd1I1L\, 00m1T161iog 
(Xi'N;lCa\W rIXf d\Qn wilh 
turrrZts era -fuIoo ~ 

d iPl\ CI1'I3il1 'onck chml'rZ\js 
pem\r~~ rrof 

e Plc\tJW20JJ2 klcdhg-t 
C;)Slbrnarif wincbNs 

proportions 
~mllntbrmal, \.f1~.QOO, 

g:,thIC olrec\lOna\ ~mm 
&1d ~rt1j 

elements; frao.nt'ermzd 1r1~~ 
O/IU IoN \'i:ifzJ::rl\a\ tWs lIP.> 

a profus,on·d( ~L\a!1<J;1ld 
Trofdal)QR, gws wrnealillJ 

b hn<>o\' <Z8vcze,'Iar9T1dah 
ehadONS eye, roT1~ntal 

C WlroCW">,.,DZ. ve.rhC21 red 
U1llB1\1;:\ C1twped or 

d Wir'C\l pJI\ ~\lj &cI 
d1lfirn!f,> vrzrl1ca\l\:\ 'fun 
1'IYl. ~. 

ornament 
a l1i'1'ber~k 1:> veY'<ll'Cl'dhs 

'<If(l Q2V<l-S 
b iQr'(s oort-a f1Xlf ndQ,e 

C'ilWng If, ia()crfiJI sn~ 
qot:lG e.rds Snd dorrne,rs 
()m -IrooOO Wlfu 6 ilWc\ -
o::rtiJ;' f,n,a! ofte,() drag::Kl<6 
qnfflO€>, ~\lrOO3 or 0ffiJS 

C C\'IIffi\')IZU,'" OJI\t In flliW:1 
SI'YOpeP.> 'Wrt'n COmice. 'clnd 
1@'fficotta (XJ!s 

d rn:.O\i(j1\' Ctl%ml6ot \'Jirdolis 
i"Ol'0; aftir nos omarni2l1t 
~ .... 0!"!V' rlll"'f11rrv"!",. Ay4 1'-11"'11' If''',} \ 

~Ib ~ 
, L-

fi~~ ~ i~ =:-~) 
I ~,wm EJD(J 

~~q 

RI··a~ ,,~~ ~ n I~I Ir:--~I 

UJ 
<3> 
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Californian Bungalow 
1910-1930 

1h(b ee.Ufornran Bu:iJ!1Kw 
wsS.cbvo.:.e\~.lmportl2{\ 'from 
Am0l1ca.lfu dool()ne,~ 'armed 
sl9lVJn~ £\ rug(\e.d 'dw ~ 
and \>Ii)l'ffi Im~.rt roo b 
fQ.Qlln9 of a~,excllXillX\. 
n'c!luf1l, but II I~ \:x.Ji It if t0Xlix~ 
rYaI1xel !YYCIt<Ul8ls. 

1m pan -fOrm 15 a cororo:;t 
~ wrth uoo\lIIU'l'lb a'ttree 
bcz.drooms. rr<lI1i e~nt 1m 
GbrIlu ~ore ...zfe, txx~lOr1ffi nch .. 

IDfTl\S are. \lIm~e., 6.lIfaces 
SI0 brctild and unbroken. 

materials - colours 

roofs; rod. ~ fffi 9'Wl 
cemenill\Q.S 

walls; tnck /w@1W\::oord / LL 
tiJuo)l ca"t rende.r cr JlijOIJll!, 
flOI60 10 a.le.roeoio 9JCh as 
brick pillars, \:Y.llooiru:\e.j 
11mb\lf' 'OhlnC\l\l<3 ilrd ~ 
ell6\' reooe.( ~e. ilntffi 10 
o,OOIe. 0J'li'O I clinker rnck . 
Chunnel\ -

pnnclpal c61Ollffi; rod bncks/, 
dlf1ker t:n::k:5/ 0.\ slBinro d~r): 
brown we'cl\11\2:rtx>i'lrtis / 
bf()M'l,ivot1j'<;?'(lWl wooClwcxk 

interiors 
clZ-lhrqs ; fibrous placler ~ 

wrtl'i s1BIned 11mber c.cNer 
slrap& io~' oo~1 romCQ. 

walls; paeto.r @rk sillIned 

~
~ nQllinC\ 10 1.'0 ro 

hi fPlc\ure.rBil -:IT \.'Wi. 
ro\e.; em art rouve3u p:l\\<UrD 

b C\\l!'£ ~naJ5 in cbJrc, 8rd 
W\~dOwo 

pmcl~ roOUf'O ; dm\< g~lI00 
1\mbar or f1<lWffil 11mOar' 
p6C\a\lI~!1 f whlil w~l\s grd 
COAlinop· 

elements 
a ~ \I!® atle ei\C:\", 
b brd3d r'fuf DI=.m'1llr1 rcxf 

pt\ttl rd' \wi, ihgn ').'0' tmh 
iwf rdll1t35-tron 10' 

e deap froo\" vemroah 
d ma%IW crultllf/0 on e.xt=l 

mil 
e Sll)l\ fXlku \'JIoc¥;w; ~ 

in11"a wall' - Ca\W\1Ulf or 
OOJtJa hun~ moo -C&n 9 
OOIJ 1\IrCoN tJ 'fum- room 

f lWOSlW, P::'Joni> 10 lim 
vWIlI'd'1lh· '. 

proportions 
coroposrtlOfl; Inb'11'@1 ;rrCfll\)\ 
~'1Ir j%)n 1iXm wilh 
em fOOIl\ 1lirust iOrwQrd 

12i~\S ; iYI'arI:\ctQf rolf 1Xm 
OIer~~OO/ 
cae.me.n\13 9ne -\nIck, roQ~ 

a l~e. lew roof, plb!tilneJlf 
9'<ll'1~ ~ 

b 1U'rzonlal ver'1ll\C:\\lh hOO5 

e WI~a=io rol1zon\oll <IS " , 
cIMdOO Into V ~e6 
bo..IilUllOI'B 

d <Zf'emefll'3 Qf1I, bold 'OrO S1\'f\P\e. 

ornament 
a iul\\lar m!1C\!l.5,l'OJCl'lcoor 

mrde( ora prittliiir'S1 10 
O<fu erd6 

b OYlck wal\$ ~r1\U rc:u;I\ CdGT 
fQ1'd(l( or pe.bt\I/. 1irEn 

e bnckorsi= Gli1llfY3io 
OOIl)5tYSdCb wall 

d \Xojeded rofulr5. CLJrved 
bm'!iouroQfiD VQfBM'<lh 

e -m.PQrad p,J}Offi runMmes 
tw20 \\.!\\i 1irooor {lO'3\s 

f \lJ\OcblV. door ~0s,S\cl"ilcI1ls 
taJI)\\1J ()d\tQ.rol/.d Willi itt 
r.n\ \\ff}'l" ~.ff'. "'.('.r1 ~~'y~l,. i'r~ 

~b~ d., 

o 
. 0 c··' ,n" DOD , . f e 

.~ n ,~ 
~~. ~ ,·S ,..." a 8 

" •. \=, pI6 e, fO,.c • .c 

~ a IDBDJ 
bl DODD 1 'ODD B[18 
~~---

cOD I b DO I JOIOD 

d~i"::I.,.~J lJ~ 
e.!!.11fI1i e a, II >.!. 
D:crTI~ 11 b 

;

,. QIJD8f - i~:: e ~J1, ~ D[ , ":: Ii 
D. D[ .-

' 81: oc ':_ ci --
. D[-. D~Jv,:t. n! ~',~ rei --_. __ .. __ -" .- -, r' O -1 ,-----

r 

OJ 
-.J 



C~ ~ (::::::J C=:J C~-=-J 

Farly Modern. 
1930-1940 elements 

In 1m -thlrh<v.> W ~eA' 0 prqywhng -front room 
(i$chiUl co\'\'aw.. bWlllI'I~, .. lhe" b ffilnlroom p.1ch"\\\2. roof _ 
rw.t~r ~-m1hISh<rl c&n np ioof 
~SI~e- L~ Wrifi~'la . e, c boxcW. 08~OO 
or hp roof:1\' paWi.d . !"fine\"J2.d CorbeJ1ed 
Stwaral ~ , ~\ : mck ~ I'lZttxne.d 
rtWem;00c0,e\u1<I-',8!P'fWBr d ~-b-lI-6Omnl 
~ «Iul~ Wi.\W IMW mto It €lW Mit> emall rn-r1-. 
-thtlll:rcet~ 'r. ~:~'eGi.3 ~. Q'\ 75mm'" ~i 

1ro Nri'/"od . I'lxOO dW91 cctoon, .. 'Y 
>ta!l b'ilsOO ':lCflrn~;r~ - e"'''''' ~,c:&.n ~y""'" 
5/ctlt\1lcrluttl~,ils'" ;X~l '~ . r-
OOm. ~ lid' f a~ aX\WJill, ~ 
clid~ 00c\ rracline I~ pO~~ Qa.1IP., 

'" G 
. . .... II '.' ,IbU 
~(]~ ·······.··.··'D· .. · mJfl .' 0 .. c'~ 

'~-u. I e I:~f' 
:'j 

materials - colours 
roofi ceml2l1t ll\w/-rerra rolta 

1ha.s Iconcra\Qi sw OJQX' 

Wal\~bnck'" oo.:ra\llJ wrth 
l'Yiif rrAl'd ioc!w. p!1i\S 

fuott; ; h€\rd· ()f1)XO iWWD 

proportions 

~»~~~~/,o 
<ZIQ,~~~I ~~ II c I «F',===lr=u; 

,: f'\#..1O·:plf"cl1/1lfl'ber 
II'1\fuf;lIU . 

