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Wednesday 18 November, 2pm - 2.30pm
Opening address: The importance of story

In the Festival’s opening address, award-winning author Alice Pung 
considers the importance of story, and we announce the winners 

of the What’s Your Story? Writing competition.

For its ninth year, our literary festival takes on a new life, Zooming 
twenty-five of Australia’s brightest and best-selling writers into 

your lounge room to discuss their books, writing and ideas.  

From 18-22 November, we invite you to join us online for fifteen 
free or low-cost (and) live talks, conversations, discussions and 

workshops by writers – acclaimed, popular and on the rise – 
who explore this year’s theme of humanity through stories of 

hope, love, courage, grit and redemption. 

We hope you’ll feel engaged, connected and inspired.

Tickets: 
free

https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Library/Whats-On/Literary-Festival/Opening-Address-The-importance-of-story 
https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Library/Whats-On/Literary-Festival/Alice-Pung-Close-to-Home 
https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Library/Whats-On/Literary-Festival/Clementine-Ford-and-Alice-Robinson-Writing-in-lockdown 


Clementine Ford and 
Alice Robinson: Writing 
in lockdown
Wednesday 18 November 
6.30pm – 8pm
For feminist heroine Clementine Ford and 
author Alice Robinson, writing in lockdown 
has meant juggling work with the demands of 
single parenting.
They share experiences and explore the 
gender politics of family life in lockdown.

Alice Pung: Close to Home
Wednesday 18 November 
2.45pm - 3.45pm
Close to Home brings together Alice Pung’s 
most-loved writing, on topics such as migration, 
family, art, belonging and identity. Alice examines 
who we are, where we’ve come from and the shape 
of things to come.  

Tickets: 
free

Tickets: 
$7
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Heather Morris: Stories of Hope 
and the art of listening
Thursday 19 November, 6.30pm – 8pm
Internationally best-selling author Heather Morris 
will discuss her first foray into non-fiction, Stories of 
Hope, and the art of listening – a skill she employed 
when she first met Lale Sokolov, the Tattooist at 
Auschwitz. It was her ability to listen that led Lale to 
entrust Heather with his story, which she then told 
as the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz. With Claire 
Halliday. 

Tobias McCorkell: Everything 
in its right place
Thursday 19 November, 2pm – 3pm
Tobias McCorkell discusses his first novel, 
Everything in its Right Place.
Set in Melbourne, this coming-of-age story tackles 
themes of class, love and sexuality with humour, truth 
and grit. It is a story of the legacies and dilemmas that 
families bring and of how we all must find our own way.

Loose Units: from pen to podcast
Thursday 19 November, 11am – 12pm
Paul F. Verhoeven discusses Loose Units, the book 
series and podcast. With Karina Kilmore. 
Part father-son story, part true crime, Loose Units 
is a race through the underbelly of policing as ex-cop 
John Verhoeven tells his son Paul about the crimes and 
characters in Sydney during the corrupt 1980s. Now, 
Loose Units is one of the top true crime podcasts in 
the country and Electric Blue, the second book in the 
Loose Units series, is another high-octane adventure 
in policing, integrity and family.

Tickets: 
free

Tickets: 
free

Tickets: 
$7
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https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Library/Whats-On/Literary-Festival/Loose-Units-from-pen-to-podcast 
https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Library/Whats-On/Literary-Festival/Tobias-McCorkell-Everything-In-Its-Right-Place 
https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Library/Whats-On/Literary-Festival/Heather-Morris-Stories-of-hope-and-the-art-of-listening 


Bri Lee: On Beauty
Friday 20 November, 6.30pm – 8pm
In Beauty, Bri Lee explores our obsession with 
thinness and asks how an intrinsically unattainable 
standard of physical ‘perfection’ has become so 
crucial to so many. What happens if you try to reach 
that impossible goal? Bri did try, and Beauty is what 
she learned from that battle: a gripping and intelligent 
rejection of an ideal that diminishes us all. With 
Nkechi Anele.

Rosalie Ham: The Dressmaker’s 
Secret
Friday 20 November, 2pm – 3pm
Rosalie Ham discusses her new novel The Dressmaker’s 
Secret, and her return to the world and characters of 
her best-selling debut novel The Dressmaker. With 
Bruno Lettieri. 
It is 1953 and Melbourne society is looking forward to 
coronation season. Tilly Dunnage is working for a pittance 
in a second-rate Collins Street salon and the inhabitants 
of Dunnage are still out for revenge (or at least someone 
to foot the bill for the new high street). When Tilly’s name 
starts to feature in the fashion pages, the jig is up and so 
too her hopes of keeping her secrets hidden.

