KEEPING OF POULTRY

Criteria for the Keeping of Poultry

What are the conditions that I need to comply with to get a permit?

The Stonnington Local Law prohibits the keeping of poultry on any premises within the municipal district unless Council has granted a Local Law permit.  The keeping of poultry (domestic fowl) brings with it a degree of responsibility which the owner should understand before making application to Council for a permit.

Due to potential negative impacts on the local community that the keeping of these birds may present (noise, odour, vermin, foxes), Council has prepared a set of criteria which are designed to ensure that the birds are kept in a safe and humane manner and at the same time, eliminate or at least limit the impact on the amenity of the local community to an acceptable standard.  These criteria do not apply for the keeping of poultry for a period of 14 days or less per year.

In consideration of the welfare of the birds and to address potential negative impacts on the neighbourhood, the owner is to provide appropriate housing (which is to comply with the criteria set out below and is referred to as a coop) for the birds where they can be kept between sunset and sunrise or when the birds are left unattended.

Generally, approval of applications will be dependent on the capacity of the land to accommodate these birds and the preparedness of the owner to accept the responsibility for their proper care.  Upon the receipt of an application by Council which states that these criteria can be achieved, an Animal Management Officer will arrange for an on-site visit to inspect and discuss the details of the application.

Permits will not be issued for the keeping of Roosters.

What are Council’s Responsibilities?

In deciding whether to grant a permit for the keeping of poultry, Council must take into account the following:

(a) the maintenance of the existing amenity of the area,

(b) the number of birds being applied for and the capacity of the property to properly accommodate them,

(c) the proximity of any adjacent habitable dwelling to the coop,

(d) likely effects on adjoining properties,

(e) recommendations made as a result of an on-site inspection by a Ranger/Authorised Officer, and

(f) any other matter relevant to the circumstances associated with the application.

What are my Responsibilities?

Prior to making an application, an owner is to consider if the following criteria can be achieved at the property where the birds are to be kept:

that

(a) the land where the birds are to be kept can be maintained in a sanitary and inoffensive condition,

(b) the land where the birds are to be kept has the capacity to protect neighbours from noise and other nuisances,

(c) all waste can be removed and/or treated as often as necessary,

(d) all waste can be stored in a fly and vermin proof receptacle until removed from the premises or otherwise disposed of,

(e) the location of the coop can be placed so as to be not less than 4 metres from any adjoining habitable building,

(f) the location of the coop can be placed so as to be not less than 1 metre from the property fence line,

(g) the land within 3 metres (other than at boundary fences) of where the birds are to be housed can be maintained free from long dry grass and weeds,

(h) land within 3 metres of the housing can be made free of any material that is capable of harbouring vermin,

(i) the coop and the ground surrounding the coop can be properly drained and discharged to sewer or stormwater system as required, and 

(j) all food and grain can be kept and maintained in vermin proof receptacles.

What Permit Conditions can I expect to have to comply with?

The conditions of any permit issued for the keeping of poultry may include but are not limited to:

(a) the period of the permit (renewable annually)

(b) the location as to where poultry are to be housed on property,

(c) the number of birds to be kept,

(d) the housing conditions where the birds are to be kept,

(e) noise/nuisance minimisation requirements,

(f) details of emergency contact numbers,

(g) payment of the prescribed fee, (if applicable) and

(h) any other conditions deemed relevant to the issue of the permit.

Are there any other issues that I need to be aware of?

Clauses 802 and 803 contain relevant information regarding conditions under which animals may be housed and the control of animal noise.  To see the requirements of the Local Law, visit the City of Stonnington Website at www.stonnington.vic.gov.au
Where can I get further advice?

City of Stonnington – Compliance & Response

           (03) 8290 1333

Your local Veterinarian