pr1ll1l:1pa\dbJr&; salmon, tm.m 
dark rna:gaowz" stnjOO , 

1ilPcuotn,\ ti~ / cream 
wOOdWOr\< I ~ or glWl 
e\ooI Wlrdciws 

interiors 
ceth(\~s ;f\oon ~ / hrzilV\,\ 

SfQ;j)paCI pao!ter COrnice or 
'3J (fro ~'4 N'OO\:l r.cmce/ 
CXMltml ClUhf'9 ~ 

wall~;f1ooh ~/P\Bln 
sk1rt1f'9/ Plc\\J,~ mlE. ncm; ooromlLlI1\ p\a\ed door 
~,1'€p3/~s\"Qc\ 
r:lg\e gl)90 dOOl"e> e<ld 
mrrors / ei'~m-"r<2d 
tDti"In-limture/'OI\ popular 

pnnclpal colours.i.. ~~'Or!\ CfQ-lZn 
~~cd \lr(j O]l \'by ~f1'6\ 

C'--' i-' r-J ------, _,.1 __ -J l_ [ ___ .J 

brJ ~Q$ _ b <--..:'---' 

g ~~~rrof ~----~ 
~a9 

c WirOO.ls I)!V. \'orl1mI'aI 
fQ.C\'ongoodl'llCkd ro-I1oot\I1~ 

d 
wrth '!> or It \'I:lr11O!\\aI rors 
1hI- IAlTOO fac:dQ ",im~ '6t l'l 
ctm'dmll(\Qd \'cm.onlal~ 

ornament 

a ~el~d versrd'i)n 
b ~,i\mt gaW>' 

d WtIh 9J<)(I"'Q., e 0tclQ. '4rd otror 
Iffltnc rrotifs 

c loo5 pck<U:l,wI' 
U\ CfQ,~rn or ~ p<llnr or 
'0411\1 ()Jfl'roI1:lIrg ~ 

d h:flZon\'a\ 1I'ersoro 00r> 
c\lV\d~ WlnctDYJS. 

e \Xlf\'rI:!IZS o\'\llf\ \1\' fuw:,' . 
f iood~\lQ d cl\\ItI\QLf., 
lP\Q.~\I()?t ~p, ,<ohIstr:.pq,r ~ 

r J C=J C::-J C~J 

[-.0 ? 
I __ b~_l 
~r --:/ 
--'!:"-- -=-I~-
--~-;:b~ 
.,RQJI;l;:r== ===l 

f1---;Q, 

~ .• '.'­

~ 
C-,,] (::::::J C .. .J r-::=] 

0I: 
{ 

r~~:] [_ J 

w 
(l) 

CJ 
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Alteration 

~1..~~rl;lf'Q'l,6 1J en old OOIk:iIrr,j 
bI U.IId ~tJe. madQ, In the 
spirit -ard chCIractQ,r cJ the. 
onqlllal design. 

OIlnlbl'e.e.nt\1 C0I1lUl'l\ 
biJlidlno,S 'One. ge{1<2P51iL\ _ . .J.. 
comP::>~Q.d cf Q,ilZlT\Q,nI(; tu11 
'Os baLI WlncbNs, vQ,fsnda.hs 
coiumY\s, projectlno, party 
w'Olis 'till d om'CImQ.i\f 
whenz,as 1wQ,rJ'l1mn CQ,flturu 
de.slo,n IncorporatCbs litt\(/;' 
'apr iti.d cr.r\'dlW1t but R~ 
o,rI&'CIIcz,( (Zm~s on t1~ 
\'i\Jrfucee, iDrmll9 100 
com\Xl5ltloo.fui rro5t 
Importanr CQ!)slderailons \'Jl~n 
de.slgnlf\'6 6!tcz,rs\loffi ane. 

forms; 
tlYzse, should bQ, Slmli'CIf 

to -thib onglfYc).i. 

pro[X)rtlons; 
,he wall 10 roof rallo; roof 

5bpes 'tiro WIndoN shape.s 
grud be iderrhcai. -

rrYcItensls ; 
le.xtur~ and coIwrs of 

rmte.(1'al5 s\')::JUd march 
e.xl6hn3· 

1he Q,(tI')M'Oi comdex1R1,L 
ehwid be consl6i'ent -WITIl 
't\Iib onglY21i ruidu'l} 
restoration 

100 InrorrrYcli1on In -this 
bookiQ,t IS Q,~ -Ib ,mabie 
-the IdQ,nt\flWllon cf: a hOlJ6e, 
Ei:uiQ, . .'"ndib defu.ct If\COf\SI~ 
Q.fif 8lt12ffitpns. fSlthfoi 
mCCffilnJcl10n can ol)il..\ b<ZCcn?, 
with = detOli<2d If\tBtrffihcn 
'3OUrC1I/o cf tn1brrlYcltlon ere 
,oOSQ,\'V'Ollcn or 'Olmll'Of \mse., 
In 1'nib %11\<2 flee.'d 
. N;monanrwr 
. !'''f '" rrfrrf(>f('.Q'? lf1th"- tn>kirf 

'yIQ,W sh2Cows; 
In 6eflSlllW hJ5\Dnc are~ 

wh2re. It Ie. rrt 2CiVBooe iO 
.eltl2.r bJi'clino, facadQ,s 
chan9Q.s 5\1O'J.d be mdde 
ml..\ In -the '1f\I2W shBdcw' 
o!'tfu- s\Ylz,el' -\'acede. 

'1'r10 View etYcIdow i:xzlno. ihat 
8~aof the. oexm tIX.k 
sl'Y2\llZmd 1l'om 610\J\' of 1m 
0\n2.et 

czx1W3lon screened 
~ ne.1g.ro..nrg \uUlQ.6 

em 9;root .• .2. 
--::E .. ~ o :~, 10-8 ~~ ~e~ 

e.x\Q.r'6Ic:n f.i In 
'Vle.W '2he.dow' cf 
parapet 

..,. 
o 
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I. ~, 

4, '7, 

7. 8, 9, 

10, 

-------~ 

12. 
'<" 

MAL-VERN HOIA5t=.5. 
L VICrIO~IAN, 

2, I-rAL-IANAit=-, 

3, I-(AL-IANA-rE:-, 

4, BOOM, 

7, 11'<ANSI-rIONAL-, 

6, Q.lAE-t:'-N ANN£., 

7. WWANJIAN, 

6, CAL-lfORNIt\ 6lAN:::tAL-oW, 

9. CAW1ZlRNIA B~AL-OW, 

10, SPANISH MI66 ION , 

II t;::..NGJ_ISI-t, 

12, t=.AR.,L. Y MODE-~N, 

.0-
~ 
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17. 
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20. 
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-" 

an 
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10. 
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22. 

C
-l 

_J 1=] C=J 

10 -

C.:=J 

o 

MALNe.RN HOIA&~ 
13. roABL-£ fI<ON-r£D YIL-L-A. 

14-. 11"IPL-£: -rRDN-(",-P YIl.-lA\; 

1'7· -(R.IPI..:r=- r'F<ON-r~D VlUA· 

lb. RE-NOYME-D CAL··WORNIA 
BVINCIAI..OW 

17. rz..ev"E'-N-r INF/L-L-. 

Ie. R.toC-"E'-N-r INr'IL-l-· 

10. rz.."8VYC-t...£:.P BVlIl..-DI~. 

20. 1::ORAt<.- fONClL-151-\ 
61Yl-S HOIl1St::-. 

2.1 . -(OOMK MANS/ON. 

2.2. ros-J MODBf':N 
MANaION. 

2:3. 1')30"" flA-rS . 
24. 10W5 'fL-A-rs 
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43. 

5.4 Construction of New Houses 

Discussion 

Houses have been recently bum or are under construction throughout the city, in character 
areas 4,7, 11, 12, 18, 51, 62, 74, 85 and 87. 

Most of these houses are large, two storey buildings of individual design, though many 
conform to a contemporary 'Boom Style' consisting of cubic forms and painted in pastel tints, 
Post Modern 'references' to preceding styles, and use of glazed roofs and covered ways. 

Buildings may be on display within a relatively open garden, or concealed behind high walls 
buitt along site perimeters. 

Sometimes, a site is completely made over, with underground garage, SWimming pools and 
tennis court, or is developed with muttiple residential units. 

Such redevelopment challenges the existing physical context and urban character by 
replacing one building type with another and by removing existing mature vegetation which 
contributes to the street scene. 

Where a series of sites is similarly redeveloped, as in Haverbrack Avenue, the context is 
changed and a new urban character established. 

Design Issues 

Building design issues affecting redevelopment of Sites and construction of new houses are: 

1. Style or architectural expression 
Each generation must reinterpret the world through its architecture, literature and 
music. It is therefore impossible to directly control building style, and futile to wish to 
do so. 

2. Building Form 
• New two and three storey buildings within a context of single storey detached houses 

create problems of overshadowing and overlooking, which must be resolved within the 
design of the new buildings. 

3. Site Development 
• Building to site boundaries and construction of high, perimeter walls confronts 

traditional practices of setting houses within a garden border and using low, perforated 
fences to the street. 

• Comprehensive redevelopment of large sites can cause loss of mature vegetation 
including large specimen trees which contribute to the 'woodland canopy' of an area. 

• However, such site development is completely appropriate and even essential in areas 
with small sites and high development densities. 

• Generally, new building should conform to existing building lines in order to conserve 
street form. 

4. Materials 
• Modem materials can strongly contrast with the traditional brick, timber, render, terra­

cotta, slate and corrugated iron of existing houses. Atternatively, they might be fitting 
in areas with diverse building forms and styles. 
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Actions 

1. Establish planning controls to prevent demolition of buildings in areas designated for 
special protection. 

2. Where a site is to be redeveloped, require that: 
planning permission is obtained before demolition of buildings or removal of existing 
vegetation. 
a survey of existing vegetation is prepared, giving location, species, trunk caliper, 
height, spread, approximate age and condition of major trees and shrubs. 

3. For different character types, prepare design guidelines for new buildings covering: 
building form with respect to overshadowing and overlooking of neighbours. 

• site development constraints. 
height limits for boundary walls and fences. 
preferred materials. 
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5.5 Reconstruction of fences 

Discussion 

Fences are rebuitt as properties are renovated or rebuitt. usually for one of three reasons: 

to increase visual and acoustic privacy 
to increase security 
to complete the design of the house and garden 

Fences also have the following effects: 

modification of micro-climate by blocking winds, creating breezeways or giving shade 
definition of sight lines for traffic at intersections 
definition of street space, which may extend past low, open fences to building frontages, 
or may stop at site boundaries closed by high, solid fences and walls. 

For most of Malvern, fences are typically low, between 0.45 and 1.0 metres. Their 
construction is of one of the following forms, used singly or in combination with evergreen 
hedges or perennial border plantings -

timber picket 
• open metalwork, including cast iron railings, woven wire and wrought steel 

masonry including brick, render, stone and pre-cast concrete. 

In a few areas, high fences and walls are the norm either for security or for acoustic control 
along main roads. 

These may be buitt of timber, brickwork, stone, render, or a combination of those materials. 

Vines such as Ivy, Native Fig and Parthenocissus are often used to cover high walls. 