Sofie Laguna: Infinite Splendours
Friday 20 November, 11am – 12pm
In Infinite Splendours, award-winning author Sofie 
Laguna explores the legacy of trauma and the search 
for meaning and redemption. With Karen Viggers.
Lawrence Loman is a bright, caring, curious boy 
with a gift for painting. He lives at home with his 
mother and younger brother, and the future is full of 
promise. But when he is ten, an experience of betrayal 
takes it all away, and Lawrence is left to deal with the 
devastating aftermath.

Tickets: 
$7

Tickets: 
$7

Tickets: 
$7
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Alice Bishop: A constant hum and 
the aftermath of Black Saturday
Saturday 21 November, 6pm – 7.30pm
A Constant Hum grapples with the aftermath of 
bushfire with an eye for the telling detail. 
Alice Bishop discusses her collection of stories in the 
context of place, people and climate, and explores the 
questions: can climate disasters be prevented and how 
do we keep going? With Anna Krien.

Jeff Apter and Stuart Coupe: 
Writing about musicians 
Saturday 21 November, 3pm – 4.30pm
Jeff Apter and Stuart Coupe have been writing about 
music and musicians for decades, and have been 
instrumental in chronicling the life stories of some 
of Australia’s finest musicians.
They discuss their latest music biographies, and the 
little-known facts and stories that surprised them in 
their decades long careers. With Claire Halliday.

Workshop: How to turn your good 
idea into a powerful story
Saturday 21 November, 10am – 2pm
Discover how to turn your good idea into a powerful 
story with award-winning journalist, essayist, fiction 
writer and poet, Anna Krien.
You’ll be guided on the craft of writing including 
story development and identifying a compelling angle, 
research and interview techniques, and will emerge 
from this workshop with the tools to tell your own 
true story.

Tickets: 
$12

Tickets: 
free

Tickets: 
$7
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Tyson Yunkaporta and Thomas 
Mayor: Indigenous knowledges and 
what they can teach us
Sunday 22 November, 6pm – 7.30pm
Writers Tyson Yunkaporta (Sand Talk: How 
Indigenous thinking can help save the world) and 
Thomas Mayor (Finding the Heart of the Nation: 
The Journey of the Uluru Statement towards Voice, 
Treaty and Truth) discuss Indigenous knowledges 
and what they can teach us. With Shelley Ware.

After Australia
Sunday 22 November, 3pm – 4.30pm
Climate catastrophe, police brutality, white 
genocide, totalitarian rule and the erasure of black 
history provide the backdrop for stories of love, 
courage and hope.
In this unflinching new anthology, twelve Indigenous 
writers and writers of colour provide a glimpse of 
Australia as we head toward the year 2050.
Editor Michael Mohammed Ahmad speaks to Zoya 
Patel and Michelle Law about their contributions and 
visions for an alternative Australia.

Workshop: Building characters
Sunday 22 November, 10.30am – 12pm
How do writers find the inspiration for their fictional 
people and how do they make them ‘come to life’? Join 
author and children’s editor Melissa Keil to discover how 
to create authentic and compelling characters.
You’ll be guided on the process writers undertake in order 
to create their fictional people, from creating an initial 
character profile to ‘getting into your characters head’, 
creating a believable back story and an authentic voice for 
your character.

Tickets: 
$12

Tickets: 
free

Tickets: 
$7
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Nkechi Anele grew up in Melbourne and is the 
lead singer in the band Saskwatch. In 2015, she 
started The Pin along with best friend Lucie 
Cutting. Creatively Nkechi has lent herself to 
the stage (Caroline), screen (RAre Birds) and 
radio (Roots ‘N’ All on triple j), and has been 
included in publications such as Letters of Love 
and Bri Lee’s Beauty.

Jeff Apter is the author of more than 20 music 
biographies, including biographies of the Finn 
brothers, Johnny O’Keefe, the Bee Gees, Angus 
Young and Keith Urban. Away from music, Jeff 
has also worked on books with soldiers and 
diplomats and sports greats such as Michael 
Slater and Tim Cahill. Jeff ’s latest book is 
Fridays on my mind - a biography of George 
Young from The Easybeats.

Alice Bishop has written about bushfire 
aftermath for the last decade after seeing 
her community struggle in the aftermath 
of the 2009 Victorian fires. Her first book,  
A Constant Hum, was shortlisted for the 2019 
Readings Prize for New Australian Fiction 
and recognised in the Penguin Literary Prize. 
Alice’s short stories and essays have appeared in 
Meanjin, Overland, Australian Book Review, 
Kill Your Darlings and many more.