Fence designs originally reflected the design of buildings and were buitt to typical patterns 
and forms such as : 

• Nineteenth century • decorative cast iron wnh masonry plinth 
• decorative timber pickets wnh ornamental posts 

· Queen Anne - Edwardian • simple pickets, sometimes wnh horizontal capping 
or rhythmical horizontal pattern. 

• clipped Cypress or Privet hedges used in 
conjunction wnh low picket fences to form a high 
fence. 

• capped and painted lapped paling fences. 

• Calnornia Bungalow Style • open wire or simple timber picket fences, often only 
0.45 of a metre high. 

• low walls of brick and/or render with border planting 
or hedges. 

Spanish Mission • low walls wnh render and pierced concrete panels. 

• English and Early Modem • low walls of Clinker brick, sometimes wnh rendered 
panels. 



• 1950's and 60's 
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• low brick walls often with contrasting brick plinths 
and courses, and glazed tiled copings. 

Selected examples are illustrated below. 

Issues 

1. New high walls and fences are often finished with plain rendered surfaces and painted 
with pastel tints. They lack the articulation and interplay of materials, light, shade and 
plants achieved with older designs. 

2. Picket fences typically use decorative nineteenth century picket designs, often to draped 
outlines, regardless of the style or period of the house. The result is stylistic confusion 
and debasement of the architectural character of an area. 

Actions 

Prepare design guidelines based upon existing examples, for nigh and low fences 
appropriate to different building styles. 
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Alteration of Street Detail 

Discussion 

The major part of Malvern is laid out with a rectangular grid of streets which have parallel 
nature strips separating roadway and footpaths, and containing parallel rows of trees. 

This format occurs within all periods of development and is a consistent and unifying urban 
design theme. 

Variations upon the theme are given by variations of street detail such as: 

Street alignment and width affecting provision and dimension of nature strips. 
Tree species, size, form and maturity. 

• Street construction techniques. 

A~erations to street detail occur progressively as dema[1ds change and maintenance is 
carried out. Some sources of change are: 

• replacement of decreplt footpaths, pavements and kerb and channel. 
improvements to surface water drainage in flat areas. 
replacement of old, misshapen street trees. 
avoidance of interference by street trees with overhead wires. 
avoidance of damage by tree root systems to pavements, footpaths and adjoining 
structures and therefore avoidance of litigation. 
improvements to traffic systems including reduced street speeds, improved on street 
parking for residents. 

• introduction of nature strips. 
use of new tree species. 

All of these issues can be presented as rational, technical initiatives and therefore as being 
'inevitable'. But technology too is subject to fashion, or to dominant paradigms and change 
of street detail in its materials and form, change of road alignments and the addition of traffic 
management devices, and the replacement of 'difficutt' street trees with more 1ractable' 
varieties, can all significantly change urban character. 

Issues 

1. Change of street detail with reconstruction. 

The 'raditional' materials of bluestone and asphaH give a particular quality to streets 
because of their: 

colour, which is grey-blue and does not strongly reflect light 
• texture which is given by the jointing of bluestone blocks and the aggregate of asphalt. 

Their replacement by concrete for footpaths and kerb and channel introduces light 
coloured, homogeneous and relatively untextured materials which strongly reflect light 
and destroy the tonal relationship of pavement, grass verge and tree foliage within a 
street. The dominant linear forms of concrete kerb, channel and footpath also subdivide 
the street into parallel segments. 

2. Replacement of street trees 

This is done for a series of reasons including: 
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• replacement of trees misshapen by former pollarding 
• perceived interference by tree roots with pavements, and by canopies with overhead 

services 
• changes in horticultural fashion 

Pollarding is an obsolete tree management practice which destroys the inherent character 
of any species. A programme of selective pruning can restore an acceptable shape to 
many mature trees, thus extending their useful lives and maintaining urban character. 

Damage to property and risk to people caused by trees is a fact. It is also an issue of 
perception. Given the ideal state of no damage and no risk, we should not have trees. 
This ideal is in fundamental conflict with the established urban character of much of 
Malvem where large, spreading Oaks, Ashes, Planes, Uquidambers and Gums have lifted 
kerbs, channels, paths and road pavements, thus causing physical damage and creating 
risk. 
It is therefore necessary to define acceptable levels of damage and risk which are 
compatible with a well treed urban environment. 

Fashions in street trees have changed dramatically during the past 100 years. 
Nineteenth century plantings of ConHers and Gums have gone, replaced by broadleafed 
deciduous trees such as Plane, Elm, Ash and Oak. These were supplemented later, 
probably in the 1950's, by new plantings of Uquidamber. At the same time, purple leafed 
Flowering Cherry became wildly popular and, unfortunately, was widely planted. 
During the late 1960's and 1970's, native species became almost 'de rigueur' as a 
contribution to national identity. Currently, trees with compound leaves, such as 
Jacaranda, Native Cedar, Black Lorust and Honey Lorust, are very popular. The first two 
are chosen for their floral display and relatively small, mature size in our Climate. Other 
reasons must govem the choice of the two locust trees because both can grow very large, 
and are prone to suckering. 

Given the influence of fashion, it must be remembered that the most effective 
contribution to urban character is given by established avenues of large trees, which are 
mostly deciduous broadleafs and which form continuous, overarching canopies when in 
leal. 

A second, powerful image is given by established plantings of large Gums which enliven 
the winter scene with their new, red foliage and their sparkling brown, gold and white bark. 

3. Traffic Engineering Schemes 

Attempts to counter the effects of through traffic and to cater for increased demands for 
on street parking have produced various physical treatments which seek to slow vehicles 
and provide safer on street parking, by altering road alignments. 

Often, the solution is an asymmetrical, curvilinear or stepped alignment within an 
estabished symmetrical and parallel corridor. The visual effect is usually untidy and in 
conflict with urban character. 

Actions 

1. In streets with 1raditional' materials, retain bluestone and asphalt in street reconstruction, 
using: 

• bluestone kerb and channel 
• asphalt roadway 

asphalt footpaths and crossovers 
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2. Where drainage is a problem because of lack of fall use more frequent drain entry pns, or a 
combination of bluestone kerb with concrete channel for improved appearance. 

3. Where street trees are to be replanted, do not use small, decorative varieties. 
Use large species which will eventually achieve a generous canopy and contribute to the 
street scale. 

Successful species already in use include: 

Ash 
Plane 
Elm 
Oak 
Liquid Amber 
Sugar Gum 
Yellow Gum 
Native Cedar 
Queensland Box 
Norfolk Island Hibiscus 
Paperbark 

Trees may be planted as single species avenues, or as aHernating species. Two 
successful combinations are: 

Queensland Box and Native Cedar - Claremont Avenue 
Plane and Prunus, in spring - Viva Street 

Where traffic engineering devices are to be constructed: 
• do not use asymmetrical layouts which re-align road pavements or introduce one sided 

kerb extensions or projections. 
maintain parallel, rectilinear street alignments. 
use symmetrically arranged management devices such as roundabouts and paired, 
rectangular kerb extensions. 

• review the use of street closures to deter through traffiC. 

Street design 
Review standards and methods of design for new street works to maintain urban character 
and to coordinate the contribution of Engineering, HorticuHural and Urban Design staff. 

Amend Council pOlicies to: 

• increase the minimum width for new nature strips, from 900mm to 1800mm. 
• spec~y the use of tree grilles wnh a minimum diameter or side dimension of 1200mm, 

instead of small diameter concrete surrounds. 
• allow reconstruction of asphaH footpaths and vehicle crossings in asphaH, where this is an 

important contributor to urban character. 

Some issues to be considered are: 

• The development of Council's multi-disciplinary approach to design through staff 
participation in internal workshops, attendance at professional conferences and 
membership of muHi-disciplinary project design terms. 
Funding levels necessary to achieve improved standards. 

• Employment of addnional design staff wnhin Council 
• Employment of consuHant designers. 

Develop policies to guide Council and the community in design decision making. 

Develop public consultation processes whichfacilnate and maintain the integrny of design 
decision making. 
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PARKS AND GARDENS 

Discussion 

Many of Malvem's public parks and gardens are contained and concealed by their 
surroundings. Only Central Park, Waverley Oval and Trevard Park are fully open to view 
from the road. This gives a 'secret' qualny to the others and allows the delight of 
discovery for the first time. 

Functionally, each space is a local park serving its immediate surroundings, though some 
contain sports fields and serve a wider catchment. 

Designs are variations upon three basic images: 

1. Open grassed areas with surrounding woodland, as is evident in parks with sports 
fields and perimeter tree planting. 

2. Open woodland, as demonstrated by Sydare Avenue with its almost random mix of 
native and exotic species; and by the native 'Urban Forest'. 

3. The haven of the domestic garden as evolved in Melboume during the past thirty 
years, with enclosing earth mounds, basalt rocks, timber retaining structures, garden 
varieties of native plants and commonplace exotics. Wtthin these settings are 
arranged play equipment for young children, seats for watching parents and 
sometimes a pergola wtth pavement under. 

Some of the grass and woodland themes are supplemented by the presence of 
contained water. Within the more intensively maintained gardens, decorative flower beds 
add another level of detail, complexity and colour. 

The mature plantings of the older gardens add significantly to the general tree canopy 
which defines the arcadian image of Melbourne's middle suburbs. 

Two dimensionally, the parks and gardens may be categorised into three plan forms: 

1. Parks and gardens which, wtth the exception of Waverley Oval, occupy a rectangular 
sector of the urban grid-

Kooyong Gardens 
Sir Robert Menzies Reserve 
Malvem Gardens 
Milton Gray Reserve 
Viva - Wilson Streets Reserve 
Central Park 
Ardrie Park 

• Union Street Reserve - Orchard Street Gardens 
Treyvaud Park 

• Waverley Oval 

2. Linear Parks -

Hedgeley Dene 
The Urban Forest 
The Rialto 
Sydare Avenue Reserve 
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3. New Pocket Parks formed by street closures or sned on remnant land -

Inverness Avenue Reserve 
• Bailey Avenue Reserve 

Penpraze Park 
Argyll Street Reserve, opposite Ambrose Avenue 

The spatial distribution of parks and gardens is fairly unHorm through the municipalijy. 
Taking Burke Road as the north-south divide, there are eight reserves to either side, 
when the park under construction in Darling Road, is included. 

Qualitatively, the parks east of Darling Road are inferior in design, construction and 
maintenance to their western counterparts, as can be seen by contrasting the following 
parks: 

• parkland with sportsfields - Treyvaud and Central Parks 
linear parks - the Urban Forest and Hedgeley Dene 
pocket parks - Argyll and Inverness Avenue Reserves. 

This is in part a historical accident, and in part the resuH of Council's policy which specHies 
three levels of maintenance for different categories of parkland, namely; 

1. A high maintenance to achieve and sustain excellence, applicable to established formal 
parks and gardens such as Malvem Gardens, Central Park, Hedgeley Dene and Sir Robert 
Menzies Reserve. 

2. Cyclical maintenance, applicable to less developed parks such as Union Street Reserve, 
Sydare Avenue Reserve, The Urban Forest and Treyvaud Memorial Park. 

3. Minimal attention, applicable to areas such as railway reserves. 

Of 25 cijy sectors south of the railway line and defined by the main roads grid, 12 do not 
have public open space. 
While some sectors may not need such space because of their generous containment of 
private gardens, the fact that almost haH of the sectors have no public open space 
indicates an inequny of distribution which is compounded by problems of access given by 
distance to parks, and divides presented by main roads. 
When condition of parkland is also considered, the section of the cny east of Darling Road 
is clearly underprovided for in quantijy, distribution, accessibilijy and qualijy of parkland. 

Issues 

1. Malvem is not overly endowed wnh readily accessible parks and gardens. 

The linear park system which will eventually come into being along Gardine~s Creek Valley 
is separated from adjoining residential areas by the railway line and enher contained or 
bisected by the expressway and freeway. 

Access is therefore difficuH, and visually, the creek valley seems to belong to adjoining 
suburbs rather than to Malvem. 

Parks within the cny proper tend to be hidden by surrounding buildings, which gives them 
a special qualny but does not ease the sometimes slightly claustrophobic qualify of 
continuous residential development. 



54. 

2. The quamy of parks and gardens varies considerably wHh location, age and imagery. 
Parks given over to sports generally lack adequate planting for spatial containment and 
sub-division necessary to create a convincing image or illusion of a pasture and woodland 
landscape. 
Newer gardens and reserves lack the design and horticuttural sophistication of their 
equivalent forebears. 

3. OuantHively, H is unlikely that Council will be able to obtain a signHicant number of sHes for 
new local parks, because of the cHy's completed development and the high costs of land 
acquisition. 

Given therefore, that the quantHy of land available for parks and gardens is finHe, H is 
important that existing parks and gardens be developed and maintained at a high 
standard, to be attractive as places for re-creation. 

4. Malvem Gardens, Hedgeley Dene and Central Park set standards of design, horticutture 
and general maintenance which should be applied consistently throughout the city, in 
place of Council's current three levels of maintenance policy,. 

5. Park furnHure 

Items of fumHure which are used in virtually all parks are seats, bollards, litter bins and 
signs. 

At present, Council uses four types of seat, two types of bollard, at least two types of litter 
bin and four types of sign. Generally, they are poorly designed and do not present a 
collective design theme. 

Actions 

1. Prepare landscape development plans for those parks and gardens needing 
supplementary work, re-development or development for the first time. 

Some inHial notes and ideas are given below for individual reserves. 

2. Select a suHe of park fumiture for consistent use wHhin the cHy's parks and gardens. 

Seat types needed are: 

a light weight moveable bench for use on lawns. 
a fixed seat of fine and elegant proportions for use in highly developed and maintained 
gardens. 
a fixed seat of fine and robust proportions for general use in parks. 

• a fixed, robust bench which may be used from two sides. 

Makers of recommended designs are: 

• Town and Park FurnHure 
PO Box 194, Manly, NSW 2095 

• Emerdyn Ply Ltd 
24 Wiggs Road, Riverwood NSW 2210 

3. Commission a graphic designer to prepare design standards for all municipal signs, 
covering: 
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Council logo to be used on all signs 
sizes of signs 
formats for various sign types 

• typefaces and point sizes 
colour scheme 

4. Review methods of design and maintenance of new park works in order to generally 
achieve the standards demonstrated in Malvern Gardens, Hedgeley Dene and Central 
Parle 

Some issues to be considered are: 

• Development of Council's muHi-disciplinary approach to design and implementation of 
parks and gardens works in order to assure the convergence of design, horticultural 
and construction standards. 
Continuing development of Council staff through internal workshops, attendance at 
professional conferences and participation in muHi-disciplinary project design teams. 
Funding levels necessary to achieve improved standards. 
Employment of additional design staff within Council 
Employment of consultant designers. 
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7.0 SIGNIFICANT TREES 

Discussion 

The National Trust and the Royal Botanic Gardens have established a Register of 
Significant Trees of Victoria. 

• The following ten categories of significance apply: 

1. Any tree of outstanding aesthetic significance 

2. Any tree outstanding for its large height, trunk circumference or canopy spread 

3. Any tree that is particularly old or venerable 

4. Any tree commemorating or having associations with an important historical event 

5. Any tree significantly associated with a well known public figure or ethnic group, 
including plantings by RoyaHy and other prominent people and trees associated with 
Aboriginal activities. 

6. Any tree which occurs in a unique location or context and so provides a contribution to 
the landscape, including remnant native vegetation, important landmarks and trees 
which form part of an historic garden, park or town. 

7. Any tree of a species or variety that is rare or of very localised distribution. 

8. Any tree which is of horticuHural or genetic value and could be an important source of 
propagating stock, including specimens that are particularly resistant to disease or 
exposure. 

9. Any tree which exhibits a curious growth fonn or physical feature such as abnormal 
outgrowths, natural fusion of branches, severe lightning damage and unusually 
pruned forms. 

10. Any stand or avenue of trees conforming to one of the above criteria. 

• Registered trees may be either classified or recorded. 

• 'Classified' means those trees, avenues or stands which are essential to the heritage of 
Australia and which must be preserved. 

• 'Recorded' means those trees, avenues or stands which contribute to the heritage of 
Australia, the preservation of which is encouraged. 

Within Malvern, two trees are 'Classified' and eight are registered. 

These are: 

Classified 
Podocarpus falcatus - 'Yellow-wood' 

Malvern Gardens 

Podocarpus totaro - 'Totaro' 
Malvern Gardens 
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Registered 
Balohia lucida - 'Scrub Bloodwood' 

Malvern Gardens 

Dracaena draco - 'Dragon Tree' 
Malvern Gardens 

Ulmus parvifolia - 'Chinese Elm' 
Malvern Gardens 

Cedrus deodara - 'Deodar Cedar" 
"Lauriston" Huntingtower Road Armadale 

Ficus macrophylla - 'Moreton Bay Fig' 
"Lauriston" 

Cinnamomum camphora - 'Camphor Tree' 
"Lauriston" 

Ulmus procera - 'English Elm' 
Cnr Sorret Avenue and Glenferrie Road Malvern 

Quercus macrolepus - 'Valonia Oak' 
Stanley Street Malvern East 

Council has also established a category of 'Trees known to be very rare', and two 
speCimens are recorded: 

Quercus cerris "Austriaca" 'Austrian Turkey Oak' 
Stanley Street, Malvern East 

Quercus ceris "Aciniata" 'Cut Leaf Turkey Oak' 
Hedgeley Dene Gardens, Malvern East 

Therefore, there are currently twelve trees in Malvern which are officially recognised as 
being significant, because of their contribution to national heritage, or their rarity. 

In order to protect trees of local significance, The Ministry for Planning and Environment 
has drafted model provisions for the protection of 'Notable' trees, for inclusion in local 
planning schemes. 
Nominations for inclusion in a Register of Notable Trees may be made by individuals, local 
societies, local government and State government departments. 

Issues 

1. Trees contribute to the Urban Character of Malvern in one of three ways: 

as part of the general, mixed woodland canopy given by trees in private and public 
gardens, and in streets 
as formal avenues in streets 
as landmark specimens 

2. Individually, many trees might be totally inSignificant by the National Trust's crijeria. 
Collectively, they provide a main determinant of urban character and context. 
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3. It was impossible to carry out a detailed survey of significant or notable trees as part of this 
study. However, the following specimens were noted: 

Livistona australis - 'Cabbage Palm' 
'Nirvana' 408 Waverley Road 

Eucalyptus citriodora - 'Lemon Scented Gum' 
1. corner Burke Road and High Street 
2. Mitton Gray Reserve 

Cinnamonum camphora - 'Camphor Laurel' 
5a Beaver Street 

Phoenix canariensis - 'Canary Island Palm' 
25 Repton Road 

• Platanus orientalis - 'Oriental Plane' 
Orchard Street Gardens, free standing specimen 

Populus alba - 'White Poplar' 
Cnr Hume and William Streets 

Quercus canariensis - 'Algerian Oak' 
Outside 4 Hamitton Road 

Schinus molle - 'Peppercorn' 
9 Meryl Street, two in garden 

Ulmus procera - English Elm 
Planting in Amay Reserve, Dandenong Road 

4. The mature plantings in Malvern Gardens, Central Park and Hedgeley Dene are an 
important part of the city's arboricuttural heritage. 

5. Street tree plantings are part of the everyday scene, which we take more or less for 
granted, but which are an essential part of urban character. 
These may be defined as significant under criterion 10 of the National Trust's list. The 
survey of street trees has resulted in the identification and mapping of 104 streets with 
significant plantings. 

Actions 

1. Establish a register of notable trees for inclusion in the local planning scheme. 

2. Carry out surveys of public parks and gardens to identify notable trees. 

3. Include on the register, street tree plantings already identified as significant. 

4. Request nominations from residents, and local societies, of trees in private gardens, 
public parks and streets. 
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PRIVATE GARDENS 

Discussion 

No prtvate gardens in Malvern are included on any official registers of signnicance. 

Private gardens contrtbute to urban character in one of three ways: 

as sites for trees and shrubs which contribute to the general, mixed woodland canopy 
as part of individual streetscapes 
as sites for landmark specimen trees 

A survey of private gardens was not included in this study. 
The garden at 'Nirvana' 408 Waverley Road was noted for its original layout and planting. 

Issues 

1. We have no idea of the horticultural and heritage value of private gardens in Malvem. 

2. Private gardens make a major contribution to the urban character of the city and provide 
sites for specimen trees which also contribute to a collective woodland canopy. 