Stuart Coupe is is an Australian music journalist, 
author, band manager, promoter, publicist 
and music label founder. He is best known for 
his work as a rock writer in magazines; the 
music labels, GREEN Records and Laughing 
Outlaw; and the author of books including The 
Promoters, Gudinski, and Roadies. His latest 
book is Paul Kelly: The man, the music and the life 
in-between.

Clementine Ford is a Melbourne-based writer, 
speaker and feminist thinker. She is the author 
of Fight Like A Girl and Boys will be Boys, and has 
been a columnist for Daily Life and a regular 
contributor to The Age and the Sydney Morning 
Herald.

Claire Halliday is a freelance writer and 
journalist whose work has appeared regularly in 
Australian newspapers and magazines for over 
a decade. She is the author of Things My Mother 
Taught Me and Things My Father Taught Me.

Rosalie Ham lives in Melbourne and teaches 
literature when she is not writing. She holds 
a BA in Education and a Master of Arts in 
Creative Writing. The Dressmaker is a long-
standing popular presence on the VCE 
Literature List and the English Studies reading 
list, but when asked, Rosalie cites her third 
novel, There Should be More Dancing, as her 
favourite.

Melissa Keil is a writer and children’s book 
editor based in Melbourne. Her young adult 
novels have been published around the world. 
Melissa’s debut novel, Life in Outer Space, was 
the winner of the 2013 Ampersand Project, and 
shortlisted for the Prime Minister’s Literary 
Award, The CBCA Book of the Year (Older 
Readers), and the Gold INKY.

Karina Kilmore is a debut novelist, finance 
journalist and the author of three financial 
investment books. Where the Truth Lies was 
shortlisted in the Victorian Premiers Literary 
Awards for an unpublished manuscript and was 
shortlisted for Best Debut Fiction in the 2020 
Ned Kelly Awards.



Anna Krien is the author of Act of Grace, Night 
Games: Sex, Power and Sport, Into the Woods: The 
Battle for Tasmania’s Forests and Quarterly Essay 
45, Us and Them: On the Importance of Animals. 
Anna writes journalism, essays, fiction and 
poetry, and has been published in the Monthly, 
the Age, the Big Issue, The best Australian essays, 
The best Australian stories and Griffith Review, 
among others. 

Sofie Laguna is the award-winning author of One 
Foot Wrong, The Eye of the Sheep and The Choke. 
One Foot Wrong was longlisted for the Miles 
Franklin Literary Award and shortlisted for the 
Prime Minister’s Literary Award. The Eye of the 
Sheep won the 2015 Miles Franklin Literary 
Award and The Choke won the 2018 Indie Book 
Award for Fiction.

Michelle Law is a writer and actor based in the 
Eora Nation (Sydney), and writes for print, 
theatre and screen. Michelle wrote the smash-
hit play Single Asian Female and is the co-creator, 
co-writer and co-lead of the award-winning SBS 
series Homecoming Queens.
Michelle has been published in numerous 
Australian books, literary journals and 
magazines, and is developing several new stage 
works.

Bri Lee is a Sydney-based author, freelance 
writer and speaker. Her memoir Eggshell Skull 
explores sexism in the legal industry and justice 
system and has won several awards including 
the Biography of the Year at the Australian 
Book Industry Awards. Beauty is her second 
book and explores our obsession with thinness. 
Bri is now completing an MPhil in Creative 
Writing.

Bruno Lettieri founded the interview series 
Rotunda in the West while at Victoria 
University and has interviewed many 
acclaimed writers and thinkers. His love of 
story stems from many years as a teacher. 
His interviews and galleries can be found at 
brunogoeseverywhere.com

Thomas Mayor is a Torres Strait Islander man 
born on Larrakia country in Darwin. As he 
gained the skills of negotiation and organising 
in the union movement, he applied those skills 
to advancing the rights of Indigenous peoples, 
becoming a signatory to the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart and a tireless campaigner. 
Finding the Heart of the Nation: The Journey of the 
Uluru Statement towards Voice, Treaty and Truth 
continues his campaign for voice, treaty and 
truth.

Tobias McCorkell is the author of the novel 
Everything in its Right Place. He is the recipient of 
a Varuna Residency Fellowship and a Leighton 
Artists Studios Residency at the Banff Centre for 
Arts and Creativity in Canada. Tobias has taught 
creative writing and has authored works of 
non-fiction. He lives in Coburg.