3. Changes to existing gardens, particularly as sites are redeveloped may lead unwittingly to: 

loss of gardens of horticuttural and heritage value 
loss of mature vegetation which is a significant contributor to local urban character 

Actions 

1. Establish a register of notable prtvate gardens and inv~e nominations from residents and 
local societies. 

2. Carry out a survey to identHy gardens of horticuttural and her~age value. 
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9.0 MAIN ROADS 

Discussion 

Main roads form a grid which is a sector of the larger metropolitan grid and which 
function as: 

part of the metropolitan traffic system 
local distributor roads 
residential access roads 
sites for local shopping and commercial centres 

There is an inherent conflict between their residential access function and their other 
functions. 

Their physical form is similar to that of internal residential streets, especially where roads 
do not contain tram tracks. 

Original construction is largely of asphaij with bluestone kerb and channel, though some 
road pavements contain a central, in-situ concrete section. 

Where tram tracks are present, support poles and overhead cables are another visual 
component and physical constraint. 

Reconstructed roads follow one of two models: 

asphaij road pavement, concrete kerb and channel, and concrete footpath with a 
nature strip. 

• asphaij road, concrete kerb and channel, and asphaij footpath with no nature strip. 

There are spatial constraints on the dimensions of nature strips and the locations of street 
trees, which make their value questionable. 

Effective tree planting is largely 'borrowed' from bordering private and public gardens. 

Street trees are generally small native or decorative exotic species which show poor form 
and development, while those in footpaths are often little more than obstacles. 

Issues 

1. Many roads are in poor repair, and must eventually be rebuiH to acceptable traffic 
engineering standards. This means a change of materials for kerb and channel and 
possibly for footpaths. 

2. Because of spatial constraints and species choice, most street trees are ineffective in their 
development, form and spacing, and should either be removed entirely or replaced with 
other species. 

3. Where nature strips have been installed in combination with concrete footpaths, they are 
usually too narrow to properly accommodate street trees. 
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Actions 

1. For road reconstruction, use concrete kerb and channel with aspha~ footpaths. 

2. In roads without trams: 

where nature strips are to be installed, adopt a minimum width of 1200mm. 

where garden planting is well developed do not plant trees in nature strips. 

in less trafficked roads such as Chadstone, Belgrave, Darling and Tooronga, review the 
possibility of reducing pavement widths in order to accommodate wider nature strips 
and effective tree plantings. 

3. In roads with trams: 

use full width asphalt footpaths. 

remove 'obstacle' trees. 

where trees can be effectively planted, use metal tree grilles within pavements and 
plant larger growing, deciduous species. 
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10.0 LOCAL SHOPPING CENTRES 

Discussions 

Malvern has 14 local centres located mainly at intersections of main roads or at railway 
crossings. 

Though originally established speculatively as sites for local convenience shopping, many 
of the centres have developed as sttes for offices, showrooms and service industry. 

Two shopping and commercial strips have evolved, containing commercial and light 
industrial uses. 

These are located: 

in Malvern Road between Glenferrie and Tooronga Roads. 
in Waverley Road between Dandenong and Erne Roads. 

Issues 

1. There are more local centres than are necessary for local convenience shopping. 

2. Redevelopment of sttes for showrooms and offices has produced buildings which are in 
conflict with existing centre buildings and adjoining residential areas because of: 

inappropriate site development which does not maintain existing building lines. 
excessive building bulk. 
use of materials such as reflective glass and painted concrete. 
overlooking of residential areas from the upper floors of offices. 

3. Most centres are in fairly poor physical condition which is in part an expression of their 
commercial viability, and in part a product of poor standards of street design and 
furnishing. 

Actions 

1. Review the functions of the local centres and two commercial strips for: 

their effectiveness and viabiltty for local convenience shopping. 
their capability for redevelopment to accommodate offices, service industry and light 
industry. 

2. Revise land use zoning to provide three zones with the following functions: 

local convenience shopping, wtth no office use. 
neighbourhood business, with offices as a column 4, discretionary use subject to local 
conditions. 
office and commercial use, with offices as a column 3 use subject to planning permit 
conditions. 

Prepare planning and design guidelines for redevelopment of sites, specifying 
acceptable forms and intenstties of development, including: 



maximum floor areas. 
maximum floor areas per building. 
height limits. 
relationship to street frontages. 

66. 

preferred building proportions and materials. 

4. Prepare centre improvement schemes covering: 

shop front improvements. 
reconstruction of footpaths. 
installation of improved, standardised street furniture including seats, litter bins and 
barriers. 
coordination and minimisation of regulatory signs. 
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11.0 STREET FURNITURE 

Discussion 

Council has adopted design standards for new street furniture within the Glenferrie 
Road - High Street commercial centre, as part of a strategy to improve its appearance 
and physical amenity. 

In local shopping centres, furniture is an ad hoc mix of utilitarian items including benches, 
litter bins and kerbside barriers. Such poor quality fumiture only emphasises the poor 
physical condition of most centres. 

Actions 

1. In Glenferrie Road - High Street, continue with implementation of existing designs and 
installation of street furniture. 

2. For local shopping centres, adopt a new range of good quality furniture finished in a 
standard Municipal colour scheme. Makers of recommended designs are given in 
Section 6 above. 

3. Install new furniture as part of coordinated centre improvement schemes, as 
recommended in Section 10 of this report. 
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12.0 URBAN CHARACTER TYPE ASSESSMENTS 

The following assessments of the urban character types are based on summaries of the main 
characteristics which define the character type. They are necessarily descriptive and to a 
degree, subjective. 

The assessments follow a standard format of: 

• Description 
Issues 
Actions 

The assessments are supported by individual character type maps and photographs of 
representative streetscapes, views and urban details. 

Completed survey sheets for character areas and summary sheets for character types are 
included in Appendices C and D respectively, and may be referred to for further detail if this is 
required. 



L 

74. 

Urban Character Type 1: Areas 1, 3, 8 and 40 

Description 

This character type refers to land within Gardine(s Creek Valley between the railway tine and 
freeway, and extending eastwards from Kooyong Road. 

Land uses include: 

• parkland development for active recreation with associated structures, buildings and 
vehicles access and parking areas. 

• underdeveloped land at Tooronga Park. 

the Council depot. 

• service corridor for overhead high tension power lines. 

The developed landscape character is of pasture and open woodland, given by the green 
space of playing fields with their perimeter plantings of exotic and native tree species. 

Issue 

Resolve the future of this area following "iiVentual land loss to the south eastern arterial road. 

Actions 

1. Develop proposals once the future of this area is known. 
2. Incorporate tree planting along the railway reserve. " 
3. Establish a convincing perimeter beH of trees to Gardiner Park. 
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Urban Character Type 2: Areas 2 and 4 

Description 

The combination of steeply sloping stte, large and individualistic detached houses, 
mature street trees and garden specimen trees gives the classic arcadian character of "he 
village in the forest". 

Houses are generally two storeyed though their effective heights may be equivalent to a 
usual three or four storey building, because of their generous floor to ceiling heights and 
often deeply pitched roofs. 

Single storey houses and three storey blocks of flats also occur within this character type. 

• Most houses are in very good condttion, some have recently been renovated and others 
are undergoing renovation. 

• Established garden plantings of mature specimen trees are more important than street 
trees in creating the exotic woodland canopy as the setting for buildings. 

Slope and orientation determine the extent and closure of views, which may reach to the 
Dandenongs, or just to the oppostte rising slope. 

Overhead service wires are not evident because of the masking effects of mature street 
and garden trees and enclosing topography. 

Many streets have a monoltthic concrete pavement and kerb which strongly reflects light 
and typically shows differential settlement and contraction cracking. 

Issues 

In any redevelopment, retain existing mature garden plantings because of their 
contribution to the "forest canopy', which is threatened by extensive reconstruction, 
including new tennis courts and swimming pools. 

Monoltthic concrete roads which have differential settlement in cracking, will require 
reconstruction. 

Options for materials and construction detail are: 

1 . asphaH road and concrete kerb and channel 

2. asphaH road and bluestone kerb and channel 

3. reinstatement with concrete 

If option 1 is adopted, do not use a roll over kerb. 

Actions 

1. Prepare a register of mature specimen trees in private gardens. 

2. Prepare a program for street reconstruction. 

3. Decide upon the construction detail for new roadworks. 
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Urban Character Type 3: Areas 10 and 24 

Description 

This character type has a spacious, residential character with a mixture of building styles 
ranging mainly from Italianate to Queen Anne, despite the presence of several schools 
and institutional land uses in area 10. 

Buildings are generally in very good condition and are predominantly single storey. 

Topography is apparently flat to gently sloping, which allows continuous sight lines along 
streets except where the grid is displaced or curvilinear. 

I mportant character details are: 

1. The use of asphaij and bluestone in street construction. 

2. Regular, formal plantings of deciduous street trees which provide, or have the 
potential to form continuous canopies. 

3. The unique verge design in Adelaide Street, where the verge is divided into parallel 
strips by an internal bluestone lined surface drain. 

The pathside strip is grassed. 

The roadside strip has a gravel surface and serves as a parallel parking strip. 

Issues 

There are no obvious particular issues or threats. 

Actions 

Maintain existing street details and tree plantings. 
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Urban Character Type 4: Areas 6, 11, 18, 19, 26 and 33 

Description 

This character type is perhaps the most varied and urban in the city and is Malvern's 
equivalent of South Yarra, Prahran or Paddington. 

It is typified by dense development wnh many small blocks, a comprehensive mix 01 
building styles from Victorian to 1980's infill, a displaced and interrupted grid of relatively 
narrow streets further subdivided by the intersecting railway reserve, a lack of grass 
verges and few street trees. 

Building condition varies widely from very good to very poor. 

Many houses have been recently renovated and extended, or are currently being worked 
upon. 

Some former industrial buildings have been converted to residential use and some snes 
redeveloped with infill housing. 

Most buildings are single storeyed, and because of constrained sites, second storey 
extensions are an obvious answer to spatial deficiencies. 

The few mature street trees and specimen trees in parks and private gardens are 
particularly important townscape elements because of the general lack of large trees. 

The predominance of bluestone and asphaij as street materials in areas 19 and 26 adds to 
their 'village' character. 

Issues 

• Maintenance of 'traditional" bluestone and asphalt street detail. 

Lack of streettrees in areas 18 and 19. 

Restoration of houses and redevelopment of site, particularly in area 19. 

• Encouragement of diversity as an essential aspect of the urban character. 

Actions 

• Maintain existing plantings of mature trees. 

Discourage residents' plantings of narrow nature strips. 

Progressively remove existing planting of small native species such as Callistemon. 

Replant wnh Planes as a precinct species wnhin the road pavement, as in Valentine 
Grove. 

In narrow streets, plant one side only opposne overhead power lines. 

Prepare a survey of mature trees in private gardens, 

ego Peppercorns at 9 Meryl Street and Elms at 10 Valentine Grove. 

Prepare for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 5: Area 7 

Description 

• The overlay of a displaced and interrupted street grid upon a sloping topography give a 
complex internal system of streets and lanes. 

Building styles are predominantly single storey Italianate, Edwardian and California 
Bungalow Style, with a recent complement of one and two storeyed individualistic and 
Post Modern houses on elevated, internal sites. Other houses have been renovated and 
extended. 

Mature plantings of Plane, Pin Oak and Ash are important streetscape elements, 
reinforcing the Simple, parallel symmetry of footpath, grass verge, kerb and road 
pavement. 

The asymmetrical traffic engineering works in Elizabeth Street conflict with the original 
bi-Iateral symmetry of the tradiUonal street form. 

Overhead wires are visually dominant in Elizabeth Street, because of the immaturity of the 
street tree planting, and in other streets planted with low growing Prunus. 

Issues 

1. Extension of the ''Toorak" syndrome of new, large two storey individualistic houses into 
an area of mainly CalHomia Bungalow Style, or ea~ier, single storey houses. 

2. Change of street form and detail, as in Elizabeth Street. 

3. Introduction of new street tree species including Robinia, Koelreutaria, Gleditsia, Melia 
and Cercis. 

Actions 

1. Maintain existing mature street tree plantings such as Plane and Ash. 

2. Retain traditional street detail. 

3. Restore the parallel alignment of Elizabeth Street using roundabouts, parallel parking 
bays and kerb extensions as traffic control devices. 

4. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 6: Areas 12 and 15 

Description 

The topography falls gently from Glenferne Road towards the north east. The 
combination of large sites with mainly single storey detached houses gives a relaxed and 
spacious character. 

Building styles are mainly Queen Anne and large, atypical California Bungalow Style, but a 
number of sites in Haverbrack Avenue have been redeveloped with two storeyed Post 
Modem houses, attering the previous uniformity of building style, materials and form. 

Building condition is generally very good. 

Mature deciduous street trees, garden specimen trees and traditional street detailing with 
asphatt path, grass verge, bluestone kerb and channel and asphatt roadway complement 
the buitt form and disguise the presence of the overhead services. 

Issues 

Redevelopment of large sites with large, two storeyed individualistic and Post Modem 
houses, are dramatically changing the built form and hence urban character. 

Actions 

1. Maintain existing street detail and tree plantings. 

2. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 7: Area 13 

Description 

This is a small and unique area consisting of a single, gently sloping cul-de-sac. 

• It contains the sole Gothic Revival style house in Malvem and a 'significant' Elm tree. 

• The buitt form is dominated by a sequence of two storeyed Italianate villas which line the 
south side of the street. 

Traditional street form, detail and parallel rows of large plane trees give a classic 
streetscape. 

Issues 

While the north side of the street has been largely redeveloped during the past twenty five· 
years, the street character is given by its cul-de-sac form, its mature and massive plane trees, 
the continuous row of two storey Italianate villas along its south side, and the street entrance 
defined by the Gothic villa and vast Elm tree. 

All of these components combine to make a beautiful and unique street. 

Actions 

1. Designate as an area for special protection. 

2. Maintain existing street details and tree planting. 
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Urban Character Type 8: Areas 21,31 and 35 

Description 

• 

• 

The topography is apparently flat to gently sloping wHh a simple rectilinear street pattern, 
except for the offset of Valetta Street. 

The area is densely developed mainly wHh single storey detached houses, a few 
Edwardian semi-detached, and flats and untts from the 1950's to 70's. 

House styles range from Victorian to Edwardian. 

Building condition is fair to good . 

Streets are of average to narrow width and eHher lack or have narrow grass verges. 

Street trees are a mixture of small native and exotic species which lack the innate potential 
to ever be more than obstacles in the footpath. 

Street materials are tradttional asphaH and bluestone wtth partial replacement by concrete 
footpaths and kerbs. 

Overhead services are evident because of the lack of a tree canopy. 

Issues 

This character type is densely buiH wtth relatively narrow streets. 

The area suffers from a lack of street trees and from "obstacle" plantings of several native 
species in narrow footpaths. 0 

Actions 

1. Remove existing footpath tree plantings. 

2. Plant deciduous trees wtthin the roadway, in single or double rows as space permtts. 
See Bailey Avenue and Valentine Grove for examples. 

3. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 9: Areas 22, 27 and 30 

Description 

Topography is flat with a rectilinear street pattem. 

• Development is dense with small blocks and narrow streets without grass verges. 

Street materials are mainly asphatt and bluestone with some replacement concrete kerbs. 

Buildings are generally detached with some Edwardian semi-detached in Area 22, and are 
mainly of timber construction in poor condition. 

Styles are mainly Victorian, Italianate and Edwardian, with a few Early Modem houses and 
flats from the 1950s onwards. 

• Street trees consist of pavement plantings of small, decorative native and exotic species. 

• Overhead power lines are very evident because of the dense, single storey buitt form and 
the lack of large street or garden trees. 

Issues 

This character type includes the poorest condition of buildings and the bleakest streetscape 
in central Malvem. 

Many houses are in need of restoration and repair. 

Streets seem to be poorly maintained, lack grass verges, and footpaths are planted with small 
tree species. 

Actions 

1. Carry out street maintenance, retaining traditional details and materials. 

2. Plant single rows of deciduous trees within the roadwilY, as in Bailey Avenue. 

3. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 10: Areas 16 and 48 

Description 

• This character type is established by a predominance of single storey Edwardian. timber 
houses together with a few Californian Bungalow Style. Some new houses have been 
buiij in Area 16. 

The topography is gently sloping with a gridpattem of average width streets with parallel 
grass verges and mature street trees. 

Viva Street contains a fortuitous combination of large Plane trees and small Flowering 
Cherries giving aijernating large and small tree forms which is particularly effective when 
the Cherries are in flower. 

Street materials are asphaij and bluestone with concrete replacement footpaths and 
vehicle crossings. 

• Overhead wires are not evident because of the street tree canopies. 

Issues 

This character type has a homogeneous bum form and established streetscape. 

Houses are modest. though many have been renovated and some swimming pools bum 
especially in area 16. 

The tasks are to maintain the architectural character of the buiij form and the street detail. 

Actions 

1. Maintain existing streetscapes with their traditional detail and large. deciduous trees. 

2. Prepare guidelines for building restoration extenSion and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 11: Areas 17, 36,44, 50 53 and 65 

Description 

• The topography varies, north to south, from gentle slopes tei flat. 

• A fairly dense development is given by a grid of streets of average to narrow width and a 
subdivision of average to small blocks. 

• 

• 

• 

Houses are mainly single storey detached with some semi·detached in areas 17, 36 and 
53. 

Construction is mainly timber, with some brick, particularly to main streets bordering 
character areas. 

Building styles range from Victorian to Spanish Mission with Edwardian predominant. 
Some sites were redeveloped with flats during the 1950's and 60's and more recently with 
new houses. 

Building condition is only fair to poor, but individual buildings and pockets of character 
areas have been recently renovated, indicating a trend of building restoration. 

Street materials are a mix of original asphaH and bluestone with concrete replacement of 
footpaths and kerb and channel. 

Street trees vary from established Plane trees to ineffectual Callistemon and Prunus, with 
new plantings of Koelreutaria. 

Because of the lack of topographic fall and poor street drainage, Council has 
experimented in Ewart and Victoria Streets, with different cross sectional configurations 
and details. The resuHant effects upon urban character are extreme, largely because of 
changed kerb and channel detail, curvilinear alignments and the lack of mature street 
trees. 

• Generally, overhead wires vary from being inevident to dominant in the streetscape­
again because of the lack of street trees of significant stature and canopy. 

Issues 

This is an extensive character type with a fairly wide range of building periods. 

It is unified by the predominance of timber houses, traditional street detailing, and a lack of 
grass verges and large street trees. 

Council's replacement of bluestone kerbs and channels with conCrete, its experimental 
alignments, parking bays and recent removal and pollarding of existing, plane trees, have has 
a profound detrimental effect on urban character. 

Actions 

1. In street reconstruction -

• do not use curvilinear alignments 

• do not use roll-over kerbs 



• 

• 

105. 

do not use interlocking masonry pavers for standing areas within grass verges 

where streets are wide enough, use kerb extensions to define parallel parking bays 
and provide planting areas for large trees. 

2. Street trees -

• 

• 

• 

thin and shape the canopies of existing plane trees instead of pollarding - see Emo 
Road for recently pollarded trees. 

remove small undeveloped native trees such as the Melaleucas and Tristanias in 
Deakin Street 

plant shade trees within roadways, as in Bailey Avenue and Valentine Grove. 

3. BuiRform-

• prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 12: Areas 25 and 64 

Description 

The topography is gently sloping, with steeper slopes in area 64, illustrated by the 
upward, east-west arc of Manning Road between Darling and Burke Roads. 

• Parallel, north-south streets contains a subdivision of average size residential blocks. 

House styles are mainly single storey Edwardian and California Bungalow Style, with some 
pioneer Victorian and later Spanish Mission. Some 2 storey flats were buiH in area 25 and 
some houses in area 64, during the 1950s and 60s. 

• Building materials cover the full range of timber brick and render, while building condition 
is generally fair. 

• 

• 

Street materials are mainly asphaH and bluestone with some replacement concrete 
footpaths. 

Most streets have parallel grass verges with avenue tree plantings of various species and 
stages of development. 

The combination of speed control deviations, paved parking bays and juvenile street 
trees have profoundly changed the character of Manning Road. 

Overhead wires are generally evident because of the. use of small stature street trees and 
the current tree replacement program. 

Issues 

The extremes of streetscape are given by Dixon Street with its maturing Ashes and wide 
grass verges, and Tennyson Street which lacks both trees and verges. Otherwise their buiH 
form and street detail are Similar. 
The intermediate streetscape with narrow verges and insignificant trees occurs in Horace 
Street. Manning Road has an established avenue of Plane trees, but some have been 
removed quite recently and replaced with Jacarandas. Dixon Street is the obvious model to 
follow for desirable streetscapes. 