Michael Mohammed Ahmad is an Arab-
Australian writer, editor and community arts 
worker. Michael is the author of The Tribe, 
winner of the 2015 Sydney Morning Herald 
Best Young Novelist Award, and The Lebs, 
shortlisted for the 2019 Miles Franklin Award.
He is the founding director of Sweatshop: 
Western Sydney Literacy Movement, and 
in 2012 received the Australia Council Kirk 
Robson Award in recognition of his outstanding 
achievements in community cultural 
development.
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Heather Morris is an international number one 
best-selling author, who is passionate about 
stories of survival, resilience and hope. She 
is the author of The Tattooist of Auschwitz and 
Cilka’s Journey. Stories of Hope is her first book 
of non-fiction.

Zoya Patel is a writer and editor. She is the 
former editor of Lip Magazine and is the founder 
and director of Feminartsy. No Country Woman 
is her debut book. In 2014, Zoya was awarded 
an Edna Ryan award for her work in raising the 
profile of women’s voices in the media, and in 
2015 she was ACT’s Young Woman of the Year. 

Alice Pung is a writer and lawyer who loves 
teaching. Her books are studied in secondary 
schools and universities in Australia as well as 
the United States. Alice is an Ambassador for 
the 100 Story Building Project, and is a frequent 
contributor to The Monthly, The Age and The 
Australian newspapers.

Alice Robinson is the author of Anchor Point, 
longlisted for the Stella Prize and the Indie 
Book Awards in 2015 and The Glad Shout, 
winner of the Readings Prize for New 
Australian Fiction in 2019 and shortlisted for a 
Colin Roderick Literary Award and an Aurealis 
Award in 2020. Alice has a PhD by Research 
in Creative Writing, and her fiction, essays and 
reviews have been published widely in literary 
journals.

Paul F. Verhoeven is a writer, broadcaster and 
entertainer. He has written for ABC News 
Online, IGN, Smith Journal and Yen Magazine, 
and has spent years working extensively as a 
games journalist. Paul currently co-hosts the 
critically acclaimed podcast 28 Plays Later and 
Loose Units.

Karen Viggers loves landscapes, wild places, 
people and animals. She is the author of The 
Stranding, The Lightkeeper’s Wife and The 
Grass Castle. The Orchardist’s Daughter is her 
latest novel. Karen lives in Canberra with her 
husband and two children.

Shelley Ware is a proud Yankunytjatjara and 
Wirangu woman from Adelaide, now living 
in Melbourne. She is well known for her part 
in the groundbreaking SBS football program 
Marngrook, and has worked in the media as a 
radio and television presenter on both local and 
national AFL and AFLW football news shows. 
Shelley is a proud Ambassador of Jean Hailes 
for Women’s Health, Around the Campfire and 
the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.

Tyson Yunkaporta is an academic, arts critic, and 
researcher who belongs to the Apalech Clan 
in far north Queensland. He carves traditional 
tools and weapons and also works as a senior 
lecturer in Indigenous Knowledges at Deakin 
University in Melbourne. Sand Talk: How 
Indigenous thinking can save the world  is his 
first book.
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Acknowledgement

We respectfully acknowledge that this 
Festival is created and  presented on the 
traditional lands of the Kulin Nation, 
particularly the Boon Wurrung and 
Wurundjeri people. We pay our respects 
to the elders past, present and emerging 
and recognise and respect the cultural 
heritage of this land. 

Tickets

To book tickets and view Festival 
sessions, visit our website: 
bit.ly/Untitled2020

Bookings are required for all sessions and 
open at 10am on Monday 5 October. 

Ticket prices are inclusive of GST 
and booking fees. Ticket fees are 
non-refundable.

All sessions run on AEDT.

Subscribe to Stonnington Libraries 
enewsletter to receive Festival content 
straight to your inbox.

We are committed to making the 
Festival accessible for everyone.  
To discuss your accessibility 
requirements for this event, please email 
libraryevents@stonnington.vic.gov.au

We are proud to partner with Jeffreys 
Books to bring you the books featured 
in the Festival.

Visit bit.ly/JeffreysBooks
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Our program is subject to change. Program and session changes will be listed on our website and 
reasonable endeavours will be made to notify ticket holders of changes. In the event of a cancellation, 
tickets will be refunded. 
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https://vic.us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=37bb3c40008a1e577b268d28a&id=32b613152c
mailto:libraryevents%40stonnington.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://bit.ly/JeffreysBooks
https://jeffreysbooks.com.au/c/untitled-2020-stonnington-libraries-literary-festival 


Thank you to our  partner

Thank you to 
our sponsor

Malvern Library 8290 1366

Phoenix Park Library 8290 4000

Prahran Library 8290 3344

Toorak/South Yarra Library 8290 8000

Stonnington History Centre and Exhibition Space 8290 1360

bit.ly/Untitled2020

http://bit.ly/Untitled2020