Actions 

1. In overly wide streets such as Harace and Jordan, adopt one of the following options: 
, 

reconstruct kerb lines with extended grass verges 

form kerb extensions as tree planting areas defining parallel parking bays 

• plant trees directly in the roadway. 

2. Maintain traditional street details. 

3. Restore the Plane tree avenue in Manning Road, 

4. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 13: Area 34 

Description 

The topography is apparently flat or gently sloping and carries a grid of narrow streets. 

The area character is determined by the density of development and consistency of 
architectural style and materials. 

Block sizes vary from average to small and are densely developed wHh single storey 
detached and semi-detached houses built close to side boundaries and often with only a 
3 metre setback from street frontages. 

• The predominant architectural styles are Edwardian and Queen Anne, with some earlier 
Italianate houses. 

Materials are mainly brick wtth terracotta tile roofs and building condition is generally very 
good. 

Street materials are principally asphalt and bluestone with concrete replacement some of 
footpaths, kerbs or kerbs and channels. 

Except in Claremont Avenue, grass verges are less than a metre wide and street trees are 
ineffectual decorative species. However, the alternation of Tristania and Melia in 
Claremont Avenue is magnHicent in winter. 

Overhead wires are generally evident because of the form of street tree planting. 

Issues 

Many houses within this type have been recently renovated reinforcing Its architectural 
consistency. 
The single, obvious deficiency is a lack of effective street trees, probably because of 
relatively narrow streets and grass verges. 

Where trees occur, they are typically ineffectual Callistemon, Prunus and Tristaina except in 
Claremont Avenue which has a particularly fortuHous planting of alternating Tristanias and 
Melias. 

Actions 

1. Remove existing, small street trees. 

2. Plant wHh larges species, perhaps in single rows, within the roadway as in Bailey Avenue. 

3. Maintain traditional street details. 

4. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair, though work so far is 
consistent with and generally appropriate to the existing built form. 
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Urban Character Type 14: Areas 38, 41, 45 and 47 

Description 

This character refers to areas wtth a predominance of two or three storey flats, and/or 
single storey residential units. 

Area 38 consists almost solely of 1960's 3 storey flat blocks lining both sides of Edgar 
Street north. 

Area 41 contains 1930's or 40's, two storey flat buildings disguised as detached, 'English' 
style houses, and which are in very poor condition. 

Area 45 is the most extensive. 
Some of the original single storey Edwardian timber houses remain on their average to 
large blocks, and building condttion is generally fair wtth some 1960s flats recently 
renovated. 
Topography is flat to gently sloping wtth a partially interrupted street grid. 
Streets are of average width to wide, wtth parallel grass verges and parallel plantings of 
native trees including E.leucoxylon, E.cladocaly, Tristania and Melia. 
Street materials are a mix of tradttional asphaH and bluestone wtth replacement concrete 
for footpaths and kerb and channel. 
Overhead wires are evident where not concealed by tree canopies, as in Edgar Street. 

• Area 47 is a small section 1960's, three storey flats wtth frontages to Burke Road, south of 
. the intersection with Malvern Road. 

Issues 

1. Buildings in area 41 are in very poor condttion and sttes are overgrown and unmaintained. 
Improvements are required, etther by renovation of existing buildings or by 
redevelopment of sttes. 

2. In area 45, there is a heterogeneous mix of 1960's flats, 1970's strata tttle untts and 
remnant Edwardian timber houses. 
The only unHying elements in the streetscape are the mature Eucalypts. 
Osborne Avenue and Nash Street are two of a few streets in Malvern which have large 
native street trees. 
These are sufficiently large to compete in scale wtth adjacent three storey buildings, and 
their bark and foliage sparkle in the winter sun when other trees are leafless and dormant. 
They give a uniquely Australian character to the street scene, desptte their past mutilation 
through excessive pollarding. 

Actions 

1. In area 45, retain and restore existing trees and replant wtth similar Eucalypt species, as 
the theme planting of the area. 

2. Prepare design guidelines for further muHi-unit redevelopment of sites. 
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Urban Character Type 15: Areas 46 and 49 

Description 

The topography is gently sloping, with an interrupted street grid. 

Buildings styles are predominantly single storey Edwardian and Califomia Bungalow but 
include Early Modern and recent houses together with 1950s and 60s flats, while building 
condition is good to very good. 

Street widths are average to wide and parallel verges are typically planted with street trees 
including Plane, Pin Oak, Ash, Melia, Tristania, Melaleuca and Callistemon. 

Street materials are bluestone kerb and channel with asphatt roads and asphatt or 
concrete paths and crossovers. 

Overhead wires are inevident in streets with mature, spreading trees. 

Issues 

This character type represents a well established and maintained area with traditional street 
detail and some mature, deciduous street tree avenues. 

Some sites have been redeveloped recently but the general homogeneity of the buitt form 
remains. 

Actions 

1. Maintain existing avenues of deciduous street trees. 

2. Remove plantings of Melaleuca, Tristania and Callistamon where these have not achieved 
appropriate size, and replace with larger deciduous species. 

3. Maintain traditional street detail. 

4. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 16: Areas 51 

Description 

This single area character type is quintessential Malvem in its combination of apparently 
flat topography. rectilinear street grid, predominantly single storey Queen Anne houses 
and avenues of mature street trees. 

Building styles are more varied than the area character suggests, and include Italianate, 
California Bungalow, English Colonial, Spanish Mission and Early Modem besides newer 
houses from the t 950s through to the 80s. 

Building condition is generally very good. 

Street materials are typically aspha~ and bluestone though many footpaths and 
crossovers have been rebuilt in concrete. 

Avenues of mature street trees are particularly important in the perspective of the street 
and in concealing overhead wires. 

Beaver Street illustrates the magnificence of scale and winter colour which may be 
obtained with plantings of Eucalypts. 

Issues 

The combination of a regular street grid, a predominance of single storey, brick Queen Anne 
houses, traditional street detail, and mature avenues of deciduous street trees, gives a 
particularly strong identity to this character type. 

However, there is a variety of house styles including Italianate, California Bungalow style, 
Spanish Mission and Early Modern. 

Planes are the main street trees supplemented by Oaks, Ash and Elms. 

Beaver Street is exceptional with its mature Eucalypts which, though mis-shaped by 
pollarding, give a distinctly Australian character to the street and add a winter liveliness to the 
area. 

Actions 

t. Designate as an area for special protection. 

2. Maintain existing street detail and tree planting. 

3. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 17: Areas 56, 58 and 73 

Description 

Topography is undulating wijh slopes ranging from gentle to steep. 

Street patterns are affected by the diagonal alignment of Malvern road, producing 
displaced and interrupted grids. 

Single storey CalHomia Bungalow Style predominates, wijh a few Victorian, English 
Colonial Spanish Mission and Early Modern Style houses for variety. There is a few 1950s 
and 60s flats in area 56 and some houses in area 73. 

Building condition is generally very good. 

Street materials are bluestone and asphaH or replacement concrete footpaths in areas 56 
and 58, while area 73 has concrete paths and some monolithic concrete street 
pavements. 

• Generous parallel verges and mature, spreading street trees conceal overhead wires and 
complete the street scene. 

Issues 

This character type is determined by a consistent combination of single storey houses lining 
streets wijh parallel avenues of mature trees which include Planes, Liquidambers and 
Eucalypts. 

Newer plantings of Prunus, Tristania and Melaleuca occur in a minorny of streets. 

Actions 

1. Progressively remove Tristanias and Melaleucas where,these have not attained an 
appropriate size. 

Replace with larger deciduous species and Eucalypts, to extend existing plantings. 

2. Maintain traditional street details. 

3. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 18: Areas 54, 60, 61, 62 and 63 

Description 

Topography is gently sloping or undulating, with a Simple grid or displaced grid street 
pattem, except in area 54 where the street pattern is infilling between the Railway line and 
Gardiner's Creek. 

• Single storey California Bungalow is the main building style with a mix of Queen Anne, 
Edwardian and Early Modem, especially in area 54. 1960s and 60s houses occur in areas 
54, 60 and 62, while area 60 has a couple of new houses. 

Building condition is generally average. 

Street materials are typically bluestone and aspha~ with some replacement concrete paths 
plus kerb and channel in area 54. 

Parallel grass verges are planted with trees ranging in size from Prunus to Sugar Gum. 
The latter produce the grand effect already noted in Beaver Street. 

• Overhead wires are inevident in streets with larger, mature trees,.The exotic and ornamental 
planting of Hedgely Dene adds to the skyline and apparent tree canopy of areas 60 and 61. 

Issues 

This character type offers further variations on the theme of single storey brick or timber 
houses, traditional street materials and mature trees. 

The mature Eucalypts in Grant Street, Glenbrook Avenue and King Street are impressive, and 
in combination with the bluestone street detail give a 'country town' character. 

Knox Street has a unique planting of a single row of Oaks set behind a continuous post and rail 
fence. 

Other streets have mature deciduous plantings of Planes, Oaks and Liquidamber and more 
recent plantings of 'decorative' species such as Tristania, Lilly Pilly, Melaleuca, Melia and 
Prunus. 

Lloyd Street has been recently planted with variegated Tristanias. 

In area 54 most houses appear to have been renovated, while in areas 60 to 63 building 
condition varies considerably with some CalHornia Bungalow Style houses in poor condition. 

Block sizes are typical to large. 

The combination of generous block size, building condition and street character must become 
increasingly attractive for redevelopment of sites or renovation of houses, inevitably affecting 
urban character. 

Similarly, replacement of large street trees with smaller decorative species will eventually affect 
a fundamental change. 
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Actions 

1. Maintain existing street detail and street tree plantings. 

2. Do not plant small, decorative or variegated species 

3. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, ex1ension and repair.· 
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Urban Character Type 19: Areas 42, 43, 68, 69, 70 and 74 

Description 

• 

• 

This character type is largely determined by modest single storey Camomia Bungalow 
Style houses in either brick or timber construction, atthough Edwardian, Spanish Mission 
and Early Modern also occur in some character areas, as do houses and units from the 
1950s and later. 

Building condition is generally fair. 

Topography is flat to gently sloping while the street grid may be displaced and contain 
cul-de-sacs. 

Street materials may be asphalt or concrete. The detrimental effects of recent 
reconstruction and traffic engineering design upon street character, is shown in Karma 
Avenue. 

Street trees range from large deciduous to small native species and overhead wires are 
correspondingly evident or inevident in the street scene. 

Issues 

This character type includes areas in which buildings will be increasingly renovated and 
extended as the front of housing renewal moves eastwards. 

The urban character is given the combination of single storey terracotta tile roofed houses 
lining streets with mature deciduous trees such as Ash, Plane or Liquidamber. 

Gradually, this character is being eroded by replacement of mature large trees with smaller 
species such as Melaleuca, Prunus and Tristania, by recent plantings of Gleditsia, and 
by reconstruction and realignment of kerblines for traffic management. 

Actions 

1. Maintain traditional street detail and existing mature deciduous trees where these remain. 

2. Do not use asymmetrical or curvilinear kerb alignments for traffic control. 

3. Do not plant trees with a pyramidal form, such as Pin Oaks, under power lines. 

4. Restore existing avenues of Planes. 

5. Remove existing plantings of small, decorative and native species, and replant with large 
deciduous species. 

6. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 20: Areas 75 and 76 

Description 

• Villers and Brettoneaux Squares are distinguished from their surroundings by their street 
form. The perimeter street containing a wide median gives a rectangular internal space 
and an unusually urbane character to an otherwise typical CalHomia Bungalow Style 
subdivision. 

The presence of mature trees in both the central median and perimeter verge of 
Brettoneaux Square lends a great dignity to the place. 

The place names are signHicant as a memorial to Australian soldiers who fought in France, 
at Villers Brettoneaux, during the First World War. 

Issues 

Villers and Brettoneaux Squares are signHicant historically, and because of their street form 
which is unique in Malvern. 

Single storey CalHomia Bungalow Style houses are set around a central rectangular reserve 
creating an urban space rather than a linear street. 

Bettoneaux Square has a central planting of evergreen Silky Oaks wHh a perimeter of 
deciduous Liquidambers. 

Villers Square has depleted tree planting wHh only an incolllliete central avenue of 
Liquidambers. 

In both squares, perimeter gutters were reconstructed in concrete, perhaps during the 
1950's or 60's. 

Most houses appear to be in original condHion though one in Villers Square has been 
successfully extended wHh an attic storey. 

In Brettoneaux Square, a new 'Victorian' style timber picket fence is a messenger of things 
to come. 

Actions 

1. Designate as an area for special protection. 

2. Restore tradHional street detail. 

3. In Villers Square, restore the central median planting and replant the perimeter verge wHh 
Silky Oaks, thus reversing the planting design of Brettoneaux Square. 

4. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extenSion and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 21: Areas 39, 77, 80, 82, 83, 92, 94 and 95 

Description 

• Apart from area 39 which is a seH contained enclave, this character type is lransitional 
between character types with predominantly CalHornia Bungalow Style or Cream Brick 
Veneer building styles. 

• Buildings are single storeyed of mixed styles, varying from Edwardian to 1950s and 60s. 
Materials are also mixed and may be limber, brick or render or any combination. 

• Building condition ranges from good to poor, with fair as the majority. 

• Street trees include mature single species plantings of exotics and more recent mixed 
plantings of native species. 

• Overhead wires are inevident where there are mature exotic street trees. 

Issues 

While transitional in architectural style, the character type is again a product of single storey 
houses with terracolla tile roofs lining streets with grass verges and mature avenues of Plane, 
Pin Oak and liquidamber. 

Paul Street has an unusually fine avenue of Norfolk Island Hibiscus, and Alleyene Avenue 
has unusually large Tristanias. 

Other streets are either treeless or have tamer plantings of Prunus, Melaleuca and 
Peppermint Gums. 

Some streets are in poor condition, such as Webster and Carrum. 

Many houses are in original form but poor condition. 

New picket fences indicate renovation of houses. 

Actions 

1. Maintain mature deciduous street trees. 

2. Remove ineffective plantings of small decorative and native trees, and replace with new 
plantings of large deciduous or Eucalypt species. 

3. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extenSion and repair. 
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Urban Character Type 22: Areas 78, 81, 85, 87, 89 and 90 

Description 

This character type refers to the last developed residential areas of Malvern. 
The building style is almost uniformly the architecturally despised but once pre-eminent 
single storey, detached, cream brick, terra-cotta tile roofed villa. 

Area 78, which includes the Riatto, shows how buildings of this era may achieve an 
arcadian image when fortuitously sited around parkland. 

Variations within the character type are: 

a scatter of timber houses, particularly in area 90 

• two storey houses along the Boulevard, sited to take advantage of the panorama 
across Gardiner's Creek Valley 

Decorative architectural features include contrasting brick and tile work, and wrought steel 
gates, balustrades and screens. 

• Street tree planting is not as consistent nor as dominant as in other character types. 
Prunus is the most extensive species supplemented by and intermixed with Liquidamber, 
Silky Oak, Melaleuca, Melia, Tristania, Pin Oaks, Lilly Pilly and Eucalypts. 

Generally, streetscapes lack a tree canopy and are visually dominated by overhead 
services and the diminishing perspective given by concrete footpaths, kerbs and road 
markings. However, Carmello Avenue has a singularly fine planting of Melaleucas which 
virtually conceal all buildings and cast dense shadow patterns on the street. 

Issues 

1. Generally, street tree planting is not up to the standard of the remainder of the city, either 
in consistency of form. 

2. The building stock is of an age where many houses require renovation, particularly in 
character area 90. 

3. Potentially, sites will be re-developed, as is demonstrated by the recent houses in Argyle 
Street and Green Gables Avenue, and flats in Waverly Road. 

4. Original low brick or Castle maine Slate garden walls are being replaced with and 
supplemented by taller timber and brick fences. 

5. The Riatto is unique in its fortuitous combination of buitt form and parkland. 

Actions 

1. Carry out a comprehensive street tree planting programme to establish regular avenues of 
well canopied shade trees. 

2. Establish tree planting along the northern boundary of Ivanhoe Grove to screen the view 
of the SEC high tension transformer station and expressway. 

3. Prepare guidelines for building restoration, extension and repair. 

4. Set up an advisory program for house improvement and renovation. 
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Urban Character Type 23: 

Description 

This character type includes Malvern's parks and gardens located south of the Glen Waverley 
Railway Line. 

These are: 

Ardrie Park 
Argyll Street Reserve 
Bailey Avenue Reserve 
Central Park 
Hedgeley Dene Gardens 
Inverness Avenue Reserve 
Kooyong Gardens 
Malvern Public Gardens 
Milton Gray Reserve 
Penpraze Park 
Sir Robert Menzies Reserve 
Sydare Reserve 
Treyvaud Memorial Park 
Union Street Reserve - Orchard Street Gardens 
Urban Forest 
Viva - Wilson Streets Reserve 
Waverley Oval 
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ARDRIE PARK 

Description 

Ardrie Park is another contained and secret place, similar in form to Mmon Gray Reserve, 
but larger and much more sophisticated in "s design. 

A straight path, bordered by flower beds wtth Agapanthus, Canna lillies, Bonfire Salvia 
and Hydrangea, leads from Waverley Road across Ardrie Road, into the park proper. 

The park is rectangular in plan, subdivided into three zones from north to south-

1. A municipal garden w"h lawns, gravel paths, border flower beds and perimeter 
plantings of trees and shrubs. This zone, also contains a gardener's house and 
service area. 

2. A middle zone containing four tennis courts, two pavilions and a childrens play area. 

3. A large, open green space bordered w"h trees and shrubs and skirted along its 
eastern edge by a gravel path w"hin a magnificent, sinuous sweep of doubled Elms 
which lead into the park from Howard Street. 

The entrances to the park from the north and south therefore present opposed 
landscape images. One approach is through a pretty, colourful, linear flower garden. 
The other along a stunningly simple park drive. 

Issues 

1. The flower beds between Waverley Road and Ardrie Road are inadequately planted and 
maintained, in comparison w"h beds in the park proper. 

2. The gardener's house is in need of major maintenance, and is possibly an anachronism. 

3. The service area seems unnecessarily large for tts function. 

4. Tennis courts are divided between two church clubs, and two courts are in very poor 
repair. 

5. An obsolete and ugly tOilet block stands prominently between the tennis court club 
houses. 

6. A narrow track has been worn north-south, across the middle of the southern green 
space. 

Actions 

1. Review the planting and maintenance of the flower beds between Waverfey and Ardrie 
Roads. 

2. Assess the gardener's house for "s retention or removal. If" is to be kept, carry out 
necessary repairs and renovation. 

3. Review the operation of the service area and need for private space around the 
gardener's house. 
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4. Concentrate facilities in the Uniting Church clubhouse and demolish the other. Repair 
the courts and ensure that they are property maintained. 

5. Demolish the existing toilet block. Build a new block to the north of the existing privet 
hedge, within the existing service area. 

6. Break up the worn track across the green space and re-establish the grass surtace. 

7. Note the Elm avenue as a significant planting. 

8. Maintain the form and integrity of the green space - avenue design. 
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ARGYLL STREET RESERVE 

Description 

This pocket park, immediately oppos~e Ambrose Street, is an enigma in that ns crude fonn 
belies its purpose of engaging children in play. 

A pipe rail and chain mesh fence, old play equipment, rough mown grass surface and 
inadequate planting add up to a sorry and uninviting place. 

Issues 

1. Comparison with Bailey and Inverness Avenue Reserves shows the disparny in design 
construction and maintenance that exists wnhin parks of similar types but dnlerent 
locations. 

Actions 

1. Review the use 01 the reserve. 

2. II a demand for a pocket park at this location is demonstrated, prepare a design for ns 
reconstruction to a higher standard. 
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BAILEY AVENUE RESERVE 

Description 

This is a fenced, pocket park on a corner site, intended mainly as a safe, chilciren's play 
area. 

The reserve contai ns -

a diagonal, gravel path 
centrally located play equipment 

• a pergola with shade lattice, tree ferns and concrete tile paving 
a picnic table and benches 
a separate 'observation' seat 

• perimeter planting to the west and south of mixed native and exotic species including 
Banksia, Feijoa, Pittosporum, Oleander, Cotoneaster and Silver Birch 
one Pin Oak and a Tulip Tree as specimens and potential shade trees. 

Issues 

1. The pergola seems to be functionless. 

2. Furniture is too crude. 

3. Planting is inadequate, particularly to the street edges. 

4. The Pin Oak is ailing. 

Actions 

1. Review the use of the pergola, perhaps as the location of a second picnic table and 
benches. 

2. Replace other furniture with better designed versions. 

3. Review the planting for supplementation and replacement. . 
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